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THE 


SPEECH 


OF  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

THE  LORD  HIGH  CHANCELLOR, 


W HEN  this  fubjeCt  came  before  your  Lordffiips  in 
the  lad  Seffion  of  Parliament,  it  was  my  determination  to 
pafs  it  by  in  filence,  becaufe  I was  taught  to  believe  that 
the  bill  which  was  then  agreed  to,  would  have  given  con- 
tent to  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland ; and  I have  always 
felt  peculiar  reluctance  in  difcuffing  their  political  claims, 
feeling  it  to  be  impoffible  not  to  recur  to  pad  injuries  and 
aggreflions,  which  it  is  my  mod  earned  and  anxious  with 
to  bury  in  eternal  oblivion.  I could  wifh  again  to  pafs  it 
by.  But  when  the  epidemical  phrenzy  of  the  day  has 
reached  even  that  grave  and  Reverend  Bench,  and  a 
learned  Prelate  has  thought  fit  mod  wantonly  to  pour  forth 
a torrent  of  exaggerated  midatements,  and  inflammatory 
declamation  againd  the  exidfng  government  in  this  coun- 
try for  two  centuries,  I cannot  pafs  by  his  indifcretions 
unnoticed  and  unreprehended.  Before  I allude  more  par- 
ticularly to  what  has  fallen  from  him,  I {hall  take  leave  to 
affume  the  office  of  his  apologid,  and  to  attribute  fome  of 
his  indifcretions  to  their  genuine  caufe  : — (t  radical 

ignorance  of  the  laws  of  the  country  whence  he  has 
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come,  and  of  the  hiftory,  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  that 
country  into  which  he  has  been  tranfplanted.” 

As  to  the  general  diftinCfion  between  Proteftant  and 
Catholic,  if  I know  myfelf,  I have  not  a fpark  of  religious 
bigotry  in  my  compofition.  It  is  my  firm  and  decided 
convi&ion,  that  in  the  private  intercourfe  between  man 
and  man,  it  matters  not  to  what  particular  feCt  he  belongs, 
if  he  adheres  confcientioufly  to  the  principles  and  precepts 
of  the  Chriftian  Religion.  But  when  the  Parliament  of 
Ireland  is  called  upon  in  high  and  authoritative  tones,  to 
deliver  up  to  a great  majority  of  the  people,  profefiing  the 
Popifli  Religion,  the  efficient  political  powers  of  a Pro- 
teftant Hate,  it  behoves  every  fober  and  thinking  man  to 
look  to  the  real  fituation  of  the  country,  and  to  fee  whether, 
if  this  furrender  is  made,  any  fecurity  will  remain  for  our 
connection  with  Great  Britain,  and  the  maintenance  of  a 
Proteftant  eftabliftiment  in  Ireland, 

I fliould  be  extremely  forry  that  any  thing  which  may 
fall  from  me  were  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  this  bill : — I do 
believe,  after  what  has  pafted  upon  this  fubjeCt  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  it  may  be  effiential  to  the  momentary 
peace  of  the  country,  that  your  Lordffiips  ffiould  agree  to 
it ; and  I do  not  by  any  means  defire  to  be  refponfible  for 
the  confequences  which  might  follow  its  rejection ; and 
therefore  I hope  it  will  be  underftood,  that  much  as  I 
difapprove  the  principle  of  this  bill,  whatever  I may  fay 
upon  the  fubjeCt,  is  intended  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  peo- 
ple to  the  real  ftate  of  this  country,  in  the  hope,  if  it  be 
poffible,  to  ftop  the  further  progrefs  of  innovation. 

I lament  as  much  as  any  man,  that  religious  bigotry  and 
religious  diftinClions  (hould  prevail  amongft  us  ; I very 
well  know  they  have  proved  the  fource  of  bitter  calamity 
to  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  muft  necefiariiy,  fo  long  as 
they  exift,  retard  her  progrefs  as  a nation,  Pieligious 
bigotry  produced  Tyrone's  rebellion  in  the  reign  of 
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Elizabeth — religious  bigotry  produced  the  rebellion  in 
1641,  and  the  horrid  excefles  which  attended  it — reli- 
gious bigotry  produced  the  rebellion  in  1688,  and  the  un- 
exampled tyrannies  and  profcriptions  of  James  and  his 
Parliament.  And  I am  forry  to  fay,  and  my  opinion  is 
formed  from  general  and  promifcuous  habits  of  inter- 
courfe  with  the  people  for  more  than  twenty  years, 
that  religious  bigotry  is  at  this  hour  as  rank  in  Ireland 
as  it  was  at  any  one  period  to  which  I have  alluded. 
Nay  more,  I am  fatisfied  that  a very  great  majority  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Ireland,  are  as  zealoufly  and  fuperftitioufly 
devoted  to  the  Popilh  faith,  as  the  people  of  Spain,  or 
Portugal,  or  any  the  moll  bigoted  diftridts  of  the  German 
empire.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  ftate  it  as  a circumftance 
of  reproach  ; on  the  contrary,  I think  that  a cordial  attach- 
ment to  the  religion  which  they  profefs,  redounds  much 
to  their  credit ; and  I cannot  but  wifh  that  in  this  parti- 
cular, the  Proteftants  of  the  eftablifhed  church  would 
take  example  from  their  Catholic  brethren.  But  when 
their  political  claims  are  to  be  difcufled  in  Parliament,  the 
perfonal  merits  or  demerits  of  the  men,  ought  wholly  to 
be  difmifled  from  our  confideration.  In  my  mind,  we 
ought  only  to  look  to  the  principles  of  that  religion  which 
they  profefs,  and  to  the  unerring  influence  which  they 
have  had  upon  the  political  government  of  every  nation 
in  Europe  for  centuries  ; and  if  we  look  to  the  fubjedl  in 
this  point  of  view,  I will  be  bold  to  fay,  that  the  page  of 
hillory  does  not  furnifli  a Angle  in  [lance  in  which  Pro- 
teftants and  Papifts  have  agreed  in  exercifing  the  political 
powers  of  the  fame  ftate  ; and  fo  long  as  the  prepofterous 
claims  of  the  Court  of  Rome  to  univerfal  fpiritual  do- 
minion over  the  Chriftian  world,  (hall  be  maintained,  it 
is  utterly  impoflible  that  any  man  who  admits  them,  can 
exercife  the  legiflative  powers  of  a Proteftant  ftate  with 
temper  and  juftice. 
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It  is  a melancholy  truth,  that  there  is  not  a country  in 
Europe,  in  which  the  reformed  religion  has  been  efta- 
blifhed,  where  its  progrefs  has  been  fo  flow  and  incon- 
fiderable  as  in  Ireland  : and  it  feems  to  be  the  ftrangeft 
argument  that  has  ever  occurred  to  rational  beings,  to 
urge  the  general  abhorrence  in  which  the  Proteftant 
religion  is  held  by  a great  majority  of  the  people,  as  a 
reafon  for  admitting  them  to  a full  participation  of  the 
political  powers  of  a Proteftant  ftate  : and  yet  this  is  the 
ftrong  ground  upon  which  the  advocates  for  Catholic 
emancipation,  as  it  is  called,  have  refted  their  claims. 

They  tell  us,  that  the  expectation  of  making  this  a Pro- 
teftant country  is  vain  *,  that  three  millions  of  the  people 
are  unalterably  devoted  to  the  Catholic  faith,  and  that 
juftice  forbids  their  exclufion  from  the  ftate  That  the 
people  of  this  country  have  been  uniformly  and  unal- 
terably devoted  to  the  Popifh  faith,  is  a truth  too  noto- 
rious to  be  difputed.  At  a time  when  other  nations  of 
Europe  were  engaged  in  religious  controverfies  and  inno- 
vations, they  were  in  a ftate  of  barbarifm  and  ignorance, 
which  had  funk  them  below  the  reach  of  curiofity  or  fpe- 
culation  : old  habits  of  licentious  power  had  long  engaged 
them  in  ads  of  refiftance  to  the  Britifh  government,  and 
therefore  the  example  of  the  Englifh  fettlers,  would  alone 
have  been  fufficient  to  make  the  RefQrmation  odious  to 
them  ; but  from  the  firft  moment  that  the  ACl  of  Supre- 
macy was  promulgated  in  this  country,  the  habitual  aver- 
(ion  of  the  natives  to  the  Englifh  name  and  nation,  heated 
by  religious  antipathy,  became  favage  and  inveterate. 
Hence  it  was,  that  during  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  Ireland 
was  a fcene  of  unremitted  infurre&ion  and  rebellion, 
which  was  finally  quelled  by  Lord  Mountjoy,  early  in  the 
reign  of  James  I. — a rebellion  fo  extenfive,  that  at  the 
termination  of  it,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  Province  of 
Ulfter  was  forfeited  to  the  Crown  for  treafon  ; and  the 
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extent  of  this  confifcation  laid  the  firft  foundation  for 
civilizing  Ireland.  A company  was  eftablilhed  by  James  I. 
at  London,  for  planting  new  colonies  in  the  Northern 
counties,  the  forfeited  lands  were  divided  into  moderate 
fhares,  tenants  were  brought  over  from  England  and 
Scotland,  the  Irilh  were  removed  from  their  hills  and 
faftnefles,  and  fettled  with  the  new  planters  in  the  open 
country  ; their  old  cuftoms  were  abolifhed,  and  the 
Englifh  law  fubftituted  for  them  ; peace  and  induftry 
feemed  to  be  eftablifhed,  and  to  fecure  to  his  Proteftant 
plantation  a predominant  influence  in  the  ftate,  King 
James  erefted  fixty-feven  corporations,  with  the  privilege 
of  fending  reprefentatives  to  Parliament ; which  exercife 
of  his  prerogative  was  loudly  complained  of  by  the  native 
Xrifh,  as  an  encroachment  upon  their  inherent  rights ; 
infomuch  that  for  fome  time  they  refufed  to  allow  the 
burgefles  returned  to  Parliament  by  thefe  corporations,  to 
vote  for  a Speaker  ; but  having  been  at  length  defeated  in 
this  aft  of  refiftance,  they  fent  over  a deputation  to  King 
James,  to  complain  of  the  injuries  which  they  had  fuf- 
tained  by  being  thus  overbalanced  in  the  State  by  his 
English  colonifts.  And  it  is  a faft  well  worthy  of  obfer- 
vation,  that  the  defeendantsof  thefe  fameEngliih  colonifts, 
are  the  men  who  at  this  day  call  aloud  for  the  annihilation 
of  charters,  which  were  granted  by  the  Crown  for  the 
protection  of  their  anceftors,  which  have  for  two  centuries 
proved  their  protection,  and  are  now  more  than  ever 
neceflary  to  enable  them  to  ftand  their  ground.  And  if 
the  Parliament  of  Ireland  fhall  ever  be  induced  to  com- 
mit this  unwarrantable  aft  of  power,  the  men  who  now 
fo  loudly  call  for  it,  will  be  the  firft  viftims  of  their  own 
reftlefs  folly. 

The  great  objefts  of  King  James,  in  adminiftering  the 
government  of  Ireland,  were  purfued  by  Charles  I.  and 
for  a period  nearly  of  forty  years,  the  inverate  animofities 
- which 
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which  had  fubfifled  between  the  two  nations,  feemed  to 
have  been  obliterated  ; they  were  in  fome  degree  incorpo- 
rated with  each  other,  and  had  apparently  lived  together 
in  peace  and  amity.  This,  however,  proved  to  have  been 
but  a temporary  and  deceitful  tranquillity : the  interefls 
of  the  old  Irifh  Catholics,  as  to  property  and  religion, 
ftimulated  them  to  revolt,  the  violence  of  Englifh  party, 
to  which  Strafford  had  fallen  a vi&im,  had  confiderably 
weakened  the  Englifh  government  in  this  country,  and 
the  Court  of  Rome,  taking  advantage  of  the  natural  pro- 
penfities  of  the  Irifh,  and  the  diflra&ed  flate  of  England, 
firft  concerted,  and  afterwards  publicly  fomented  the  re- 
bellion of  1641;  which,  after  defolating  this  country  for 
3 period  of  feventeen  years,  terminated  in  the  extinction 
of  the  principal  families,  and  in  nearly  a total  revolution 
of  the  property  of  Ireland  ; for  upon  the  final  execution 
of  the  ACls  of  Settlement  and  Explanation,  it  appears  by 
the  Down  furvey,  that  feven  millions  eight  hundred 
thoufand  acres  of  land,  were  fet  out  by  the  Court  of 
Claims,  principally,  if  not  wholly,  in  exclufion  of  the  old 
Irifh  proprietors;  and  in  this  general  wreck,  it  is  too 
true,  that  the  fortunes  of  fome  innocent  and  loyal  fubje&s 
were  involved. 

During  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  no  attempts  were  made 
to  promote  rebellion  or  infurre&ion  in  Ireland,  but  from 
the  final  execution  of  the  Acls  of  Settlement  and  Expla- 
nation, down  to  the  prefent  day,  the  people  of  this  country 
have  confided  of  two  diftinCl  and  feparate  calls  ; the  one, 
with  a fhort  intermiffion,  poflefled  of  the  whole  property 
and  power  of  the  country  ; the  other  expelled  from  both, 
in  confequence  of  unremitted  and  inveterate  rebellion,  and 
refiflance  to  the  Englifh  government  and  Englifh  connec- 
tion ; the  one  acknowledging  the  powers  civil  and  eccle- 
fiaflical,  entrufled  to  the  Crown  by  the  Conflitution ; the 
other  obflinately  declaiming  all  ecclefiaflical  obedience  to 
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their  lawful  Sovereign,  and  acknowledging  an  unlimited 
ecclefiadical  jurifdi&ion  and  authority  in  a foreign  Prince. 
In  this  fituation,  it  is  not  much  to  be  wondered  at,  that 
the  party  excluded  fhould  feize  the  firft  occafion  which 
offered,  to  recover  the  power  and  property  which  had 
been  wrefted  from  them,  and  to  reftore  the  religion  of 
their  anceltors  to  its  ancient  fplendour  and  dominion  5 
and  accordingly  whenever  the  occafion  has  occurred,  they 
have  invariably  availed  themfelves  of  it,  and  if  the  occafion 
fhould  hereafter  occur,  they  will  again  avail  themfelves  of 
it,  to  druggie  for  a feparation  from  England,  unlefs  here- 
ditary hatred,  and  religious  antipathy,  and  love  of  power, 
and  love  of  property,  (hall  ceafe  to  (Emulate  and  inflame 
the  human  mind.  As  to  the  loyalty  of  thelrifli  Catholics 
during  the  lad  century,  I do  not  confider  it  to  be  an  ar- 
gument in  favour  of  this  bill,  which  goes  to  admit  them 
very  far  into  the  date.  If  I am  to  look  back  into  their 
conduct,  to  judify  the  principle  of  this  bill,  I mud  look 
back  to  the  time  when  they  had  political  power:  and  of 
the  ufe  which  they  made  of  political  power,  we  have  a 
pregnant  example  in  the  memorable  a£ls  of  James  II.  and 
his  Parliament,  in  1689. 

A Right  Rev.  Prelate  has  thought  fit  to  enter  into 
a full  judification  of  every  thing  which  pafled  in  Ireland 
at  that  memorable  period.  Pie  aflerts,  that  what  we  call 
rebellion,  was  but  a political  error,  for  that  the  Engliih 
Parliament  had  no  right  to  transfer  the  allegiance  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  from  James  11.  to  the  Prince  of  Orange  j 
that  although  the  Parliament  of  England  had  voted  an  ab- 
dication of  the  throne  by  James,  and  recognized  the  tide 
of  King  William  and  Queen  Mary  to  the  throne  of  Eng- 
1 and,  James  II.  continued  to  be  lawful  King  of  Ireland. 
It  would  have  become  the  Right  Rev.  Prelate,  before 
he  hazarded  this  wild  and  treafonable  aflertion,  to  look  to 
the  lav/s  and  conditution  of  this  country,  to  which  he  has 
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fworn  allegiance,  and  to  reflect  upon  the  duty  which  he 
owes  to  the  country  that  gave  him  birth.  And  if  the 
Right  Rev.  Prelate  had  taken  the  trouble  to  turn 
over  our  ftatute  book,  he  would  have  learned,  that,  by 
an  act  palled  in  this  kingdom  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 
the  King  of  England  is  declared  to  be  in  that  right  alone , 
King  of  Ireland : he  would  have  learned,  and  perhaps  it 
may  not  be  amifs  that  he  fhould  know,  that  by  that 
ftatute,  any  perfon,  who  by  writing  or  imprinting,  or  by 
any  exterior  a£t  or  deed,  fhail  difpute  the  title  of  the  King 
of  England  to  the  Crown  of  Ireland,  is  declared  guilty  of 
treafon;  and  therefore  I take  leave  to  tell  him,  that  in 
future  he  ought  not  in  point  of  prudence,  to  foften  the 
crime  of  rebellion  in  this  country  againlt  the  Crown  and 
government  of  Great  Britain,  into  mere  political  error: 
he  ought  not  in  point  of  prudence  to  afTert,  that  the  fub- 
je£Is  of  Ireland  were  not  bound  to  allegiance  to  King 
William  and  Q^een  Mary,  becaufe  from  the  fir  ft  moment 
that  their  title  to  the  Crown  of  Ireland  was  recog- 
nized by  the  Britilh  Parliament,  the  allegiance  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  was  transferred  to  them  by  the  autho- 
rity of  an  Irifii  ftatute,  and  the  denial  of  it  is,  by  the 
fame  ftatute,  a crime  little  fhort  of  treafon ; if  attended 
with  any  exterior  a£l  or  deed,  the  denial  would  fully 
amount  to  treafon.  If  the  Right  Rev.  Prelate  fup- 
pofes  that  the  a6t  of  William  and  Mary  pafled  in  this 
kingdom,  was  the  firft  law  which  declared  the  infcparable 
union  of  the  two  Crowns,  he  is  extremely  miftaken  ; that 
a£t  was  but  a further  recognition  of  the  principle  which 
was  before  fully  eftablifhed,  and  from  the  time  of 
Henry  VIII.  to  this  hour  was  never  queftioned  or  doubted 
by  any  man  who  has  been  converfant  with  the  law's  and 
conftitution  of  this  country. 

Having  thus  difmifled  that  Right  Rev.  Prelate  for  the 
prefent,  I {hall  proceed  to  the  fubjedf  immediately  before 

us. 


( 9 ) 

us.  The  firft  ftep  taken  by  James  on  his  landing  in 
Ireland,  was  to  fummon  a parliament,  and  in  his  procla- 
mation for  calling  it,  he  acknowledged  the  great  obliga- 
tions which  he  owed  to  his  Catholic  fubjedts  for  the  chear- 
fulnefs  and  vigilance  with  which  they  had  armed  in  fup- 
port  of  his  caufe.  With  the  writs  of  election  circular 
letters  were  written  by  Lord  Tyrconnel  and  the  Popifh 
Bifhop  of  Clogher  his  Secretary,  to  the  Sheriffs,  naming 
the  perfons  whom  they  were  to  return,  and  thefe  inflruc- 
tions  were  implicitly  obeyed.  On  the  7th  of  May  1689, 
this  memorable  Parliament  met,  and  having  declared  their 
full  recognition  of  James’s  title  to  the  crown  of  Ireland, 
and  their  abhorrence  of  the  Prince  of  Orange’s  ufurpation, 
and  thanked  James  and  his  Deputy  Tyrconnel,  for  that 
glorious  meeting,  they  proceeded  to  bufinefs.  Their  firft 
adl  was  the  introdudlion  of  a Bill  for  the  repeal  of  the 
Adis  of  Settlement  and  Explanation,  and  in  three  days 
this  momentous  Bill,  by  which  the  property  of  thoufands 
was  annihilated,  paffed  the  Houfe  of  Commons  and  was 
fent  up  to  the  Lords,  where  it  W2S  paffed,  without  allow- 
ing the  fufferers  who  petitioned  againft  it  to  be  heard  at 
the  bar.  It  remained  only  for  them  to  appeal  to  the  juf* 
tice  of  James  and  to  the  folemn  affurances  of  protedlion 
which  he  had  made  to  his  Proteflant  fubjedls  on  his  firft 
landing  in  Ireland— and  accordingly  a ftrong  and  affedling 
remonftrance  on  their  behalf  was  drawn  up  by  Judge 
Keating,  and  prefented  to  James — but  in  vain.  The  Adi 
of  Repeal  received  his  afient,  and  it  is  worthy  of  obferva- 
tion  that  the  preamble  contained  a full  juftification  of  the 
rebellion  of  164c.  This  Adi  went  further  than  a mere 
repeal  of  the  Adis  of  Settlement  and  Explanation.  It  ccn- 
fifcated  the  eftates  of  all  perfons  who  on  the  ill  of  Augufl 
1688  v/ere  in  rebellion  to  James,  in  England,  Scotland 
or  Ireland,  or  who  had  from  that  day  correfponded  with 
rebels  5 and  although  the  offenders  might  have  had  but 
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limited  eftates,  the  A&  confifcated  the  inheritance  *,  the 
proprietors  were  made  punifhable  for  wade  conrtmitted 
during  a pofiellion  of  twenty- three  years,  derived  under 
two  A£ts  of  Parliament,  and  the  perfonal  eftates  of  fuch 
of  them  as  were  abfent  were  vefted  in  James,  to  be  feized 
by  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Revenue ; and  to  complete 
this  fyftem  of  legiflative  jurifprudence,  fevere  penalties 
were  enabled  againft  thofe  who  had  the  perfonal  eftates  of 
abfentees  in  their  poffeflion,  and  did  not  make  difcovery 
of  tbefe  to  the  Commiflioners.  But  this  or  any  other  a£t 
of  feverity  and  injuftice,  which  has  ever  been  put  in  prac- 
tice in  the  fhape  of  a law  or  of  profcription,  fell  far  ftiort 
of  the  Acf  of  Attainder  palled  by  this  Parliament,  which 
was  defigned  to  compleat  the  fyftem  which  the  A£t  of 
Repeal  had  fo  notably  begun. 

Having  colle£ted  the  names  of  all  fuch  Proteftants  as 
had  efcaped  the  plunder  of  the  A£t  of  Repeal,  they  pro- 
ceeded to  attaint  of  High  Treafon  by  name,  thirteen  hun- 
dred and  five  perfons  of  both-  fexes  who  were  refident  in 
Ireland  and  amenable,  unlefs  they  furrendered  on  or  before 
the  10th  of  Auguft  1689.  They  next  attainted  feveral 
perfons  who  had  quitted  Ireland  before  a certain  day 
named,  and  who  did  not  return  within  a limited  time. 
And  laftly,  they  attainted  by  name  all  perfons  ufually  refi- 
dent  in  England,  who  had  eftates  in  this  country,  unlefs 
they  fhould  manifeft  their  allegiance  to  James  before  the 
jft  of  O&ober  1689;  which  manifeftation  of  their  allegi- 
ance to  him,  would  neceflarily  have  expofed  them  to  the 
penalties  of  treafon  in  England.  What  feemed  even  more 
cruel  than  this  indifcriminate  attainder,  the  A61:  vefted  in 
the  Crown  the  eftates  real  and  perfonal,  of  all  fuch  per- 
fons as  were  abfent  from  ficknefs  or  non-age,  till  they 
fhould  give  fufficient  proof  of  their  loyalty ; and  in  cafe 
they  did  fo  before  the  laft  day  of  the  term  next  after  their 
return  to  Ireland,  they  w’ere  then  to  be  at  liberty  to  fue 
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for  their  eftates  before  Commiflioners  appointed  for  the 
execution  of  the  A£fcs  of  Repeal  and  Attainder,  or  in  the 
Courts  of  Chancery  and  Exchequer. 

By  this  Act  more  than  two  thoufand  four  hundred  per- 
form were  proscribed  by  name,  and  condemned  to  fulfer 
all  the  perfecution  which  the  moft  rancorous  and  vindic- 
tive malignity  could  inflict  upon  them  ; and  to  fill  the  mea- 
fure  of  iniquity,  a reftraint  was  laid  upon  the  prerogative, 
by  which  all  pardons  not  enrolled  before  the  laft  day  of 
November  1689,  were  declared  null  and  void.  The  per- 
fons  prefent  and  abfent  who  were  profcribed  by  this  Act 
were  attainted  by  name,  a limited  time  was  appointed  for 
their  coming  in ; but  left  this  might  in  any  degree,  defeat 
the  malignity  and  injuftice  of  the  act,  it  was  carefully 
concealed  by  the  Chancellor  Sir  Alexander  Fitton,  and  no 
Proteftant  was  allowed  to  fee  it  till  the  time  for  furrender- 
ing and  enrolling  pardons  had  expired  ; and  even  if  the  Act 
had  been  promulgated  on  the  palling  of  it,  the  perfons 
who  were  abfent,  and  attainted  by  name,  could  not  have 
had  notice  to  furrender,  becaufe  there  was  a claufe  in  the 
Act  which  made  a correspondence  with  rebels  treafon, 
and  the  act  of  giving  notice  to  furrender,  would  have 
Subjected  the  party  giving  it  to  attainder.  When  this  Act 
was  prefented  to  James  for  his  affent,  Sir  Richard  Nagle 
informed  him,  u That  fome  of  the  perfons  named  were 
attainted  upon  fuch  evidence  as  was  Satisfactory  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  the  others  upon  common  fame.” 
Having  thus  difpofed  of  the  lives  and  properties  of  the 
Englifh  Proteftants,  who  had  been  fettled  in  Ireland,  the 
next  object  of  their  care  was  the  Proteftant  religion.  An 
immediate  repeal  of  the  Act  of  Supremacy  would  have 
made  the  caufe  of  James  defperate  in  England  ; it  became 
necelfary,  therefore,  to  proceed  with  fome  degree  of  cau- 
tion in  extirpating  the  Proteftant  religion;  accordingly 
an  Act  was  palled  allowing  unbounded  liberty  of  con- 
science, 
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fcience,  and  ena£ting,  that  all  tythes  payable  by  Papifts 
fhould  be  paid  to  their  priefts  only,  and  that  they  Ihould 
be  recovered  by  actions  at  law,  a favour  which  was  denied 
to  the  Proteftant  Clergy,  who  were  left  for  recovery  of 
their  tythes  to  the  Ecclefiaftical  jurifdi£tion.  To  render 
this  jurifdidtion,  however,  completely  abortive,  all  dif- 
fenters  from  the  eftablilhed  church  were  exempted  from 
it,  and  therefore  a fuggeftion  of  this  exemption  was  a fuf- 
ficient  ground  for  a prohibition  to  the  Ecclefiaftical  Court, 
and  even  if  a fentence  of  the  Ecclefiaftical  Court  for  tythes 
was  obtained  by  a Proteftant  clergyman,  the  writ  necef- 
fary  to  enforce  it  was  withheld  by  the  Chancellor. 

The  A£t  of  Charles  II.  making  provifion  for  the  Protef- 
tant clergy  in  cities  and  towns  corporate  was  repealed, 
and  the  arrears  due  to  them  were  cut  off.  The  Provoft, 
Fellows  and  Scholars  of  Trinity  College  were  difpoflefied ; 
Doctor  Moore  a Popifti  Prieft  was  made  Provoft — the  Fel- 
lowlhips  were  bellowed  upon  Jefuits  and  Friars,  and  the 
old  pofleftors  were  forbidden  to  appear  together  in  any 
numbers  exceeding  two,  on  pain  of  death.  Their  Protef- 
tant Bilhoprics  were  feized,  and  their  Revenues  paid  into 
the  Exchequer,  and  Proteftants  were  forbidden  to  meet 
in  their  churches  or  elfewhere,  in  any  numbers  exceeding 
two,  on  pain  of  death,  and  their  churches  were  converted 
into  barracks  and  prifons. 

Far  be  it  from  me  in  going  into  this  detail,  to  revive 
the  memory  of  thefe  injuries  and  aggreflions,  but  fo 
much  has  been  addrefled  upon  this  fubje£t  to  the  pafiions, 
and  fo  little  to  the  judgment  of  Parliament,  that  I hold  it 
to  be  the  bounden  duty  of  every  honeft  man,  to  oppofe 
broad  and  glaring  fa£ls  to  the  loud  and  impudent  clamour 
with  which  we  have  been  ftunned,  upon  the  fubject  of 
Proteftant  monopoly,  and  Catholic  depreflion.  The  fa£t 
is,  that  the  penal  laws  enacted  in  this  country  to  abridge 
the  power  and  influence  of  the  old  Irifh  Catholics,  was  a 
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code  forced  upon  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  by  hard  necef- 
fity — a code  which  was  dilated  by  felf-defence  and  felf- 
prefervation,  and  has  from  time  to  time  been  relaxed  with 
an  open  and  unfufpeCting  liberality,  which  has  been  but 
ill  requited  by  that  body  of  men  who  have  profited  by  it : 
and  I could  wifh  that  the  Catholics  of  the  prefent  day,  who 
complain  that  they  now  live  in  a (late  of  flavery,  would 
condefcend  to  compare  their  fituation  in  point  of  civil 
liberty,  firft  with  the  fituation  of  their  Catholic  brethren 
in  any  other  kingdom  of  Europe;  I would  next  defire 
them  to  compare  their  fituation  with  that  of  the  Proteftants 
of  Ireland  in  the  reign  of  James  II.  and  laft  of  all,  I would 
defire  of  them  to  compare  their  prefent  fituation  in  point 
of  civil  liberty,  with  that  in  which  they  muft  have  flood 
at  this  day,  if  their  anceftors  had  fucceeded  in  eftablifhing 
James  II.  on  the  throne  of  Ireland. 

If  civil  liber-ty  be  their  objeCt,  they  mufl  acknowledge 
their  obligations  to  King  William,  who  delivered  this 
country  at  the  head  of  a Britifh  army,  from  a flate  of  ab- 
je£t  flavery  and  perfecution  inflicted  upon  it  by  their  ancef- 
tors. And  if  civil  liberty  be  their  object,  they  muft  ac- 
knowledge the  wifdom  and  neceffity  of  the  old  Popery 
laws,  to  which  I do  not  fcruple  to  fay,  Ireland  ftands  in- 
debted in  a great  meafure  for  her  internal  tranquillity  dur- 
ing the  laft  century.  Let  modern  philofophers  and  meta- 
phyficians  who  exclaim  againft  this  code  as  fubverting  the 
immutable  principles  of  fentiment  and  fraternity,  and  the 
imprescriptible  rights  of  man,  condefcend  to  look  to  the 
fituation  of  the  Proteftant  fettlers  in  Ireland  at  the  Revolu- 
tion. They  were  an  Englifh  colony  fettled  in  an  enemy’s 
country,  which  had  been  reduced  by  the  fword  to  a fullen 
and  refractory  allegiance — in  numbers  they  did  not  make 
up  one-fourth  of  the  inhabitants ; the  experience  of  a cen- 
tury had  proved,  that  from  an  oppofition  of  laws,  cuftoms, 
interefts,  and  religion,  the  natives  of  the  country  had  con- 
tracted 
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traced  a rooted  and  incurable  averfion  to  them ; they 
could  not  therefore  (land  their  ground,  unlefs  by  difarming 
the  enemies  who  furrounded  them,  and  by  cultivating  the 
confidence  and  afFe£lion  of  the  Britifh  nation.  When  I 
talk  of  difarming  their  enemies,  I do  not  mean  dripping 
them  of  offenfive  weapons  *,  if  permanent  tranquillity  was 
their  obje£t,  it  was  eflential  to  difarm  the  natives  of  Ire- 
land of  all  political  power.  What  was  the  policy  of 
England  at  the  Revolution  ? To  define  and  circumfcribe 
the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  and  to  edablifh  the 
power  of  Parliament.  The  Catholics  in  that  country 
were  but  as  a drop  of  water  in  the  ocean  ; they  had 
been  excluded  from  fitting  in  Parliament  by  the  Ted 
A£l,  experience  had  fatisfied  the  people  of  England  that 
political  power  in  any  department  of  the  date  in  the  hands 
of  Papids,  was  inconfident  with  the  maintenance  of  a Pro- 
tedant  edablifhment ; and  therefore,  in  the  a£l  for  fettling 
the  Crown,  the  Parliament  of  England  guarded  the  only 
department  in  the  date  which  could  by  any  pofiibility  be 
open  to  Popifh  influence  againd  it,  and  impofed  a con- 
dition upon  the  Kings  of  England  not  to  hold  communion 
with  the  Church  of  Rome  on  pain  of  forfeiting  their 
Crown. 

What  would  the  people  of  England  have  faid,  if  at  the 
Revolution  they  had  been  told  that  a Protedant  King  was 
a diffident  fecurity  to  them  for  a Protedant  edablifh- 
ment,  and  therefore,  that  they  ought  on  principles  of  fen- 
timent  and  fraternity,  to  open  the  two  Houfes  of  Par- 
liament to  the  Englidi  Catholics  ? The  people  of  England 
well  know  that  Britifh  liberty,  civil  and  religious,  lives  in 
the  power  of  Parliament,  and  therefore  that  a Protedant 
edablifhment  would  be  infinitely  fafer  with  a Popifh 
Prince  on  the  throne,  and  Protedant  Houfes  of  Par- 
liament to  controui  him,  than  it  could  be  in  the  hands  of 
a Protedant  Prince,  controuled  by  a Popifh  Houfe  of 
Lords  and  Commons.  And  if  a doubt  could  be  enter- 
tained 
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tained  upon  the  fubje£l,  .he  Revolution  (lands  a memo- 
rable and  (Iriking  example,  that  fo  long  as  the  Britifli 
conftitution  is  preferved,  one  great  fecurity  of  the  people 
for  their  civil  and  religious  liberties  will  be,  a total  and  un- 
qualified exclufionof  Popifh  influence  from  the  two  Houfes 
of  Parliament. 

A Right  Rev.  Prelate,  to  whom  I have  been  obliged 
to  allude  fo  often,  has  been  pleafed  to  aflert,  that  the 
Revolution  in  Ingland  gave  protection  to  all ; that  no 
laws  were  ena&ed  againll  Catholics  in  England  ; but  that 
at  the  Revolution,  the  people  of  Ireland  were  delivered 
over  to  civil  tyranny.  I am  therefore  again  compelled  to 
inform  that  Right  Rev.  Prelate,  that  in  this  aflertion 
he  has  betrayed  grofs  ignorance  of  the  laws  of  England  ; 
for  if  he  will  take  the  trouble  of  turning  over  the  Englifh 
ftatute  book,  he  will  find,  that  the  difabilities  impofed  by 
the  Englifh  Parliament  during  the  reign  of  King  William, 
upon  the  Catholics  of  that  country,  were  infinitely  more 
extenfive  than  the  difabilities  infliCled  upon  the  Irifh 
Catholics  during  the  fame  period.  He  will  find,  that  in 
the  reign  of  King  William,  the  Englifh  Catholics  were 
difabled  from  purchafing  real  eftates  ; a policy  not  adopted 
in  this  country,  till  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne.  He  will 
find,  that  double  taxes  were  in  fome  inftances  impofed  on 
the  Englifh  Catholics;  a policy  which  was  never  adopted 
in  this  country.  And  he  will  find,  that  the  laws  which 
he  has  condemned  as  infliCling  peculiar  civil  tyranny  at 
the  Revolution  upon  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  were  nearly 
tranfcripts  of  Englifh  flatutes,  ena&ed  upon  the  fame 
fubjeCl,  during  the  fame  period ; and  if  any  thing  further 
were  neceflary  to  acquit  the  Parliament  of  this  country 
of  the  accumulated  charges  of  tyranny  and  perfecution, 
brought  againft  it  by  that  Right  Rev.  Prelate,  I defire 
to  refer  him  to  one  of  the  firft  A£ts  pafied  in  this  king- 
dom after  the  Revolution,  an  A£t  to  unnerve  the  arm  of 
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the  Ecclefiaftical  Court  upon  convi£Hons  for  recufancy,  by 
abolilhing  the  writ  de  H&retico  Comburendo. 

It  appears  from  the  Journals  of  Parliament,  that  during 
the  whole  of  King  William’s  reign,  repeated  applications 
were  made  by  individuals,  for  relief  from  fufferingsinfli&ed 
upon  them,  by  the  bigotry  of  parents,  in  refentment  for 
their  conformity  to  the  Eftablifhed  Church,  and  in  many 
inftances  private  A£ls  of  Parliament  were  pafled  for  their 
relief : and  there  is  a ftriking  evidence  upon  the  Journals 
of  this  Houfe,  that  during  the  fame  period,  your  Lord- 
fhips  anceftors  had  well-founded  apprehenfions  for  their 
fafety,  and  doubted  the  pra&icability  of  being  able  to 
maintain  their  ground  in  Ireland. 

* In  the  fecond  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  a 
committee  of  this  Houfe  was  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  the  Hate  of  the  nation  \ and  on  the  25th  of 
O&ober  in  that  year,  the  Committee  reported  their 
opinion,  That  upon  due  confideration  of  the  prefent  confitu~ 
tion  of  this  kingdom  y fuch  an  humble  reprefentation  be  made 
to  the  fhyeen  of  the  fate  and  condition  thereof^  as  may  bef 
incline  her  Ivlajefy  by  fuch  proper  means  as  to  her  Majefy 
fiall  feem  fit>  to  promote  fuch  an  union  ewith  England , as 
may  qualify  the  flates  of  this  kingdom  to  be  reprefented  there . 
The  propofition  was  not  liltened  to  by  the  Queen’s  mini- 
fters,  and  it  was  not  till  this  attempt  to  unite  the  Par- 
liaments of  both  countries  had  proved  abortive,  that  the 
<?re at  code  of  the  Popery  laws  of  Ireland  was  enabled  \ 
a code,  I will  admit,  of  great  feverity,  but  evidently 
forced  upon  the  Parliament  by  necefiity  ; a code  highly 
injurious  to  the  landed  intereft  of  Ireland,  and  inevita- 
blv  diminifhing  the  value  of  every  man’s  eftate  who 
voted  for  it.  But  the  landed  gentlemen  of  Ireland  were 
driven  to  the  hard  alternative  of  again  hazarding  the  pof- 
fefhon  of  their  eftates,  or  of  holding  them  fubjeft  to  this 
incumbrance. 

From 
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From  the  time  when  thefe  laws  were  pafied,  down  to 
the  year  1745,  this  country  was  not  threatened  with  indi- 
rection ; but  T have  been  informed  by  a perfon,  who 
never  in  any  indance  deceived  me,  that  in  the  year  1745, 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland  waited  only  for  the  fignal  to  rife, 
from  a fouthern  Earl,  whofe  great  poflefiions  have  been 
fince  diffipated  by  the  levity  of  his  grandfon,  and  who 
was,  I believe,  in  that  year  arreded  in  England  on  fuf- 
picion  of  treafon  ; and  that  he  waited  to  give  them  the 
fignal,  only  till  it  could  be  afcertained  whether  an  indi- 
rection in  Ireland  would  have  had  effect.  And  as  the 
opinion  of  Lord  Chederfield  has  been  alluded  to  by  a 
noble  Earl  upon  this  fubject,  I beg  to  refer  him  to  the 
Speech  delivered  from  the  Throne,  at  the  opening  of  the 
feflion  in  the  year  1745,  in  which  Lord  Chederfield’s 
opinions  of  the  fituation  of  Ireland,  and  of  the  views  of 
the  Irifh  Catholics,  are  dated  very  explicitly.  Fortu- 
nately for  them,  the  then  Pretender  to  the  Throne  was  at 
once  defeated  in  his  attempt ; and  this,  country  has  cer- 
tainly, during  the  whole  of  the  prefent  century,  remained 
in  a date  of  uninterrupted  tranquillity  ; at  lead  we  have 
been  perfectly  free  from  indirection  or  rebellion  ; and  I 
am  confident  from  the  year  1745,  nearly  to  the  prefent 
period,  no  difpofitions  towards  either  have  exided : accord- 
ingly the  Legiflature  has  thought  fit  from  time  to  time, 
from  the  year  1778,  to  relieve  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
Ireland  from  all  the  fevere  redrictions  which  prefled  upon 
them  ; infomuch,  that  at  this  day,  they  live  in  a date  of 
as  perfect  civil  liberty  as  any  other  defcription  of  the 
King’s  fubjects.  Their  characters,  their  perfons,  and  their 
property,  are  protected  by  the  fame  laws  which  protect 
the  chara&ers,  the  perfons,  and  the  property  of  Proteft- 
ants : for  as  to  the  complaint  made  by  their  petition,  that 
their  perfonal  edates  are  liable  to  difcovery,  it  is  altoge- 
ther without  foundation,  and  they  know  it  *,  and  with 
D refpeft 


( i8  ) 


rcfpeX  to  their  religious  worfhip,  they  enjoy  a full  and 
perfect  toleration  : it  is  not  now  as  formerly,  fuffered  by 
connivance  ; it  is  put  under  the  protection  of  the  law. 

I have  already  ftated,  that  the  domedic  tranquillity  of 
this  country  during  the  prefent  century,  was  in  a great 
degree  to  be  attributed  to  the  old  Popery  laws,  which  had 
difabled  the  native  Irifh  from  embarraffing  Britifh  govern- 
ment, or  renewing  hodilities  againft  the  Englifh  fettlers. 
But  there  was  one  other  caufe  to  which  it  mull  alfo  be  at- 
tributed, and  to  w'hich  we  mud  always  look  for  maintain- 
ing peace  and  good  order  in  this  country.  From  the 
Revolution,  dowm  to  the  year  1 782,  the  fydem  adopted 
by  that  body  of  the  people,  in  whom  the  power  and  pro- 
perty of  the  nation  had  centered,  was  to  cement  the  con- 
nexion which  had  fo  long  fubfided  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  to  their  mutual  advantage,  and  to  cultivate  the 
confidence  and  affection  of  the  Britifh  nation ; but  in  the 
year  1782,  a new  fcene  was  opened  in  Ireland: — having 
advanced  claims  on  our  part,  which  were  acceded  to  by 
Great  Britain  in  their  fulled  extent,  the  two  Houfes  of 
Parliament  thought  it  neceflary  to  come  forward,  and 
publicly  affert  the  principle  which  long  experience  had 
proved  to  be  efiential  to  the  falvation  of  this  country ; and 
in  their  addrefs  to  the  throne  upon  that  occafion,  they 
plighted  the  national  faith  to  Great  Britain,  for  ever  to 
maintain  the  connexion  between  the  two  countries,  and 
to  dand  and  fall  with  the  Britifh  Nation : and  it  would 
have  been  fortunate  indeed,  for  this  country,  if  the  perfons 
who  flood  forward  on  that  day,  had  kept  in  their  recollec- 
tion the  folemn  engagements  which  the  nation  then  flood 
plighted,  and  that  her  exidence  depends  upon  a fcrupulous 
and  honourable  adherence  to  it.  But  fatally  for  her  peace 
and  profperity,  from  the  year  1782  to  this  hour,  the 
policy  of  men,  who  call  themfelves  the  friends  of  the  peo- 
ple, has  been,  to  make  Ireland  a fcene  of  embarraffment 
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to  the  Britifli  government ; and  to  lofe  no  opportunity 
which  they  could  embrace,  to  foment  jealoufies  and  dif- 
union  between  this  country  and  Great  Britain.  The  policy 
has  been,  upon  every  occafion  to  hold  up  Great  Britain  to 
the  people,  as  their  natural  rival  and  enemy,  and  to  teach 
them  to  believe,  that  the  general  interefts  of  the  empire 
muft  in  every  inftance  be  facrificed  to  the  local  advantages 
of  Ireland ; till  at  length  they  have  raifed  a general  outcry 
again!!  Englilh  influence,  and  Englifh  connection  ; which, 
if  I am  to  believe  the  public  prints,  has  been  echoed  in 
Parliament,  and  the  prefent  ‘wife  and  temperate  fyflem  of 
Irifti  policy  is,  to  concentrate  the  force  of  Irilhmen  of 
all  religions  and  defcriptions,  again!!  both.  The  avowed 
obje£t  at  this  day,  of  Irifli  reformers  and  Catholic  eman- 
cipators, is  feparation  from  Great  Britain ; and  if  they 
(hall  fucceed  in  their  hopeful  projedts,  feparation  or  war 
muft  be  the  inevitable  iffiie. 

From  the  fir!!  moment  that  this  fatal  infatuation  ap- 
peared in  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament,  I ftated  in  my 
place  in  that  Houfe,  that  it  would  inevitably  lead  to  the 
event  which  I have  now  only  to  lament.  In  the  year  1785, 
and  again  in  the  year  1789,  I did  in  my  place  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  date  what  I knew  to  be  the  real  fix- 
ation of  this  country,  and  warned  the  nation  of  the  confe* 
quences  to  which  the  giddy  and  fantaftical  fpeculations  of 
men,  who  had  then  aftumed  the  reins  of  Government 
would  inevitably  lead  ; and  let  every  difpaflionate  man  in 
the  nation,  lookback  to  what  has  pafled  from  the  year  1782, 
and  he  will  fee  to  whom  he  may  attribute  the  convulfed 
and  disjointed  ftate  of  this  country  at  the  prefent  day.  Till 
modern  Irifh  patriots  had  fucceeded  in  fomenting  party 
heat  and  rancour,  and  in  dividing  the  Proteftants  of  Ire- 
land into  oppofite  and  inveterate  factions,  contending  with 
each  other,  we  never  heard  of  any  claim  of  political  power 
advanced  by  the  Irifh  Papifts ; we  never  heard,  even  when 
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they  defired  to  be  relieved  from  the  fevere  preflure  of  laws 
affecting  their  rights  of  property,  and  their  religious  wor- 
fhip,  of  any  thing  in  the  Ihape  of  a claim  of  right ; what- 
ever they  defired,  was  fued  for  as  favour  and  indulgence  ; 
and  whatever  was  granted  to  them  by  Parliament,  they 
accepted  with  gratitude  and  duty  ; but  from  the  firft  hour 
that  our  modern  patriots  fucceeded  in  dividing  the  Pro- 
teftants  of  Ireland,  whofe  opinions  and  interefts  ought  to 
be  the  fame,  into  faftion  and  emulation,  then  the  tone  of 
the  Irifh  Catholics  was  altered  ; then,  for  the  firft  time, 
they  ftood  upon  their  numbers,  and  demanded,  as  of  right, 
admiflion  into  the  ftate  : then,  for  the  firft  time,  did  they 
fhake  off  all  connection  with  the  leading  refpeCtable  men 
of  their  own  communion,  whofe  only  crime  was  their  dis- 
approbation of  violence  and  fedition. 

I cannot  here  pafs  by  the  fcurrilous  and  abominable 
calumnies  beftowed  in  the  laft  Selfion  of  Parliament,  by 
the  men  who  now  govern  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  on 
Lord  Kenmare  and  Lord  Fingall,  and  many  other  Roman 
Catholic  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  approved  worth  and 
loyalty,  for  no  other  reafon  but  that  they  declined  to  join 
thefe  worthy  perfonages  in  bearding  the  Parliament,  and 
defired  to  fubmit  their  merits,  only  to  the  wifdom  and 
liberality  of  the  Legiflature.  I cannot  forget,  that  thefe 
fame  worthy  perfonages  had  framed  an  inftrument  which 
they  called  a petition  to  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament, 
couched  in  terms  fo  violent  and  indecorous,  that  no  mem- 
ber of  that  Houfe  would  prefent  it.  And  I cannot  forget, 
that  immediately  after  an  Act  had  pafied  conferring  great 
and  elTential  benefits  upon  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland, 
thefe  fame  worthy  perfonages,  in  concert  with  a Society 
of  Jacobins  and  Levellers,  who  have  eftablifhed  themfelves 
in  the  metropolis,  iflued  a circular  manifefto  to  every 
parifn  in  Ireland,  afterting  that  a great  majority  of  the 
people  were  in  a ftate  of  abjeft  flavery  and  depreflion,  and 
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recommending  to  them  to  ele£t  a Popifh  National  Af- 
fembly,  after  the  example  of  their  French  neighbours  and 
compeers,  in  order  to  force  a repeal  of  the  laws  by  which 
they  are  excluded  from  political  power.  And  I cannot 
fhut  my  eyes  to  what  has  pafled  upon  this  fubject  in  the 
prefent  Seffion  of  Parliament. 

The  Bill  now  upon  the  table  has  been  backed  by  au- 
thority, and  is  now  by  authority  prefented  to  us  as  a de- 
mand of  right,  by  a great  majority  of  the  people,  who  af- 
fert  that  your  church  eftablifhment  is  a prophane  ufurpa- 
tion  upon  a foreign  Prince,  and  claim  to  be  admitted  to  a 
full  participation  of  the  political  powers  of  the  Hate,  by 
which  alone  your  church  eftablifhment  can  be  fupported. 
If  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  is  to  liften  to  the  claims  of  the 
Popifh  fubje&s  of  this  country,  to  be  admitted  to  political 
power  on  the  ground  of  right,  I defire  to  know,  where 
are  we  to  make  the  (land  ? Religion  is  the  great  bond  of 
fociety,  and  therefore,  in  every  civilized  country  there 
muft  be  a religion  connected  with  the  ftate,  and  main- 
tained by  it  againft  all  attacks  and  encroachments ; and 
therefore,  I deny  the  right  of  any  man  who  diflents  from 
the  religion  conne&ed  with  the  ftate,  to  demand  admiflion 
into  the  ftate,  upon  which  alone  the  eftablifhed  religion 
can  reft  for  fupport.  If  the  principle  is  once  yielded,  in 
my  opinion,  it  goes  dire£Uy  to  the  fubverfion  of  all  civi- 
lized government.  Should  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  once 
admit  the  claims  of  Irifli  Papifts  to  political  power,  on  the 
ground  of  right,  I defire  to  know  where  we  are  to  draw 
the  line  ? If  Papifts  have  a right  to  vote  for  reprefentatives 
in  a Proteftant  Parliament,  they  have  a right  to  fit  in  Par- 
liament; they  have  a right  to  fill  every  office  in  the  ftate ; 
they  have  a right  to  pay  tythes  exclufively  to  their  own 
clergy ; they  have  a right  to  reftore  the  ancient  pomp  and 
fplendor  of  their  religion;  they  have  aright  to  be  governed 
exclufively  by  the  laws  of  their  own  church  ; they  have  a 
right  to  feat  their  biftiops  in  this  Houfe  ; they  have  a right 
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to  feat  a Popiffi  Prince  on  the  Throne;  they  have  a 
right  to  fubvert  the  eftabliffied  government,  and  to  make 
this  a Popiffi  country,  which  1 have  little  doubt  is  their 
ultimate  objedl  ; and  therefore,  if  i were  to  look  only  to 
the  manner  in  which  this  Bill  has  been  brought  forward, 
in  my  judgment,  we  are  about  to  eftablifh  a fatal  precedent 
in  aflenting  to  it. 

But  if  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  brought  forward, 
flood  clear  of  all  exception,  lee  whether  the  principle  of 
the  Bill  can  be  jnftified  by  found  policy.  The  great  argu- 
ment in  fupport  of  it  has  been,  that  we  ought  to  unite 
men  of  all  religious  perfuafions  in  fentiment,  and  in  fup- 
port of  the  prefent  conftitution  : If  this  could  be  effected, 
I am  free  to  acknowledge  it  would  be  a momentous  object; 
but  fo  long  as  man  continues  to  be  a creature  of  paffion 
and  interell,  I fhall  never  have  any  faith  in  the  efficacy  of 
a Government  founded  upon  principles  of  fentiment  and 
fraternity;  and  therefore,  defpairing  altogether  to  fee  a 
renewal  of  the  golden  age,  I incline  flrongly  in  framing 
laws  for  the  government  of  man,  to  rejedl  fpeculation, 
and  to  abide  by  experience ; and  upon  this  particular  fub- 
je£t  if  I am  to  look  to  experience,  the  annals  of  Europe 
do  not  furniffi  an  example  of  Protellants  and  Papifts  agree- 
ing in  the  exercife  of  political  power  in  the  fame  ftate. 
This  has  not  been  peculiar  to  Ireland,  if  we  look  to  Eng- 
land during  the  whole  of  the  laft  century,  if  we  look  to 
France  during  five  fucceffive  reigns,  if  we  look  to 
any  other  nation  of  Europe  where  the  reformed  religion 
has  found  its  way,  the  progrefs  of  difcord  has  been  uni- 
formly the  fame.  The  contetl  has  originated  in  religious 
perfecution,  has  proceeded  to  civil  war  and  malTacre,  and 
has  ended  only  in  the  extermination  of  one  or  other  of  the 
contending  fe£ts.  It  is  impoffible,  that  mere  difference 
of  opinion  upon  fpeculative  points  of  faith,  could  have 
produced  effedls  fo  fatal  to  the  peace  of  fociety ; and  there- 
fore, if  wc  are  to  trace  the  evil  to  its  fource,  it  will  be 
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found  to  fpring  from  the  aCtive,  and  enterprizing,  and 
intolerant  lpirit  of  the  Court  of  Rome,  and  from  the 
canons  and  conftitutions  of  the  Romifh  church,  which, 
under  the  fpecious  pretext  of  religious  ordinances,  are 
palpably  framed  for  the  attainment  of  unlimited  fecuiar 
power  to  the  Pope  and  his  votaries. 

Here  I {hall  beg  leave  to  take  a diftinCtion,  which  reds 
upon  authority  much  higher  than  any  I can  give  it,  and 
(late  it  in  the  words  of  Lord  Somers  : — Ehofe  who  adhere 
fimply  to  the  Church  of  Rome , are  good  Catholics.  Thofe 
who  adhere  to  the  Court  of  Rome  are  Papifs , enemies  and 
traitors  to  the  realm  of  England,  and  utterly  unfit  for  any 
trujl  in  any  Protefiant  country.  And  therefore,  I meddle 
not  with  the  religious  fpeculative  opinions  of  any  Roman 
Catholic.  If  he  chufes  to  fubfcribe  to  articles  of  faith, 
which  my  reafon  and  underftanding  rejeCt,  that  is  his 
bufinefs,  not  mine.  But  I object  to  all  intercourfe  and 
communication  with  the  Court  of  Rome ; I objeCt  to  the 
canons  and  conftitutions  of  the  Romifh  church,  and  to  the 
pernicious  influence  which  they  have  had,  and  which 
they  always  will  have,  upon  the  government  of  every 
Proteftant  ftate  which  is  not  fully  and  effectually  guard- 
ed againft  it. 

The  cheat,  by  which  the  Court  of  Rome  heretofore 
impofed  upon  the  ignorance  and  credulity  of  Europe,  and 
{till  impofes  upon  the  ignorance  and  credulity  of  Ireland, 
is  a claim  of  univerfal  and  unlimited  fpiritual  power  in 
every  Chriftian  ftate,  derived  to  the  Pope  by  Divine  com- 
miflion,  and  paramount  therefore  to  all  civil  inftitutions : 
a power  delegated  by  our  Saviour  to  St  Peter,  whom  they 
call  Prince  of  Apoftles,  and  by  him  tranfmitted  in  regular 
fucceflion  to  every  man  who  has  been  elected  by  the  Col- 
lege of  Cardinals  to  the  Papal  chair  ; and  under  colour  of 
this  monftrous  impofition,  which  one  would  fuppofe  needs 
ftatement  only  for  detection,  has  the  Court  of  Rome  for 
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centuries,  embroiled  in  civil  difeord  and  religious  diflenfi- 
ons,  every  nation  of  Europe  which  has  embraced  the  Re- 
formed Religion,  and  to  which  her  pernicious  influence 
has  extended.  The  corner  (tone  of  her  policy,  has  been 
to  promulgate  articles  of  religious  faith,  which  neceflarily 
gave  to  the  Pope  a very  great  degree  of  fecular  power  in 
every  Hate,  acknowledging  his  fpiritual  fupremacy ; and 
having  laid  this  foundation,  the  laws  of  their  Church  pro- 
ceed to  denounce  as  heretics  and  fchifmatics,  every  fe£t 
of  Chridians  who  prefume  to  diflent  from  any  one  article 
of  religious  faith,  promulgated  by  the  Holy  Fathers. 

* The  canon  declares,  ‘That  he  who  doubts  the  faith  is  an 
infdel ; nor  is  he  to  be  believed  who  is  ignorant  of  the  true 
faith.  And  here  I mull  recur  to  the  inference  drawn 
from  this  Conditution  of  the  Church  by  all  the  Romifh 
canonids  and  commentators,  becaufe  in  my  mind  it  fur- 
nifhes  a full  refutation  to  the  charges  of  oppreflion  and 
injuftice,  v/hich  have  been  fo  loudly  made  by  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland  againd  the  Legiflature,  who  in  the  reign  of 
George  II.  pafled  an  Act  difabling  Papids  from  ferving 
upon  Grand  Juries  if  Protedants  could  be  found,  and 
difabling  them  alfo  from  ferving  upon  Juries  in  all  actions 
between  Protedants  and  Papids:  it  was  a datute  framed 
precifeiy  to  meet  the  law  of  their  Church,  which  is,  f That 
a heretich  is  twt  admijfble  as  a witnefs  or  accufer  againft  a 
Catholic , but  between  heretick  and  heretich , he  is  a competent 
witnefs.  And  therefore  I incline  to  think  that  our  pre- 
deceflors  in  Parliament,  though  not  fo  great  orators  as  the 
modern  race  of  philofophers,  were  probably  fomewhat 
better  informed  datefmen  and  politicians. 

Having  thus  defined  herefy,  the  law  proceeds  to  provide 
punilhment  in  this  world  and  the  next,  and  declares,  J That 
all  hereticks  and  fchifmaticks , although  they  praElife  the 
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Chriflian  virtue  of  charity  in  its  fullejl  extent , and  although 
they  fed  their  blood  for  Chrijly  yet  that  they  will  moft  indu- 
bitably partake  of  eternal  fre  with  the  Devil  and  his  Angels , 
unlefsy  before  the  end  of  this  lifey  they  Jhall  be  incorporated 
with  and  reconciled  to  the  Catholic  Church.  For  neither 
baptifm  nor  charity , however  copious , nor  even  martyrdom  y 
can  give  a chance  of  falvatioti  to  any  man  who  does  not  hold 
the  unity  of  the  Catholic  Church . From  hence,  fay  the 
Do£tors,  Lutherans  and  Calvinifls  who  have  fujfered  at  the 
flake  in  defence  of  their  faith y will  fnd  themfelves  bitterly 
mi ji  alien  if  they  fuppofey  that  they  fuff er  martyrdom  for  the 
name  of  Chrifl.  '’I hey  have  been  committed  to  the  fames  in 
this  worldy  and  will  fuffer  perdition  in  the  next.  If  thefe 
Chriltian  law  givers  had  Hopped  here,  and  had  been  fatis- 
fied  with  configning  hereticks  to  the  Devil  and  his  Angels, 

I own  I fhould  have  thought  the  law  perfectly  harmlefs 
and  inoffenfive.  But  having  provided  a warm  reception  for 
them  in  the  next  world,  they  proceed  to  take  care  of  their 
temporal  interefts  in  this,  and  to  ena£t  every  fpecies  of 
'civil  penalty  and  proscription  againft  all  fe£ts  of  Chriltians, 
whom  they  have  thought  fit  to  denounce  as  hereticks ; and 
therefore,  by  their  law,  * hereticks,  their  aiders,  abettors, 
defenders,  and  counfellors,  are  in  the  firft  inltance  fubje£t 
to  excommunication  ; if  they  neglect  to  make  Satisfaction 
to  the  Church  within  a year,  then  they  are  declared  infa- 
mous ; in  confequence,  their  property  is  confiscated  to  the 
Pope’s  Exchequer.  They  are  deprived  of  all  jurifdi£t  on, 
nobility  and  dignity.  They  are  debarred  admilfion  into 
all  offices,  benefices,  and  public  councils.  They  are  in- 
capable of  being  elected,  or  of  ele£ting  to  them.  They 
are  alfo  incapable  of  making  wills,  and  all  jurifditflion, 
civil  and  criminal,  is  denied  to  them  ; for  fays  one  of  their 
commentators,  they  have  no  more  jurisdiction,  than  the 
E benches 

*Conc.  Gen.  Later.  Celeb.  Sub.  Innocent  3,  in  Crab.  Vol.  3.  Concik 
Gonzales,  Ibid.  Cap.  13,  Sanchez,  fide  difp.  31. 
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benches  they  fit  upon.  Children  are  abfolved  from  all 
obligation  of  duty  to  their  heretical  parents.  No  length 
of  poffeffion  will  give  a title  to  eftates.  If  the  poffeffors 
or  their  fathers  knew  that  he  who  left  them  the  eftate  was 
an  heretick,  or  if  he  was  at  any  time  fufpe£led  to  be  fo 
whilft  he  lived,  or  if  at  any  time  within  forty  years  after 
his  deceafe,  it  appears  he  was  an  heretick  ; * in  none  of 
thefe  cafes  is  there  room  for  prefcription : but  the  eftate 
muft  be  feized  in  whofe  hands  foever  it  be  found,  even  if 
he  be  a Catholic. 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  travel  through  the  fyftem  of  per- 
fection and  profcription  ena£led  by  the  laws  of  the 
Romilh  Church,  againlt  all  fe£ls  whom  they  defcribe  as 
hereticks.  It  is  juftified  upon  the  principle  of  herefy 
being  treafon  againft  the  Divine  Majefty,  and  therefore  a 
crime  infinitely  greater  than  civil  treafon;  and  it  is  alfo  a 
fundamental  principle  of  their  law,  that  all  Catholics  in- 
verted with  fecular  power,  are  bound  to  exercife  it  for  the 
extermination  of  hereticks,  f fo  decreed  exprefsly  in  the 
Lateran  Council ; and  by  a decree  of  the  Council  of  Con- 
ftance,  it  is  declared  that  all  contracistending  to  the  injury 
of  the  Catholic  Faith  are  null  and  void,  and  this  although 
they  be  enforced  by  the  fanclion  of  an  oath  : for,  fay  their 
commentators,  an  oath  cannot  be  the  bond  of  iniquity.  I 
cannot  but  wifh,  therefore,  that  young  gentlemen  who 
have  publicly  urged  the  expediency  of  a total  and  unqua- 
lified repeal  of  the  Popery  laws,  and  have  publicly  offered 
to  embrace  their  Catholic  brethren,  for  the  wife  purpofe  of 
refilling  Englifh  influence,  would  take  the  trouble  to  look 
into  the  laws  of  the  Romifh  Church,  where  they  will  find 
the  principles  of  fraternity,  upon  which  their  Popifh  fellow- 
fubjedls  are  ready  to  meet  them,  and  where  they  will  alfo 
find  the  conftitutions  by  which  they  will  be  governed,  if 
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this  fhould  become  a Popifh  country.  And  if  they  alone 
were  to  come  under  the  lafh  of  a Popifli  tribunal,  I cannot 
but  acknowledge  that  I fhould  not  feel  any  great  com- 
pun&ion,  in  leaving  them  to  talle  the  fweets  of  their  wife 
{peculations.  It  may  perhaps  be  faid  that  the  power  of 
the  Pope  and  the  laws  of  the  Romifh  Church  are  become 
obfolete,  and  therefore  that  there  no  longer  exifts  any 
good  reafon  for  continuing  the  reftraints  heretofore  im~ 
pofed  upon  Catholics  : but  I am  confident  that  the  old 
Romifh  fuperftition  is,  at  this  hour,  as  rank  in  Ireland  as 
it  was  in  the  year  1641,  I am  confident  that  there  now 
is,  and  always  has  been,  a regular  and  conflant  correfpon- 
dence  and  communication  kept  up  between  this  country 
and  the  Court  of  Rome  ; and  that  the  fpiritual  power  of 
the  Pope  is  at  this  day  acknowledged  as  implicitly  as  it 
ever  was  at  any  period  of  Irifh  hiflory. 

It  is  perfectly  well  known  that  we  have  a Popifh  hie- 
rarchy in  this  country,  claiming  and  exercifing  all  Epif- 
copal  functions,  under  the  immediate  authority  of  the 
Court  of  Rome ; and  it  is  the  boaft  of  the  Popifli  Bifhops, 
that  Ireland  is  a fingular  exception  to  the  Catholic  Church 
difcipline  of  every  other  country  in  Europe,  in  which 
their  religion  is  not  connected  with  the  date  ; that  in 
other  Proteflant  ftates,  the  heads  of  the  Popifli  Church 
have  not  any  Epifcopal  jurifdidHon,  being  without  fees, 
and  denominated  from  antient  fees,  now  a part  of  the 
Ottoman  dominions,  but  that  from  the  days  of  St.  Peter, 
the  Popifh  hierarchy  has  been  preferved  in  Ireland  by  a 
regular  fucceflion  of  Prelates  in  the  feveral  fees,  where 
they  have  always  a&ed  as  Ordinaries ; and  accordingly 
there  is  in  every  diocefe  of  Ireland,  a regular  Popifli  Con- 
fiflorial  Court,  a£ling  under  the  authority  of  the  Pope, 
and  entertaining  caufes  of  Ecclefiaftical  cognizance,  which 
are  decided  according  to  the  laws  of  their  Forum,  with- 
out regard  in  any  fort,  to  the  laws  of  this  country — If 
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proof  was  wanting  upon  this  mod  ferious  fubje&,  I have 
it  in  my  pofieffion.  A Popifh  Pried  who  a£ts  as  Judge 
in  the  Confidorial  Court  of  Elphin,  in  the  month  of  De- 
cember 1791,  cited  parties  who  had  lived  together  as  man 
and  wife,  to  appear  in  his  Court  in  a caufe  of  nullity  of 
marriage  ; hey  had  been  married  by  a Pried,  and  had  co- 
habited— however  the  marriage  contradf  was  pronounced 
null  and  void,  and  the  woman  was  turned  loofe  upon  the 
world.  On  her  complaint  to  a neighbouring  gentleman, 
one  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  county,  he  remondrated 
againd  this  proceeding — but  in  vain  : the  Confidorial 
Judge  perfifted  in  enforcing  his  fentence ; and,  in  judifica- 
tion  of  himfelf,  eticiofed  to  this  gentleman  a decree  of  the 
Council  of  Trent,  De  Reformation  Matrimonii , under 
which  he  had  proceeded,  and  in  the  courfe  of  his  cor- 
refpondence  upon  this  fubjeft,  which  is  now  in  my  pof- 
feflion,  he  very  gravely  dated  that  an  attack  upon  the  laws 
of  their  Church,  would  be  an  attack  upon  the  whole  body 
of  the  Roman  Catholics.  That  this  being  a clear  cafe,  he 
had  full  and  final  jurifdi&ion,  for  that  appeals  were  made 
to  the  Court  of  Rome  in  caufes  of  Ecclefiadicai  cogni- 
zance, only  in  cafes  of  difficulty,  Vel  propter  Dignitatem 
Perfonarurny  as  in  the  cafe  of  Henry  VIII.  and  Queen 
Catharine. 

I do  not  know  how  this  proceeding  may  drike  other  . 
men,  but  the  avowed  exidence  of  a foreign  jurifdi£lion  in 
the  heart  of  this  country,  governed  by  the  laws  c '‘a  foreign 
Prince,  evidently  framed  for  the  fubverfionof  allProtedant 
dates,  is  to  me  a ground  of  mod  ferious  alarm  ; and  the 
wildnefs  with  which  we  are  now  proceeding  in  the  modern 
philofophical  fydem  of  Catholic  emancipation,  has  very 
much  encreafed  my  apprehenfions  of  the  danger  arifing 
from  it : if  this  Bill  {hall  receive  the  Royal  aflent,  I mud 
from  that  moment  confider  the  Popiffi  religion  as  virtually 
edablifhed  by  iaw  in  Ireland.  The  number  cf  Popidi 
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Priefts  maintained  in  this  country,  certainly  exceed  two 
thoufand  ; I have  heard  them  calculated  at  two  thoufand 
five  hundred;  and  it  feems  well  worthy  of  confideration, 
that  this  great  body  of  ecclefiaftics  exercifing  unbounded 
authority  over  their  flocks,  acknowledging  an  unbounded 
ecclefiaftical  power  in  a foreign  Prince,  and  recognizing 
in  their  fulleft  extent  the  laws  of  a foreign  ftate,  is  to  be 
eftablilhed  by  law,  and  let  loofe  upon  this  country,  totally 
free  from  all  ecclefiaftical  controul,  and  declaiming  the 
authority  of  the  temporal  tribunals  upon  any  fubjeft,  in- 
volving in  it  the  interefts  of  their  religion. — If  any  man 
doubts  that  the  Popifh  clergy  deny  the  authority  of  the 
Temporal  Courts,  to  this  extent,  let  me  refer  him  to  the 
recent  conduct  of  the  Parilh  Priefts  of  a Southern  county. 
They  were  fummoned  in  the  laft  Seffion  of  Parliament  to 
give  evidence  before  a Secret  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  in  order  to  difqualify  a number  of  perfons  of 
their  own  communion,  who  had  voted  at  the  general  elec- 
tion for  the  Gentleman  who  had  been  returned  one  of  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  county ; to  a man  they  refufed  to 
fubmit  to  the  jurifididfion  of  the  Committee,  or  to  give 
evidence  before  it.  And  to  the  fcandal  and  reproach  of 
the  tribunal  which  they  bad  thus  infulted,  they  were  fuf- 
fered  to  depart  triumphantly,  I do  believe  at  the  intercef- 
fion  of  the  Gentleman  at  whofe  inftance  they  had  been 
fummoned,  who  entertained  well-founded  apprehenfions, 
that  if  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  proceeded  to  punifh 
their  contumacy,  he  would  have  been  murdered  on  his  re- 
turn home. 

It  is  therefore  idle  in  any  man  to  aflert,  or  to  affect  to 
think,  that  the  old  mifchievous  Popifh  fuperftition  is  at  an 
end  in  this  country.  The  flow  progrefs  of  the  Reforma- 
tion proves  the  general  abhorrence  entertained  of  the 
Proteftant  religion  by  the  people;  the  profound  ignorance 
of  the  lower  ranks  qualifies  them  fully  to  receive  any  im- 
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predion  which  their  Priefts  may  chufe  to  make  upon  them ; 
and  the  misfortune  of  the  country  is,  that  if  their  minds 
{hould  be  diverted  of  a fuperrtitious  veneration  for  their 
Priefts,  fuch  is  the  ignorance  and  barbarifm  of  the  mafs  of 
the  people,  that  they  would  neceffarily  fink  into  a ftate  of 
rude  nature.  But  the  Popifh  fuperftition  of  the  country  is 
not  confined  to  the  lower  ranks,  it  flourifhes  with  full 
vigour  amongft  the  better  order  of  the  people:  it  is  noto- 
riousP  that  the  conformity  of  any  one  member  of  a Popifh 
flock,  to  the  Proteftant  religion,  is  confidered  as  a great 
and  irreparable  family  misfortune  : and  if  the  opportunity 
offers,  the  great  object  of  the  family  is  to  put  him  into  the 
hands  of  a Popifh  Prieft:  on  his  death-bed,  that,  by  a re- 
conciliation to  the  Church,  he  may  die  in  a ftate  of  falva- 
tion. — The  old  Popifh  High  Church  ufurpations,  have 
been  fully  and  candidly  afferted  and  avowed  in  a very 
modern  publication,  by  Doctor  Troy,  the  titular  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Dublin,  a gentleman,  whom  I have  not  the 
honour  to  know  but  from  character  ; and  he  has  been  uni- 
formly reprefented  to  me,  as  a man  of  irreproachable  man- 
ners and  conduct.  In  this  publication,  which  is  addreffed 
to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  in  a paftoral  letter,  he  gives 
them  fome  very  good  advice.  He  recommends  to  them 
a peaceable  and  loyal  demeanor;  reminds  them  of  the 
allegiance  which  they  owe  to  their  lawful  Sovereign; 
but  in  the  fame  breath  cautions  them,  moft  emphatically, 
not  to  depart  from  their  ecclefiaftical  allegiance  to  the 
Pope.  And  declares  to  them,  in  broad  and  diitin£l  terms, 
that  the  ecclefiaftical  jurifdi-ftion  and  authority,  affumed 
by  the  Kings  of  England,  was,  in  its  origin,  and  flill  con- 
tinues to  be,  a prophane  ufurpation  upon  the  inherent  fpi- 
rituai  and  ecclefiaftical  Primacy,  not  only  of  power  and 
rank,  but  of  real  jurifdi£tion  and  authority  of  the  Pope  or 
Bifhop  of  Rome,  derived  to  him  by  Divine  right,  as  fuc- 
ceffor  to  St.  Peter,  Prince  of  the  Apoftles  in  that  fee. 
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And  in  this  paftoral  letter,  he  tells  his  flock,  in  broad  and 
diftinft  terms,  that  any  deviation  from  their  ecclefiaftical 
allegiance  to  the  Pope,  or  acknowledgment  of  ecclefiaftical 
allegiance  to  their  lawful  Sovereign,  muft  inevitably  bring 
upon  them  eternal  perdition.  He  has,  in  this  paftoral 
letter,  communicated  one  piece  of  information,  and  one 
only  which  is  new  to  me, — and  that  is,  that  there  is  a 
ftanding  Cabinet  of  Cardinals  at  Rome  for  the  ecclefiaftical 
government  of  Ireland. 

I was  always  apprized  that  the  Pope  had  eftabliflied  an 
Iriih  Nuncio  refident  at  Bruflels  ; but  this  Cabinet  of  Car- 
dinals for  the  ecclefiaftical  government  of  Ireland,  is  new 
to  me.  I prefume  the  Cardinal  York  is  at  the  head  of  it, 
and  therefore  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  the  mild  fuper- 
intending  fpiritual  influence  of  this  Cabinet  upon  the  Irifh 
Catholics,  will  have  the  beft  effects  in  cultivating  their 
hereditary  attachment  to  the  Britifh  government,  and  the 
Britifh  nation,  and  their  natural  affection  for  the  eftablifhed 
Conftitution  in  Church  and  State.  It  is  idle  to  palliate 
their  attachment  to  the  Court  of  Rome,  by  averting  that 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland  acknowledge  only  canonical  obe- 
dience to  the  Pope.  Canonical  obedience  to  the  Pope,  is 
inconfiftent  with  the  duties  of  civil  allegiance  to  a Pro- 
teftant  ftate.  I confider  civil  allegiance  to  my  Sovereign, 
to  confift  in  an  explicit  acknowledgment  of  the  powers 
which  the  conftitution  has  entrufted  to  him,  and  in  prompt 
and  implicit  obedience  to  the  laws,  civil  and  ecclefiaftical, 
by  which  he  governs  his  fubjedls.  And  I know  that  ca- 
nonical obedience  to  the  Pope,  as  enjoined  by  the  laws  of 
the  Court  of  R.ome,-is  utterly  inconfiftent  with  the  duties 
of  civil  allegiance  to  my  Sovereign,  as  enjoined  by  the  laws 
and  conftitution  of  the  Britifh  empire.  And  therefore  I 
do  not  fcruple  to  fay,  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  an  a£t  of 
infanity  in  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  to  open  the  efficient 
political  powers  of  the  ftate  in  any  degree  to  Papifts,  hold- 
ing 
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mgcorrefpondence  or  communion  with  the  Court  of  Rome* 
If  they  do  not  make  ufe  of  them  to  fubvert  a Proteftant 
government,  they  muft  refill  the  ruling  pafiions  and  pro- 
penfities  of  the  human  mind ; and  as  to  their  profeflions  of 
attachment,  I cannot  forget  that  James  II.  when  Duke  of 
York,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  requefted  an  exemption  in  his 
favour  from  the  Teft  Aft;  and  pledged  his  word  as  a Prince 
and  a Peer,  that  his  religion  was  a matter  only  between  God 
and  his  confidence;  and  that  it  never  fhould  in  any  in- 
fiance influence  his  political  conduft  in  England.  I can- 
not forget,  that  he  renewed  the  fame  profeflions  on  his 
fuccefiion  to  the  Throne  ; — that  as  a private  man,  he  was 
always  confidered  to  be  a man  of  truth  and  honour;  yet, 
when  Mr.  Devaux,  his  confeflor,  had  accefs  to  him,  his 
profeflions  were  all  forgotten ; and  we  know  the  abufes 
which  he  afterwards  committed  under  the  fame  pernicious 
influence. 

Another  idle  aflertion  has  been  advanced  in  fupport  of 
this  Bill,  that  the  male  line  of  the  Houfe  of  Stuart  will  be 
extinft  with  the  Cardinal  York,  and  therefore  that  we 
are  no  longer  to  apprehend  any  danger  from  receiving 
Roman  Catholics  into  the  State.  But  furely,  no  man 
can  be  fo  ignorant  of  the  hiflory  of  this  country,  as 
to  fuppofe,  that  the  old  Irifh  Catholics  had  any  parti- 
cular attachment  to  the  Houfe  of  Stuart;  or  that  the  re- 
bellion of  1688,  was  in  any  degree  to  be  attributed  to 
their  perfonal  afleftion  for  James.  The  faft  is,  that  the 
Irifh  Catholics  never  had  any  perfonal  attachment  to  the 
Houfe  of  Stuart.  When  their  religion  was  tolerated, 
they  were  amenable;  and  when  the  Afts  of  Supre- 
macy and  Uniformity  were  enforced  in  Ireland,  they  were 
in  rebellion  to  the  Houfe  of  Stuart ; — and  during  Crom- 
well’s ufurpation,  it  is  well  known  that  they  offered  the 
Crown  of  Ireland  to  the  Duke  of  Lorraine,  if  he  would 
engage  with  them  for  the  eftablifhment  of  the  Popifh 

religion 


( 33  ) 

religion  in  this  country.  And  therefore,  they  were  attached 
to  James  II.  not  as  a branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Stuart,  but 
as  the  Patron  of  the  Popifh  religion.  And  whether  the 
Prince  upon  the  Throne  was  of  the  Houfe  of  Plantagenet, 
or  the  Houfe  of  Tudor;  whether  of  the  Houfe  of  Stuart, 
or  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick,  they  never  were,  nor  ever 
will  be  cordially  attached  to  his  government,  unlefs  the 
Popifh  religion  be  connected  with  it. 

Before  I difmifs  the  confideration  of  this  Bill,  which  I 
know  is  looked  to  abroad  as  the  firfl  ftep  only  towards  ac- 
complifhing  the  favourite  object  of  complete  emancipation; 
or  in  plain  Englifh,  of  complete  democracy  and  anarchy; 
I cannot  but  advert  to  a fubjedt  which  is  immediately,  and 
intimately  connected  with  it.  It  has  been  difcovered  by 
modern  philofophers  and  metaphyficians,  that  every  man 
who  is  not  reprefented  in  Parliament  is  a {lave ; that  to 
be  bound  by  laws,  to  which  every  man  in  the  community 
does  not  aflent,  by  himfelf  or  his  reprefentative,  and  to 
pay  taxes  levied  in  any  way  but  by  the  like  aflent,  is  to  live 
in  a ftate  of  bondage,  intolerable  to  men  of  free  and  en- 
lightened minds.  This  great  political  axiom  has  been 
promulgated  with  uncommon  induftry  for  the  laft  two 
years,  by  the  gentlemen  who  have  undertaken  Catholic 
emancipation.  It  has  been  illuftrated  in  eflays  and  ora- 
tions; it  has  been  whifpered  in  circles,  and  bawled  in 
news-papers  ; it  has  founded  a Puritanical  Provincial  Af- 
fembly,  which  is  but  a prelude  to  a great  National  Af- 
fembly  or  Convention,  to  be  elected  for  effe&ing,  by  fair 
means  or  by  violence,  a diflolution  of  the  prefent  frame  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  for  reftoring  the  Conftitution 
to  its  ancient  purity,  by  opening  the  right  of  reprefenta- 
tion  to  the  mafs  of  the  people,  of  all  defcriptions  and  all 
religions.  And  one  great  obje&ion  which  I have  to  the 
Bill  upon  the  table  is,  that  it  recognizes  in  a great  mea- 
fure,  this  mo  ft  pernicious  principle;  a principle  which 
never  did  exift,  and  if  once  admitted,  mull  lead  diredfiy 
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to  the  fubverfion  of  the  Conditution  in  Church  and  State. 

It  is  notorious  to  every  man  who  has  any  information  on 
the  fubject,  that  in  the  early  periods  of  Englifli  government, 
the  Commons  were  fummoned  only  when  the  ordinary 
refources  of  the  Crown  were  exhauded,  and  it  became 
neceflary  to  raife  fubfidies  upon  the  people.  It  is  noto- 
rious, that  fo  far  were  the  people  of  England  from  claim- 
ing this  attendance  as  a privilege,  that  it  was  complained 
of  at  times  as  equally  burthenfome  to  the  deputies,  and 
to  thofe  by  whom  they  ,were  deputed ; that  petitions  were 
frequently  prefented  to  the  Throne,  not  complaining  of 
inadequate  reprefentation,  but  befeeching  to  be  relieved 
from  the  burthen  of  being  reprefented. 

It  is  notorious,  that  whild  the  Commons  continued  in 
this  date  of  native  and  original  purity,  the  only  druggies 
in  the  nation  were  druggies  for  power  between  the  King 
and  the  Nobles,  and  that  both  edates  trampled  upon  the 
people  \ that  as  property  and  perfonal  confideration  became 
difFufed  through  the  nation,  the  Commons  necedarily  be- 
came in  l'ome  degree  an  aridocratic  body ; and  jud  in  pro- 
portion as  the  Commons  increafed  in  aridocratic  influence, 
the  rights  of  the  people  were  aflerted  ; and  there  is  no  man 
who  knows  the  Britifh  Conditution,  who  mud  not  ac- 
knowledge, that  the  bed  fecurity  which  the  people  can 
have  for  their  liberties,  is  the  power  and  influence  of  their 
reprefentatives  in  Parliament ; and  therefore  it  is  that  it 
becomes  the  peculiar  duty  of  the  Legiflature  to  exclude 
from  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  influence  of  every  de- 
fcription  of  men,  whofe  principles  and  propenflties  are  in 
any  degree  hodile  to  the  Conditution  in  Church  or  State. 

What  then  becomes  of  this  modern  fydem  of  reforming 
and  renewing  the  Conditution,  by  opening  the  right  of 
reprefentation  to  the  rnafs  of  the  people  ? if  the  Reform 
is  to  confid  Amply  in  breaking  down  the  perfonal  confider- 
ation of  the  reprefentative  body,  it  can  have  no  other  ef- 
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fe£l  than  to  ft  rip  the  people  of  their  beft  protection  againft 
the  encroachments  of  prerogative.  If  it  is  to  produce  a 
popular  aflembly,  detached  altogether  from  the  influence 
of  the  other  eftates,  influenced  only  by  the  people,  and 
implicitly  obeying  their  inftrublions,  this  alternative  be- 
comes inevitable;  either  the  machine  of  government  muft 
be  at  a ftand,  and  the  nation  fink  into  a ftate  of  anarchy, 
or  if  a government  ftiould  exift,  it  muft  neceftarily  become 
a pure  democracy. 

The  advocates  for  an  independent  Houfe  of  Commons, 
have  two  ftriking  examples  before  them: — In  the  laft 
century,  England  was  blefled  with  an  independent  Houfe  of 
Commons;  a great. majority  of  them  profefled  Reformers 
and  Patriots  by  trade. — What  was  the  confequence  ? 
They  murdered  their  King  ; they  fubverted  the  Church  ; 
they  annihilated  the  Peerage  ; and  under  the  fpecious  name 
of  a Republic,  ereCled  a tyranny  the  moft  intolerable  that 
ever  opprefled  a people  who  had  been  free. — France 
is  now  blefled  with  an  independent  reprefentative  Aflembly, 
all  of  them  profefled  Reformers  and  Patriots  by  trade.— 
What  has  been  the  confequence  ? They  have  murdered 
their  King;  they  have  fubverted  the  Church  ; they  have  an- 
nihilated the  Peerage ; and  under  the  fpecious  name  of 
a Republic,  have  reduced  that  once  great  and  flourifhing 
kingdom,  to  a ftate  of  frantic  and  favage  defpotifm,  un- 
exampled in  the  annals  of  the  civilized  world.  And  if 
the  people  of  this  country  fhould,  in  an  evil  hour,  follow 
up  the  fuccefs  which  they  have  experienced  in  this  firft 
ftage  of  their  wild  fyftems  of  experiment  and  reform,  if 
they  fhould  fucceed  in  diflblving  the  prefent  conftitution  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  in  collebling  a motley  af« 
fembly  of  reprefentatives,  confiding  of  Proteftants  of  the 
eftablilhed  church,  and  Puritans  of  every  fed!,  and  good 
and  confcientious  Papifts,  returned  by  the  mafs  of  the 
people  in  execution  of  their  natural  and  inherent  rights, 
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what  muft  be  the  inevitable  iflue  ? The  voters  being  in  the 
proportion  of  three  to  one  Papifts,  Popifh  influence  muft 
neceflarily  predominate  in  the  fame  proportion.  I make 
no  doubt  that  to  one  point,  their  new  allies,  the  Puritans, 
will  agree  with  them,  and  that  they  will  join  in  facrificing 
the  eftablifhed  Church  : I have  very  little  doubt  that  to 
one  other  point  they  will  alfo  agree,  and  that  they  will 
join  in  fomenting  a quarrel  with  Great  Britain.  And  if 
they  fliall  fucceed  in  the  ultimate  objeft  of  both,  which  I 
know  to  be  feparation,  thefe  wife  Puritanical  Reformers 
will  then  find  themfelves  precifely  in  the  fituation  of  the 
horfe  in  the  fable ; they  will  be  obliged  to  carry  their  new 
allies,  and  when  they  are  once  fairly  mounted,  they  will 
have  to  lament  in  vain  their  reftlefs  levity  and  infatuation. 
If  therefore,  we  go  one  ftep  further  in  innovation,  this 
country  is  loft.  I very  much  fear,  that  we  have  already 
made  a mod  precipitate  and  indifcreet  experiment;  but  if 
the  Parliament  and  Government  do  not  firmly  unite  to 
flop  the  progrefs  of  this  moil  pernicious  and  alarming 
rage  for  innovation  and  experiment,  feparation  from  Great 
Britain,  or  war,  will  be  inevitable. 

A Right  Rev.  Prelate,  in  imprefling  the  neceflity  of 
yielding  to  the  demands  of  the  Catholics  in  their  fulleft 
extent,  has  told  us  explicitly,  that  the  Catholics  demand 
it,  that  the  people  of  Great  Britain  demand  it,  and  that 
Great  Britain  will  no  longer  aflift  the  Proteftants  of  Ire- 
land in  a fyftem  of  oppreflion.  If  the  Right  Rev.  Prelate 
threw  out  this  obfervation  by  way  of  menace,  I take  leave 
to  tell  him,  that  it  ill  becomes  him  to  addrefs  this  Aflembly 
in  the  language  of  intimidation.  If  he  meant  to  deliver 
an  opinion,  that  Great  Britain  will  withdraw  her  protec- 
tion from  this  country,  or  that  Great  Britain  can  main- 
tain her  connexion  with  Ireland,  by  facrificing  her  inte- 
refts  in  it : in  my  opinion,  the  Right  Rev.  Prelate  is  but 
a flimfy  politician.  The  interefts  of  Great  Britain  and 
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Ireland  are,  and  always  mud  be,  the  fame — their  connec- 
tion is  eflential  to  both  ; it  is  efiential  to  the  interefts  of 
Great  Britain  ; it  is  efiential  to  the  exidence  of  Ireland  ; 
and  therefore  the  crooked  folly  of  man  could  not  have  fug- 
geded  a more  mifchievous  obfervation,  than  has  fallen 
from  that  Right  Rev.  Prelate : it  can  tend  only  to  en- 
courage faction  and  fedition  in  Ireland,  and  to  involve 
Great  Britain  in  the  difficulties  and  embarraflments,  which 
mud  neceflarily  attend  fedition  and  faction  in  this  country. 
Great  Britain  mud  maintain  her  connexion  with  Ireland, 
and  (he  can  maintain  it  only  by  maintaining  and  fupport- 
ing  the  old  Englidi  intered  here.  She  mud  look  for  fup- 
port  in  Ireland,  by  maintaining  and  defending  the  def- 
cendants  of  the  old  Englifh  fettlers;  who  with  a very  few 
exceptions,  conditute  the  Protedant  intered  in  this  coun- 
try : they  mud  know  and  feel  that  they  can  maintain  their 
prefent  fituation  only  by  a dole  adherence  to  Great  Britain ; 
and  however  foolifhly  fome  of  them  may  have  a£ted  for 
the  lad  ten  years,  for  their  own  fakes  they  never  will 
hazard  a political  quarrel  between  the  two  countries. 

The  defcendants  of  the  old  Irifti,  who  conditute  the 
Catholic  Intered  of  Ireland,  know  and  feel  that  they  can 
never  recover  the  fituation  which  their  ancedors  held  in 
Ireland,  but  by  reparation  from  Great  Britain  ; and  there- 
fore, if  any  man  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  is  fo  wild  as 
to  hope,  that  by  communicating  political  power  alone  to 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  they  are  to  be  conciliated  to  Britidi 
intereds,  he  will  find  himfelf  bitterly  midaken  indeed. 
Great  Britain  can  never  conciliate  the  defcendants  of  the 
old  Irifh  to  her  intereds,  upon  any  other  terms,  than  by 
redoring  to  them  the  poflefiions  and  the  religion  of  their 
ancedors,  in  its  full  fplendor  and  dominion ; either  is  im- 
practicable : for  I confider  a repeal  of  the  Act  of  Supre- 
macy in  any  of  the  hereditary  dominions  of  the  Crown  of 
Great  Britain,  to  be  as  much  beyond  the  power  of  Parlia- 
ment, 
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ment,  as  a repeal  of  the  great  Charter,  or  a repeal  of  the 
Bill  of  Rights. 

It  is  a heart-breaking  fcene  to  any  man  who  loves  this 
country,  and  has  witnefled  her  growing  profperity,  to  fee 
its  progrefs  arreded,  as  it  has  been,  by  the  perverfe 
levity  of  the  people.  We  have  now  a Popifli  National 
Aflembly  or  Convention,  edablifhed  in  the  metropolis, 
which  exercifes  a complete  fydem  of  democratic  govern- 
ment over  all  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  ; this  Convention 
has  iflued  a general  order,  which  has  been  implicitly  obeyed, 
forbidding  all  Catholics  to  join  their  Proteflant  fellow- 
fubjatfs  in  declarations  of  loyalty  to  their  King,  and  at- 
tachment to  the  Conflitution ; dating  as  the  odenfible 
ground  of  the  order,  that  they  had  already,  in  a more  dig- 
nified manner,  profefled  their  loyalty  by  the  voice  of  their 
reprefentatives,  in  their  petition  to  the  Throne : but  the 
real  ground  of  the  order  has  been  avowed  without  referve, 
by  thofe  who  have  acled  under  it  to  be,  that  the  Papifts 
of  Ireland  now  hold  the  balance  of  power  in  the  State;  that 
whatever  party  they  may  chufe  to  join,  mud  prevail;  and 
therefore,  it  behoves  them  to  maintain  an  odenfible  neu- 
trality, till  they  fee  whether  they  can  gain  mod  by  joining 
the  party  intereded  in  fupporting  the  Conditution,  or  the 
party  druggling  to  fubvert  it.  If,  however,  they  flaould 
purfue  this  refined  policy,  I have  very  little  doubt  that 
they  will  find,  ere  it  be  long,  that  there  is  more  cunning 
than  wifdom  in  it. 

This  Convention  exercifes  alfo  the  power  of  taxation 
over  all  the  Catholics  of  Ireland ; contributions  were  levied 
by  their  order,  fird  privately,  but  now  they  are  levied  pub- 
licly in  the  face  of  day  under  the  authority  of  a circular 
warrant,  a fort  of  Privy  Seal  for  a general  benevolence. 
The  lad  warrant  which  was  iflued  is  teded  on  the  fifth  of 
February,  a period  at  which  no  doubt  could  be  entertained 
of  the  fuccefs  of  their  claims,  as  far  as  this  Bill  has  acceded  to 
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them ; and  yet  in  the  lad  warrant,  they  (late  that  the  grow- 
ing and  heavy  expence  of  the  Catholic  caufe,  make  a gene- 
ral contribution  throughout  every  parifh  in  the  kingdom  a 
matter  of  abfolute  and  preding  neceflity;  and  I know  that  the 
taxes  repeatedly  levied  upon  the  poor  under  the  authority  of 
this  Convention  have  in  many  didri£ls  reduced  them  to  very 
great  didrefs.  What  can  the  heavy  expences  of  fupport- 
ing  the  Catholic  caufe  have  been  heretofore  ? What  can 
be  the  growing  and  heavy  expences  of  fupporting  it  now  ? 
If  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  confider  their  caufe  to  be  the 
caufe  of  dutiful  and  loyal  fubje&s,  fubmitted  only  to  the 
wifdom  and  liberality  of  Parliament,  what  fair  and  honed 
expence  can  the  Managers  of  it  have  heretofore  incurred  ? 
If  the  caufe  be  good,  from  what  fource  can  heavy  and 
growing  expences  now  arife  in  fupport  of  it  ? The  fact  is, 
that  fome  of  the  men  who  now  govern  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland,  are  men  in  whom  neither  they  nor  any  other  de- 
fcription  of  the  King’s  fubjedts  ought  to  have  any  confi- 
dence. I know  them  to  be  connected  in  politics  with  the 
Jacobins  and  Levellers  of  the  Metropolis.  The  money 
levied  upon  the  Catholics  is  applied  by  their  direction  and 
under  their  orders,  and  if  they  are  differed  to  continue 
this  modern  trade  of  petty  Democracy,  it  mud  lead  inevi- 
tably to  the  fubverfion  of  all  order  and  government.  The 
Puritans  of  the  North,  availing  themfelves  of  the  example 
of  their  Catholic  brethren,  have  already  formed  a Pro- 
vincial Convention,  and  their  intention  of  forming  a 
general  National  Convention  to  meet  in  a central  part  of 
the  kingdom  whenever  Parliament  (hall  be  prorogued,  in 
order  to  force  a diflolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  as 
now  condituted,  and  to  form  a pure  Democratic  reprefen- 
tation  of  all  the  people  without  diftin&ion,  is  fairly  avowed ; 
and  they  argue  very  gravely,  that  as  the  voice  of  three 
millions  of  people  fpoken  by  a Popifh  Convention  has  been 
attended  to,  the  voice  of  four  millions  fpeaking  by  the  fame 
organs*  nnot  be  difled.  And  certainly  the  friends  of  the 
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people  of  all  defcriptions  have  already  fpoken  and  written 
individually  and  collectively  with  fuch  effeCt,  that  by  their 
united  efforts  for  National  welfare  and  National  reform, 
public  and  private  credit  has  been  blafted,  trade  and  agri- 
culture are  at  a {land,  and  a general  defpondency  and 
alarm,  pervade  the  country — and  in  my  mind,  there  never 
was  a period  at  which  there  exifted  more  ferious  caufe  for 
alarm  in  the  mind  of  every  fober  and  thinking  man,  than 
at  the  prefent  hour — the  people  appear  to  have  been  feized 
with  a general  infatuation  ; their  temper  and  difpofitions 
at  this  day  are  precifely  the  temper  and  difpofitions  of  the 
people  of  England  in  the  year  1641,  as  defcribed  by  Lord 
Clarendon  : — 

The  hand  and  judgment  of  God,  fays  he,  were  very 
vifible  in  infatuating  a people , as  ripe  and  prepared  for  de- 
JlruElion , into  all  the  perverfe  aElions  of  folly  and  madnefs  ; 
making  the  weak  to  contribute  to  the  defigns  of  the  wicked , 
and  fujfering  even  thefe  by  degrees , from  a confcioufnefs  of 
their  guilty  to  grow  more  wicked  than  they  intended  to  be  : 
letting  the  wife  to  be  impofed  upon  by  men  of  fmall  wider • 
funding , and  permitting  the  innocent  to  be  pojfeffed  with 
lazinefs  and  feep , in  the  mojl  vtftble  article  of  danger  : unit- 
ing the  ill , though  of  the  mod  different  opinions , oppofte  in- 
ierefs , and  difant  affections,  in  a firm  and  confant 
league  of  mif chiefs,  and  dividing  thofe  whofe  opinions  and 
inter  fis  are  the  fame , into  faction  and  emulation  more  per- 
nicious to  the  public , than  the  treafon  of  the  others , whilfi  the 
poor  people  under  pretence  of  zeal  to  Religion , Law , Liberty 
and  Parliament , words  of  precious  efieem  in  their  jufi  Jig- 
; nification , are  furioufiy  hurried  into  aElions  introducing 
atheifm , and  diffolving  the  elements  of  the  Chrifiian  Religion , 
conceiting  all  obligations , defiroying  all  foundations  of  law 
and  liberty , and  rendering  not  only  the  privileges  but  the  very 
being  of  Parliaments  defperate  and  impracticable  ; and 
although  the  immediate  finger  and  wrath  of  God  rnufl  be 
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acknowledged  in  thefe  perplexities  and  dijlraBions , yet  have 
they  proceeded  and  been  brought  upon  us  by  the  fame  natural 
caufes  and  means  which  have  ufually  attended  kingdoms 
fwoln  with  plenty,  pride,  and  excefs , towards  fome  fignal 
cafigaticn  of  Heaven . 

If  the  men  whofe  interefts  and  opinions  are  the  fame 
will  defift  from  fadtion  and  emulation,  and  will  once  more 
unite  to  diflolve  the  complicated  leagues  of  mifchief  which 
are  formed  againft  them,  they  may,  perhaps,  by  care  and 
circumfpedtion,  reftore  peace  and  fecurity  to  the  country : 
but  if  we  are  to  perfift  in  encouraging  fadtion  and  emula- 
tion at  home,  and  in  fomenting  jealoufies  and  difunion 
between  this  country  and  Great  Britain,  the  exigence  of 
Parliaments  will  inevitably  become  defperate  and  imprac- 
ticable ; we  (hall  be  driven  to  fue  for  an  union  with  the 
Parliament  of  England,  as  the  laft  refource  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  Ireland,  and  the  mifery  is  that  every  ftep  which 
we  advance  in  innovation,  as  it  increafes  the  neceffity  for 
an  union,  will  incteafe  the  difficulties  in  adj lifting  it. 

I have  been  led  much  more  into  detail  upon  this  quef- 
tion  than  I intended  when  I was  called  up ; the  fubjedf  is 
near  my  heart,  and  therefore  I have  been  warm  in  dif- 
cuffing  it.  I muft  again  declare  that  I confider  the  Bill 
upon  the  table  to  be  a molt  indifereet  and  precipitate  ex- 
periment. I confider  it  to  be  in  principle  unwife  and  per- 
nicious, and  even  if  it  were  unexceptionable  in  principle, 
when  I look  back  to  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been 
brought  before  Parliament,  in  my  opinion,  by  aflenting  to 
it,  we  (hall  eftabliih  a precedent  fatal  to  all  legitimate 
authority.  But  however  deeply  thefe  confiberations  are 
impreffied  upon  my  mind,  I will  not  divide  the  Houfe 
upon  the  quehion  for  committing  this  Bill,  becaufe,  after 
what  has  pafled  upon  this  fubjedf  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  I will  not  now  be  refponfible  for  the  immediate 
confequences  of  rejedling  altogether  the  wild  claims  which 
G have 
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have  been  advanced  on  behalf  of  the  Irifli  Roman  Catho- 
lics. If  the  meafure  which  has  been  brought  forward 
{nail  prove  fuccefsful  in  uniting  men  of  all  religious  per- 
fuafions  in  fentiment,  in  fupport  of  the  Conftitution,  it  is 
fit  that  its  authors  and  promoters  (hould  have  the  full  and 
exclufive  merit  refulting  from  it : if  on  the  contrary,  it 
{hill  prove  a fource  of  new  difficulties  and  embarraflments 
in  the  Government  of  this  country,  it  is  fit  that  they  and 
they  only,  ffiould  be  refponfible  for  the  iflue. 
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W HEN  a Bill  is  introduced  into  this  Houfe,  for 
changing  the  Conditutiori  under  which  we  have  lived  in 
happinefs  and  profperity,  and  under  which  we  have  feen 
this  kingdom  gradually  rife  to  a Hate  of  affluence,  and  to 
an  extent  of  trade  and  manufa&ure,  of  freedom  and  in- 
dependence, beyond  the  mod  fanguine  expectation  of  its 
warmed  advocates  ; when  this  change  has  been  fuggeded 
to  tn is  kingdom  from  abroad,  without  any  internal  caufe 
requiring  its  introduction,  at  a time  of  the  mod  perfeCt 
content  and  unanimity,  religious  animohties  at  red,  and 
every  man  contributing  his  indudry  and  exertions  to  the 
public  weal ; — little  as  he  was  in  the  habit  of  fpeaking,  he 
could  not  forbear  to  requed  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe, 
while  he  fhould  deliver  his  fentiments  on  fo  great  a fub- 
je&.  However,  before  he  entered  into  it,  he  would 
notice  feme  of  the  tranfaftions  of  the  lad  Summer  ; this 
he  wifhed  to  have  avoided,  but  the  manner  in  which  the 
conduCt  of  Grand  Juries  had  been  mentioned,  by  two  or 
three  gentlemen  in  that  Houfe,  made  it  abfolutely  necef- 
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fary  for  him,  and  he  would  fay  their  condu£l  had  not 
only  been  proper,  but  neceflary  and  perfectly  conftitu- 
tional. 

Soon  after  the  riling  of  Parliament,  laft  year,  and  after 
this  Houfe  had  almoft  unanimoully  reje£ted  the  Petition 
of  the  Catholics  for  granting  a Qualified  Franchife,  a 
letter  figned  Edward  Byrne,  had  been  circulated  with  a 
very  fufpicious  fecrecy,  but  was  however  publicly  known 
before  the  Summer  Aflizes.  This  letter  was  full  of  fedi- 
tion  ; he  thought  fo  from  the  moment  he  firft  faw  it,  and 
he  thought  fo  ftill.  It  told  the  Catholics  they  were  Slaves 
— There  can  be  no  Slaves,  if  there  be  no  Tyrants.  To 
whom  did  it  mean  that  they  were  [laves  ? To  the  Proteft- 
ants,  who  were  then  pointed'  out  to  them  as  tyrants  and 
oppreflors : an  infinuation  fo  notqrioufly  falfe,  that,  but 
for  the  remainder  of  the  letter,  it  might  have  palled  un- 
noticed. It  next  endeavoured  to  poifon  the  Catholic 
mind  againlt  the  Proteftant,  by  afterting  that  Roman 
Catholic  tenants  were  turned  out  of  their  lands  to  beg- 
gary, to  make  room  for  Proteftant  Freeholders.  He  now 
fpoke  in  the  hearing  of  the  greateft  part  of  the  landed 
property  in  the  kingdom,  and  he  appealed  to  their  know- 
ledge, whether  fuch  aflertion  was  founded  in  fa£I,  in  any 
part  of  Ireland. — It  was  not ; and  he  would  anfwer  for 
the  County  in  which  he  lived,  and  which  he  had  the 
honour  of  reprefenting,  that  no  man  in  it  made  any 
diftinction  among  his  tenants  for  religious  opinions  ; nor 
did  he  ever  hear  or  believe,  that  any  one  Catholic  was 
ever  turned  out  of  his  Farm  to  make  room  for  a Proteftant. 
The  Letter,  with  a view  to  further  inflammation,  tells 
them,  they  are  not  fecure  of  an  impartial  adminiftrat-ion 
of  juftice,  thereby  fuggefting,  that  both  Grand  and  Petty 
Juries  were  fo  bigoted,  fo  forgetful  of  their  oaths,  and 
JVIagiftrates  fo  corrupt,  that  no  impartial  juftice  could  be 
expected  from  them,  and  that  a change  of  the  Law  was 
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ejfential  to  their  protection.  For  what  purpofe  was  a (late- 
ment,  fo  notorioufly  falfe,  made  to  the  Public,  but  to 
miflead  and  inflame  the  Papids,  to  roufe  their  difcontent 
againd  the  Proteftants,  and  fire  their  paflions  to  fupport  a 
Parliament  of  their  own,  which  it  was  the  great  objefl  of 
the  Letter  to  convene,  and  to  convene  in  a manner  the 
mod  obnoxious,  after  the  French  model,  and  on  French 
principles:  a Convention  which  was  to  pafs  by  the  Par- 
liament, to  pafs  by  the  Government,  and  tranfmit  a 
Petition  to  the  Throne,  by  Deputies  of  their  own  ; — as  if 
they  would  fay  to  his  Majedy,  You  can  put  no  confidence 
in  your  Parliament,  nor  in  your  Irifli  Government ; they 
have  adled  wrong  *,  we  only  can  tell  you  the  wifhes  of  the 
nation  ; we  are  the  proper  judges  of  what  ought  to  be  the 
Conditution.  Some  gentlemen  had  aflertedthe  legality  of 
their  Convention  ; he  pretended  not  to  much  (kill  in  Law, 
or  knowledge  of  the  Conditution  *,  but  he  challenged  the 
bolded  Lawyer  to  meet  him  on  that  ground. — He  aflerted 
it  before  them  all,  to  be  an  illegal  Meeting.— It  is  true,  he 
had  feen  opinions  to  the  contrary,  one  of  them  given  by 
a gentleman  for  whom  he  had  the  highed  refpe£l,  as  a 
lawyer  and  a man  \ but  the  cafe  v/as  not  fully  dated,  nor 
were  the  anfwers  fully  made  to  the  queries.  He  would 
not  fay  that  the  Catholics,  or  any  fubjedls,  had  not  a right 
to  meet  and  to  form  Petitions  by  Committees  or  Deputies, 
to  his  Majedy,  or  either  Houfe  of  Parliament.  He  agreed 
to  it  in  the  fulled  extent ; but  this  was  not  the  plan  of  the 
Convention  ; it  was  not  to  be  aflemblcd  for  one  particular 
obje£l,  but  to  be  a permanent  body,  to  watch  over  the  in- 
tereds  of  a clafs  of  his  Majefly’s  fubje£ts.  In  that  refpe£l, 
it  partook  of  the  nature  of  Parliament ; it  took  upon 
itfelf  the  duties  of  Parliament,  and  could  not  be  judified 
in  a Country  where  Parliament  formed  part  of  the  Con- 
ditution.  That  it  embraced  mere  objedls  than  one,  is 
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evident ; for  the  attendance  of  its  members  was  exprefsly 
Rated,  not  to  be  required  except  on  important  occafions. 

He  would  add,  in  defence  of  the  Grand  Juries,  that  by 
a Britifh  Law  pafled  at  the  Reftoration,  no  Petition  for  a 
change  in  the  Conftitution  (hall  be  figned  by  more  than  a 
certain  number,  unlefs  previoufly  approved  by  the  majo- 
rity of  the  Grand  Jury  ; fo  that  Grand  Juries  have  been 
there  deemed  proper  bodies  to  confider  of  fuch  Petitions  \ 
and  what  is  the  declared  Conftitution  in  Great  Britain, 
cannot  be  deemed  unconftitutional  or  improper  here. — 
The  Grand  Juries  were  then  called  on  conftitutionally  to 
notice  the  Letter,  and  even,  as  Country  Gentlemen,  they 
had  a right,  and  did  feel  it  their  duty,  to  repel  its  feditious 
Hander,  and  to  fupport  the  fenfe  of  this  Houfe,  which 
Mr.  Edward  Byrne  endeavoured,  by  a counter  Convention, 
to  overturn.  For  this  conduct,  they  have  been  reprefented 
as  impeaching  all  the  Catholics  of  Ireland.  They  animad- 
verted on  Mr.  Byrne’s  Letter  only  ; and  I believe  they  all 
did,  I know  the  Grand  Jury  of  Louth  did,  diftinguifh 
between  him  and  the  Catholics  at  large,  whofe  loyalty  and 
good  fenfe  they  exprefsly  relied  on,  for  difappointing  the 
feditious  views  of  that  Letter : and  here,  as  no  man  wifhed 
more  than  he  did  to  avoid  perfonal  reflection,  and  as  he 
had  mentioned  Mr.  Edward  Byrne,  he  felt  it  a juftice  to 
declare  that  he  knew  him  perfonally  to  be  a man  of  worth ; 
that  if  any  of  the  Laws  he  had  ever  introduced,  were 
ferviceable  to  the  Trade  of  this  Kingdom,  he  was  much 
indebted  for  them  to  the  clear  and  found  information  he 
received  from  that  Gentleman  : he  believed  him  a mod 
fmcere  friend  to  the  profperity  of  Ireland  ; but  when  he 
afted  as  a political  man,  as  a minifter  for  others,  he  muft 
{till  fay,  he  thought  him  a bad  politician,  and  muft  totally 
condemn  his  conduct. 

Having  thus  vindicated  the  Grand  Juries,  he  returned 
to  the  queftion  before  the  Committee,  which  was  the 
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claufe  for  granting  the  Elective  Franchife  to  the  Catholics  ; 
this  they  demanded  as  a rights  and  many  gentlemen  in  the 
courfe  of  debate  had  talked  of  it,  as  a reftitution  of  a right, 
not  a favour.  If  it  were  a right,  all  debate  on  its  policy 
mull  be  needlefs,  for  we  could  not  withhold  it.  He 
would  therefore  confider  it  in  that  view ; and  he  trulled 
he  fliould  convince  them,  it  could  not  be  claimed  as  a right. 

Perfons  who  call  it  a right,  do  not  diftinguifh  between 
the  real  right  of  the  fubje£t,  and  this  aflumed  right.  Every 
fubje£l  has  a right  to  be  bound  only  by  thofe  laws,  and 
to  pay  only  thofe  taxes  which  are  agreed  to  by  the  repre- 
fentative  body  of  the  people  ; — that  body  is  the  reprefen* 
tative  of  ele£tors  and  non-ele£lors  equally ; but  the  mode 
in  which  that  reprefentative  body  (hall  be  appointed,  and 
who  lhall  (hare  in  that  appointment,  has  ever  been  re- 
gulated, afcertained,  and  redrained  by  law.  There  is  an 
abfurdity  in  fuppofing  that  every  individual  has  a right  to 
ele£l ; if  fo,  it  extends  equally  to  all ; it  was  prior  to  all 
law,  and  the  whole  practice  of  the  Britilh  Conllitution 
has  been  an  ufurpation. 

An  A£l  of  Henry  VI.  limited  the  right  of  Freeholders 
voting  to  fuch  as  had  Forty  Shillings  a year.  If  an  in- 
herent right  exifted,  the  legillature  could  not  have  fo  mo- 
dified and  narrowed  it : but  they  did  fo,  and  the  law  has 
been  acquiefced  in  for  centuries  in  both  Kingdoms.  If  it 
was  not  a common  right  then,  it  certainly  cannot  become 
fo  now.  The  Regidry  A«fl  he  mentioned  alto,  as  an  in- 
ftance  whereby  Freeholders  under  Ten  Pounds,  were  ex- 
cluded from  voting,  unlefs  they  performed  certain  con- 
ditions; and  he  dwelt  much  on  the  law,  which  totally 
prevents  the  exercife  of  the  Franchife,  at  the  time  when 
it  is  mod  defirable,  and  can  be  of  mod  ufe  ; at  a time 
when  a vacancy  takes  place,  with  momentous  fubje£ts 
before  Parliament,  and  when  individuals  might  wifh  to 
have  a (hare  in  the  choice.  The  law  will  not  allow  any 
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man  at  fuch  time  to  procure  a power  of  voting,  for  he 
mud  be  a pofleffor  fix  months  before  the  vacancy,  it  even 
prevents  his  voting  unlefs  he  fwears  that  he  did  not 
procure  his  vote  on  purpofe  to  qualify  him  to  vote  at  that 

election. 

Another  inftance  of  reflraint  is  in  the  exclufion  of  Re- 
venue Officers  in  England  from  voting,  men  who  could 
not  be  excluded,  if  their  right  was  inherent,  paramount  to 
Parliament ; and  whom  it  feems  hard  to  deprive  of  a 
Franchife,  for  devoting  their  time,  and  their  health  to  the 
ferviceof  the  Public.  But  if  the  right  was  inherent,  why 
is  the  female  part  of  the  community  excluded  ? they  con- 
flitute  one  half  of  the  people,  the  unmarried  part  of  them 
cannot  be  fuppofed  under  influence,  and  they  poflefs  as 
good  fenfe  and  underftanding  as  we  do.  The  confti- 
tutional  ground,  on  which  all  thefe  regulations  proceed,  is 
that  the  law  reflrains  all  thofe  who  ought  in  reafon,  to  be 
deemed  unfit  to  vote,  either  from  want  of  found  dif- 
cretion,  as  idiots,  and  minors,  or  from  being  fuppofed 
fubjedl  to  the  influence  of  others,  as  alms-men,  free- 
holders under  forty  fhillings,  and  revenue  officers,  or  from 
not  giving  thofe  tefhs  of  attachment  to  the  Conftitution, 
which  the  laws  deem  neceflary  for  the  fafety  of  the  fiate, 
before  any  perfons  fhould  be  admitted  into  its  fundlions, 
as  Roman  Catholics,  who  do  not  acknowledge  the  King 
to  be  the  Head  of  the  Church.  In  England,  the  Catholics 
are  not,  he  allowed,  deprived  of  this  right  by  name,  but 
by  implication,  by  prefcribing  as  neceflary  qualifications, 
the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy,  that  no  man  might 
have  political  power,  who  was  not  attached  to  the  Con- 
flitution,  both  in  Church  and  State,  and  who  did  not  ac- 
knowledge his  Majefiy  to  be  fupreme  in  fpiritual,  as  well 
as  civil  jurifdidlion. 

It  had  been  aflerted  and  relied  on,  that  the  Catholics  had 
exercifed  the  right  of  franchife,  until  the  i ft  George  II. 
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This  was  not  the  fa£l,  for  by  every  refearch  he  could  make, 
they  never  exercifed  it  fince  the  Revolution,  and  he  would 
prove  it  from  the  journals,  which  gave  the  belt  evidence  of 
the  pradlice  and  the  ufage  of  Parliament. 

He  read  the  refolution  of  the  Houfe  in  1697,  declaring 
nem . con . that  Papifts  ought  to  be  excluded  from  the  right 
of  voting  ; he  then  dated  that  in  1709,  their  right  came  in 
queftion,  on  the  petition  of  Mr.  Cufte  for  Irifhtown,  the 
proceedings  on  which  were  reported  ipecially;  and  the 
cafe  was,  that  thirty- fix  Papifts  had  offered  for  Mr.  CuiTe, 
and  if  they  were  admitted,  he  was  duly  elected. 

The  portrieve  alledged,  that  he  refuted  them,  having  been 
informed,  that  they  had  been  before  ref  fed  at  Rofs , and  had 
not  voted  for  many  years.  One  evidence  produced  by  the 
petitioner  believes,  Papifs  voted  formerly , but  not  of  late 
time.  Another  fays,  Papifs  have  been  excluded  from 
voting , fince  James's  timcy  and  the  fitting  member’s  conn- 
fel  infift  that  the  Papifs  had  not  a right  to  votey  and  had 
not  voted  fince  the  Revolution.  No  evidence  whatfoever  is 
produced  to  fhew  that  they  had  ever  voted ; which  it  muit 
be  fuppofed,  would  have  been  done,  if  the  facb  were  fo. 
A debate  enfued  in  the  committee  whether  Papifts  had 
votes  or  not,  and  they  refolved  the  fitting  member  was 
duly  elected,  thereby  declaring  Papifts  had  no  votes, 
Thofe  records  clearly  fhew  the  ufage  from  the  Revolution, 
and  there  is  not  any  other  entry  on  the  journals  which 
refpedls  the  fubje£l,  or  which  (hews  they  ever  had  been 
allowed  to  vote. 

The  preamble  of  the  2d  of  Anne,  fliews  clearly  the  in- 
tent of  the  legiflature  was  to  exclude  them.  And  for 
preventing  Papifs  having  it  in  their  power  to  breed  diffen- 
ftons  among  Protefants , by  voting  at  elections , of  members 
of  parliament , tafc.  Even  the  A£f  of  George  II.  which 
they  fay  was  the  firft  that  excluded  them,  fays  in  its  pre- 
amble, And  for  the  better  preventing  Papif s from  voting ,&fc. 
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as  if  it  were  a known  fa  ft,  that  they  were  before  excluded, 
but  fome  further  regulation  was  neceffary  to  enforce  it.  All 
thefe  authorities  juftified  his  affertion,  that  they  did  not 
exercife  the  franchife  fince  the  Revolution,  and  prove  the 
point  as  fully  as  any  negative  can  be  proved  ; particularly 
when  it  is  confidered,  that  the  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  in  thofe  days,  dire£led  all  matters  of  ele£lion. 

He  recurred  back  to  two  inftances  he  had  omitted,  Copy- 
holders  and  Leffees  for  years ; the  former  conllitute  a great 
body  of  the  landholders  of  England,  and  the  tenure  is  ill 
fa£b  perpetual;  but  by  very  little  better  than  a ficlion, 
they  are  excluded  upon  the  idea,  that  nominally  they  hold 
at  will.  Leffees  for  years  are  a numerous  clafs,  and  there 
feems  a great  ffretch  of  fpeculative  reafoning,  to  fay  that 
a man  poffeffed  of  land  for  999  years,  is  not  as  independent 
a voter,  as  he  whofe  i ntereft  depends  on  a decayed  life : almoft 
all  the  bifhops  land,  and  much  corporation  lands  can  produce 
no  voters  on  the  fame  principle,  being  all  demifed  for  years. 
Some  gentlemen  had  faid  that  copyholders  and  tenants  for 
years,  may  acquire  freeholds  in  other  places;  but  the  Papiff 
cannot  exercife  the  franchife  without  changing  his  religious 
tenets.  If  this  argument  has  weight,  it  is  ftill  ftronger  in 
favour  of  women ; the  Papift  incapacitates  himfelf  by  adopt- 
ing the  tenets  which  difable  him  ; but  women,  while  the 
rellraint  continues,  are  incapacitated  by  the  adt  of  God;  the 
one  may  by  conformity  acquire  the  right,  the  other’s  inca- 
pacity is  phyfically  irremovable  : the  argument  therefore 
of  thofe  gentlemen  undoes  itfelf  by  afferting  too  much. 

Having  thus  cleared  the  queffion  of  right  out  of  the 
way,  and  (hewn  that  the  Catholics  could  not  demand  this 
franchife,  as  a right,  the  committee  was  at  liberty  to  dif- 
cufs  whether  it  be  politic  or  not,  to  grant  it  to  them  as  a 
favour. 

In  every  thing  which  had  hitherto  been  granted  to  them, 
he  had  concurred.  He  would  allow  them  property,  with 
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equal  fecurity  for  that  property,  civil  liberty,  with  equal 
fecurity  for  that  civil  liberty,  and  every  thing  which  could 
tend  to  their  eafe,  their  happinefs  and  perfonal  welfare  j 
but  he  would  draw  a line  round  the  Conditution,  within 
which  he  would  not  admit  them,  while  their  principles 
were,  he  would  not  fay  holtile,  but  certainly  not  as  friendly 
to  the  Conditution,  as  thofe  of  Protedants.  It  was  im- 
poffible  while  Church  and  State  were  fo  intimately  con- 
nected, that  Roman  Catholics  avowedly  averfe  to  the  one, 
could  be  as  friendly  to  the  other ; or  attached  to  a Conditu- 
tion founded  on  both,  and  one  principle  whereof  was  the 
infeparable  union  of  both.  He  would  fay  that  the  plain, 
natural  and  inevitable  confequence  of  admitting  them, 
within  the  pale  of  the  Conditution,  would  be  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  Church  edabiifhment ; and  he  would  demon- 
drate  this  conclulion  dep  by  dep,  in  a train  of  argument 
which  appeared  to  him  unanfwerable. 

It  is  vain  to  imagine,  that  admiffion  to  the  elective 
franchife,  does  not  draw  with  it  the  right  of  reprefentation, 
it  will  follow  whether  you  chufe  it  or  not ; for  upon  what 
ground  can  you  fay  men  are  fit  to  be  eleClors,  and  unfit  to 
be  eleCled  ? It  had  been  urged  indeed,  that  a different  quali- 
fication was  neceffary,  and  that  it  was  fo  in  England,  and 
probably  would  be  foon  fo  here  ; but  admitting  it  even  to 
be  fo,  it  made  no  difference  in  the  argument,  for  the  qua- 
lifications of  both  were  of  the  fame  nature,  differing  only 
in  the  amount  of  the  value,  and  not  in  any  confideration 
arifing  from  their  opinions,  political  attachment,  or  per- 
fonal endowment. 

If  then  by  admitting  them  to  be  electors,  you  mud  al- 
low them  the  right  of  being  eleCted,  and  fo  give  them  feats 
in  this  houfe,  upon  what  principle  can  you  give  them  a 
feat  in  the  one  houfe,  and  refufe  it  to  them  in  the  other  ? 
Upon  no  one  principle  of  common  fenfe.  And  thus  you 
give  them  poffeffion  of  a full  participation  in  the  legiilature. 

The 
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The  next  ftep  to  the  offices  of  civil  and  military  power 
inevitably  follows.  You  cannot  fay,  that  men  whom  you 
allow  to  be  qualified  for  legiflation,  are  unfit  to  be  trailed 
with  the  execution  of  thofe  laws  they  join  in  forming. 
No,  fuch  a refufal  would  be  abfurd  in  fpeculation,  and 
unjuftifiabie  in  practice.  Admitted  then  to  every  truft 
and  power  in  the  Hate,  legiflative  and  executive,  do  you 
think  they  would  not  feel  their  clergy  degraded,  while 
they  remained  fubordinate  ? Would  they  reft  content, 
when  there  was  no  inequality  between  the  Proteftant  and 
Catholic  Laity,  that  there  (hould  be  a degrading  and  mor- 
tifying inequality  between  the  Proteftant  and  Catholic 
Clergy  ? — He  was  not  arguing  on  wild  metapbyfical  fpecu- 
lations ; he  argued  from  human  nature,  from  the  common 
workings  cf  the  feelings  and  paffions  of  men,  from  what 
Proteftants  would  do  and  had  done,  and  what  he  himfelf 
would  do,  were  he  a Catholic  in  the  fame  fituation. — 
Catholics  would  never  bear  to  fee  the  clergy  of  the  mino- 
rity, which  the  Proteftants  would  then  be,  exalted  by  dig- 
nities, and  fupported  in  affluence  and  fplendor,  while  theirs 
had  neither  honours  nor  maintenance;  they  could  not  be 
content  to  fee  the  clergy,  who  adminifterea  to  them  the 
duties  of  their  religion,  funk  in  poverty,  while  the  clergy 
of  a church,  to  whom  they  had  long  been  obliged  to  con- 
tribute, without  profiting  by  their  labours,  were  enjoying 
ail  the  benefits  of  a wealthy  eftablifnment : fubordination 
to  Proteftant  power,  had  alone  hitherto  induced  men  to 
pay  tithe  for  fupport  of  a clergy,  whofe  fpiritual  affiftance 
they  rejected.  PofTefted  of  power,  they  would  deem 
it  but  juftice,  to  give  tithe  of  Catholic  to  Catho- 
lic ; and  we  ftiould  be  at  their  mercy,  whether  they 
would  allow  the  Proteftant  Minifter,  to  receive  even  the 
tithe  of  his  Proteftant  Parifhioners  : they  would  naturally 
fay,  we  have  long  paid  tithe  to  men  who  never  could 
make  us  any  return  of  fervice ; we  have  maintained  a 
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clergy  whofe  do£lrines  we  cannot  liften  to  ; it  is  time  for 
us  to  pay  our  own  clergy  : and  they  might  go  further,  we 
will  put  our  clergy  in  their  places,  they  (hall  henceforward 
enjoy  what  they  have  long  laboured  for  without  reward ; 
and  we  will  eltablifh  our  church,  on  the  ruins  of  the  Pro- 
teftant. Such  would  naturally  be  their  language,  and  fuch 
the  fate  of  the  Proteftant  Clergy,  and  the  end  of  the  Pro- 
teftant Church  in  Ireland  : when  the  church  is  gone,  the 
date  will  foon  follow  *,  you  cannot  expert  a Proteftant 
date  to  fubfift  without  a Proteftant  church.  In  pofteflion 
of  power,  they  muft  wifh  to  make  theirs  the  religion  of 
the  ftate  ; and  what  would  ftand  in  their  way  ? Nothing 
but  the  King’s  Coronation  Oath,  “ To  maintain  the  laws 
(i  of  God,  the  true  profejfion  of  the  Gojpel,  and  the  reformed 
<(  religion , eflablijhed  by  the  law  ; to  preferve  unto  the 
i(  Bijhops  and  Clergy , of  this  realm > and  to  the  Churches 
t(  committed  to  their  charge , all  fuch  rights  and  privileges 
t(  as  by  law  do  or  Jhall  appertain  to  them” 

While  a Monarch  fits  on  the  Throne,  who  has  taken 
this  oath,  their  Church  can  never  gain  the  afcendency  ; 
their  obje£l  of  courfe  would  be  to  have  a Sovereign  who 
fhouid  not  be  bound  by  it.  I am  perfuaded  their  loyalty 
and  gratitude  to  his  prefent  Majefty,  even  were  he  to  live 
half  a century  longer,  would  prevent  their  making  any 
fuch  attempt  during  his  reign ; but  furely  it  is  natural  to 
fuppofe,  they  would  take  the  fir  ft  opportunity  they  could 
after,  to  obtain  a Monarch  not  barred  by  fuch  an  oath, 
for  accomplifhing  their  wifties.  That  Monarch  could  not 
be  the  British  Sovereign.  Britain  would  not  alter  the 
Coronation  Oath  at  their  defire,  and  thus  their  intereft, 
their  wifties,  and  their  ambition,  muft  lead  them  to  look 
for  another  Monarch  ; and  thus  would  be  effe£led  a com- 
plete and  total  feparation  from  Great  Britain.  Thefe  con- 
fequences  flow  fo  naturally  from  admitting  this  firft  inlet 
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into  the  Conditution,  that  he  could  not  dived  his  mind  of 
them.  It  was  painful  to  him  to  feel  their  weight,  and  ex- 
tremely unpleafant  to  him  to  mention  them ; he  wifhed 
to  avoid  it ; but  a quedion  of  fuch  moment,  could  not  be 
argued  without  looking  to  all  its  confequences  ; he  had 
never  weighed  any  fubjeft  fo  much  ; he  looked  on  it  in 
every  view  ; he  wifhed  to  convince  himfelf  he  was  mis- 
taken ; he  dill  wifhed  it,  and  would,  from  the  bottom  of 
his  heart,  thank  any  man,  who  would  fatisfy  him  he  was 
in  error,  and  remove  his  apprehenfions ; he  had  no  diflike 
to  the  Catholics ; he  wifhed  to  fee  no  danger  in  a meafure 
fo  likely  to  be  adopted  ; but  the  train  of  reafoning  which 
he  had  laid  before  the  Houfe,  exactly  as  it  had  offered 
itfelf  to  his  mind,  had  worked  fo  drong  upon  him,  that 
his  opinion  remained  undiaken.  He  was  dill  more  con- 
firmed in  it,  by  confidering  the  circumdances  of  their 
clergy  ; their  Oath  of  Ordination  bound  them  not  as  our 
Monarch  was  bound,  merely  to  maintain,  but  to  extend 
and  promote  ( pro  pojfe , he  believed,  was  the  phrafe)  the 
i tereds  of  their  Church.  And  all  hidory  concurred  in 
proving  their  zeal : they  have  fent  midionaries  to  pro- 
pagate their  religion  at  great  expence,  trouble,  and  hazard, 
to  almod  every  part  of  the  world  : extenfion  of  its  doc- 
trines, and  its  powers,  is  the  duty  of  its  profeffors ; their 
habits  of  life  too  urge  them  to  it  ; they  are  bound  to  ce- 
libacy ; drangers  to  all  the  comforts  of  domedic  life,  their 
paflions  find  no  reding  place,  their  home  had  not  the  al- 
lurements of  love  and  of  content,  to  engage  and  occupy 
their  mind.  Human  paflions  are  ever  alive;  if  love  do 
not  engage  them,  ambition  will ; the  experience  of  ages, 
Slews  us  the  ambition  of  the  Romifh  Clergy  ; and  when 
that  ambition  is  fired  by  a religious  zeal,  and  by  the 
certain  confequence  of  great  temporal  emolument  and 
dignity,  who  can  fay  to  what  extent  it  may  not  go  ? their 
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oath,  their  intereft,  and  their  ambition,  all  concur  in  rou- 
fing  them  to  exert  every  power,  and  watch  every  oppor- 
tunity of  effecting  this  change  ; and  however  unpleafant 
to  advert  to  circumltances,  of  which  the  author  feems  to 
have  repented,  he  cannot  avoid,  as  it  is  fo  appofite  to  the 
argument,  to  notice  how  eagerly,  and  how  early  their 
prelates  {hewed  their  ambition,  by  claiming  their  titles  of 
Archbifhops  and  Bilhops  in  their  fignatures  to  their 
Petition  the  other  day  to  this  Houfe,  contrary  to  the  ex- 
ifting  laws,  titles  which  they  would  not  have  prefumed 
to  have  aflerted,  but  from  the  influence  of  that  ambitious 

zeal,  which  over-bore  their  judgment. Iheyforefaw 

their  own  afcendency  fo  (Irongly  in  the  very  firfl:  dawn  of 
Catholic  power,  that  they  actually  believed  themfelves  in 
the  pofleflion  of  it. 

But  let  it  even  be  fuppofed,  that  the  overthrow  of  the 
Froteftant  eftabliftiment,  the  dethronement  of  the  Houfe 
of  Hanover,  and  a total  feparation  from  Great  Britain, 
were  not  to  be  the  inevitable  confequences  of  the  meafure 
in  debate,  need  he  fay,  that  there  was  {till  another  reafon 
for  refuting  the  Franchife  as  propofed  by  the  Bill, — that 
they  themfelves  were  not  in  a fituation  to  receive  it. 

The  utmoft  efforts  of  the  eleCtion  laws,  had  been  hard!) 
fufficient  to  prevent  perjury,  and  avoid  tumult ; both  thefe 
fpecies  of  mifchief  the  admiffion  of  Catholics  would  pro- 
duce. Nothing  tended  more  to  perjury,  than  the  want  of 
knowledge  of  the  nature  of  an  oath  ; and  their  fuperiors  had 
expreffed  their  opinion  as  to  the  lower  order  of  Catholics 
upon  this  point  In  their  Petition  to  the  Throne  (which 
by  the  way  he  obferved,  was  as  imprudent  a production 
as  ever  appeared  from  fenfible  men,  but  which,  as  not 
material  to  his  argument,  he  (hould  for  the  prefent  for- 
bear farther  confidering)  they  had  dated  that  number's  of 
Catholics , preferring  perjury  to  famine , fubmitted  to  oaths 
'which  they  utterly  di/believed . What  were  thefe  oaths 
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which  they  utterly  difbelieved  ? The  oaths  of  allegiance 
and  fupremacy.  Were  thefe  the  men  whofe  loyalty  was 
fo  highly  praifed,  and  who  were  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Legiflature  ? And  yet  this  is  their  character  drawn  by 
thole  who  know  them  bed.  Would  men,  who  could  in  the 
hour  of  coolnefs  and  reflection,  take  the  oaths  of  allegi- 
ance and  fupremacy,  which  they  utterly  difbelieved , hefi- 
tate  in  the  heat  and  hurry  of  an  election,  to  prefer  bribery 
to  perjury,  and  take  oaths  which  were  trifling,  compared 
to  thofe  which  they  had  before  taken  and  difbelieved, — 
oaths  by  which  they  might  perfuade  themfelves  they  were 
gaining  advocates  in  Parliament  for  their  Religion  ? When 
their  friends  fay,  they  think  fo  lightly  of  an  oath,  as  to 
prefer  perjury  to  famine,  can  you  doubt  they  would  not 
take  falfe  oaths  where  the  advancement  of  their  Religion 
was  fuperadded  to  the  avoidance  of  famine  ? He  faid,  he 
fpoke  not  of  them  from  his  own  furmife  or  opinion,  he 
Rated  the  opinion  which  their  own  Body  gave  to  the 
Throne,  and  publifhed  to  the  world.  Here  he  could  not 
help  obferving,  what  ideas  the  Petitioners  themfelves  en- 
tertained of  the  Constitution  of  Parliament : In  the  laft 
Seflion,  this  Houfe  had  rejected  the  Petition  of  the  Ca- 
tholics for  a qualified  Suffrage  by  an  almoft  unanimous  re- 
solution ; and  how  do  thefe  Gentlemen  a<ft  now  ? They 
do  not  come  again  to  Parliament,  and  pray  it  to  take  their 
cafe  into  consideration.  No*,  they  pray  hisMajefly  to  ufe 
his  influence  with  his  Parliament  *,  they  apply  to  the  Britifh 
Minifler  againft  the  fenfe  of  this  Houfe,  againfl  the  opi- 
nion expreffed  by  every  County  almofl  in  the  Kingdom, 
and  do  not  fcruple  at  endeavouring  to  procure  an  external 
influence  upon  this  Houfe.  Are  men  with  fuch  uncon- 
flitutional  ideas,  fit  to  vote  or  fit,  or  legiflate  for  this 
Country  ? They  fet  forth  in  their  Petition,  that  the 
fde&ive  Franchife  gives  infinite  variety  of  advantage  in 
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froteElion  and  otherwlfe  ; thus,  intimating  unwarily,  that 
thc-y  confider  it  as  proper  to  be  applied  to  other  ufes,  than 
the  pure  and  uncorrupt  choice  of  the  fitted  candidates ; 
for  wh  it  elfe  do  protection  or  advantage  mean  ? Great 
ftrefs  has  been  laid  on  three  millions,  being  excluded  from 
Franchife,  and  the  Petitioners  defire  that  it  may  be  recom- 
mended to  Parliament,  to  confider  their  numbers.  This 
is  rather  a blameable  expreffion  ; it  is  too  like  a threat; 
but  they  forget  to  date,  that  of  thefe  three  millions,  one 
half  are  excluded  as  females  ; that  of  thefe  three  millions, 
2,100,000  are  fo  poor,  that  they  cannot  contribute  qd.  a 
year  each  to  the  exigencies  of  the  State  without  oppref- 
fion,  if  we  are  to  believe  the  return  before  the  Houfe,  and 
i0  argue  from  the  reduction  which  his  Majedy’s  officers 
recommend  to  him  in  the  duties  of  Hearth-Money,  on  the 
principle,  that  there  are  fo  many  fubje&s  in  this  kingdom 
on  whom  it  would  be  a grievance  to  continue  a tax 
amounting  to  4d.  each.  They  forgot,  or  rather  omitted 
to  tell  his  Majedy,  when  they  reprefented  their  loyalty, 
that  they  were  not,  nor  could  they  be  loyal  to  the  fame 
extent  with  his  Protedants,  who  acknowledged  his  Supre- 
macy in  the  whole,  and  they  acknowledged  it  only  in 
half, — in  his  civil,  but  denied  it  in  his  ecclefiadical  ju- 
rifdiClion.  They  fhould  have  faid  at  the  fame  time.  We 
claim  your  Majedy’s  favour  to  put  us  on  an  equality  with 
the  Protedants ; but  we  do  not,  nor  will  we  ever  acknow- 
ledge you  to  have  ecclefiadical  or  fpiritual  jurifdi&ion 
over  us,  as  they  do.  And  here  he  remarked  on  the 
ftrange  fituation  the  Protedants  would  be  left  in,  if  this 
Bill  pafled.  They  were  dill  to  take  the  Oath  of  Supre- 
macy, the  Catholics  were  not ; they  whofe  principles  were 
to  acknowledge  the  King  as  Supreme  Head,  were  to  take 
a Ted  ; while  thofe  whofe  principles  were  the  contrary, 
were  to  take  none ; the  loyal  Protedant  is  to  take  one 
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oath  more  than  the  Catholic  ; it  might  operate  as  a temp- 
tation to  conform  to  Popery  ; for  if  among  the  number  of 
fubjects,  any  fhould  be  found  who  might  fcruple  to  ac- 
knowledge any  Head  of  the  Church,  they  would  be  ab- 
folved  from  it,  by  profeffing  themfelves  Catholics.  It  is 
alfo  worthy  of  remark  here,  that  revenue  officers  wrere  de- 
prived of  the  Franchife  in  England,  becaufe  they  were 
fuppofed  liable  to  the  influence  of  their  own  Britifh 
Monarch  ; but  Catholics  are  to  be  admitted  to  it  here, 
who  avow  themfelves  in  all  ecclefiaftical  concerns,  to  be 
under  the  direct  influence  of  a foreign  Potentate,  hoftile 
to  our  Church  and  to  our  Religion. 

Having  thus  argued  on  the  unfitnefs  of  the  inferior 
Catholics  to  exercife  the  Elective  Franchife  at  prefent, 
without  injuring  the  purity  of  ele&ion;  he  flated  another 
danger  to  the  Conftitution  from  this  admiffion,  that  they 
mult  be  advocates  for  the  world  fpecies  of  reform,  that  of 
individual  voting,  which  every  gentleman  on  every  fide  of 
the  Houfe  reprobated.  The  Proteftant  was  fuperior  in 
property,  inferior  in  number  ; the  Catholic  the  reverfe ; 
and  the  latter  muft  be  blind  indeed  to  his  own  intereft, 
if  he  did  not  endeavour  to  procure  that  reform  which 
would  giv£  the  influence  to  numbers,  and  take  it  from 
property.  But  there  is  one  confideration  not  yet  adverted 
to,— you  are  Truftees  for  your  Conftituents,  they  are  Pro- 
teftants ; have  you  the  power  to  deftroy  their  rights,  by 
overwhelming  them  without  their  confent  ? For  his  part, 
he  received  his  feat  in  this  Houfe,  and  the  truft  which 
he  brought  with  it,  from  Proteftants,  under  a Proteftant 
King,  a Proteftant  Conftitution,  and  a Proteftant  Afcen* 
dency  *,  and  by  the  bleffing  of  God,  he  never  would  give 
up  their  rights  till  tney  ffiould  defire  him.  Confult  your 
Conftituents  before  you  venture  on  fuch  an  atft.  Will 
you  give  to  the  Petitioners,  for  their  three  millions  of 
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men,  a full  participation  of  all  that  the  one  million  enjoys, 
and  not  fee  that  you  are  overpowering  the  rights  of  the 
one  million  ? Gentlemen  talk  of  prohibiting  Forty-Shil- 
ling Freeholders  from  voting  ; they  will  not  attempt  fo 
wild  a project,  when  they  confider  it.  What  ! to  dif- 
franchife  near  two-thirds  of  all  the  Proteflants — to  disfran- 
chife  thofe  perfons  who  fent  them  into  this  Houfe  ! The 
law  in  their  favour  had  exifted  fince  Henry  VI.  and  now- 
forms  a principle  of  the  Conflitution.  Did  the  gentlemen 
who  lived  in  the  North  recollect,  that  this  would  disfran- 
chife  all  their  manufacturers  ? One  gentleman  did,  and  / 
fupported  their  rights,  he  meant  the  member  for  Tyrone, 
Mr.  Stewart , whom  he  always  heard  with  pleafure;  for 
his  principles  were  found,  and  he  was  a true  friend  to  the 
Conflitution.  Did  they  wifli  to  force  manufacturers  to 
look  for  Ten  Pound  Freeholds  ; they  would  be  fpoiled  as 
manufacturers,  and  be  miferable  Farmers  ? The  Weaver, 
with  his  little  piece  of  land  and  his  garden,  is  generally  a 
Forty-Shilling  Freeholder  ; he  is  a ufeful  member,  a good 
voter,  and  a good  fubjeCt,  and  on  fuch'men  as  him,  may 
the  fafety  of  the  Conflitution  often  depend.  He  faid  he 
had  only  one  confideration  to  add  to  the  arguments  already 
offered,  and  this  was  from  the  prefent  times  and  circum- 
flances.  The  advocates  for  the  Bill  relied  on  them  much, 
and  that  it  was  neceffary  to  give  this  Franchife  to  make 
the  Catholic  a fleady  friend  to  the  kingdom  againfl  the 
common  enemy,  who  threatened  our  coafts  with  all  the 
favage  barbarities  of  French  cruelty  ; he  had  a much  better 
opinion  of  them  ; he  did  believe  them  loyal  to  their  King, 
and  that  they  would  not  defert  their  Country  or  fail  to 
fupport  it,  becaufe  the  Parliament  did  not  chufe  in  the 
time  of  war  and  danger,  fuddenly  to  change  laws  which 
had  fubfifted  for  a century.  If  he  could  think  of  them  in 
the  bad  light  their  friends  reprefent  them  by  that  argu- 
ment. 
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ment,  he  fhould  fay  It  was  decifive  againft  the  Bill,  they 
were  unmeriting  of  favour,  and  totally  unfit  to  be  trufted 
with  any  power  whatever. — Conciliation  is  dwelt  on  as  a 
motive,  but  will  the  Bill  conciliate  ? You  gave  them 
much  laft  year  for  conciliation  ; did  they  thank  you  ? No  5 
they  rofe  in  their  demands  and  pafled  you  by  ; it  is  not  in 
the  nature  of  any  body  of  men,  who  look  to  full  participa- 
tion of  power,  to  reft  fatisficd  with  a partial  (hare  ; they 
never  will  be  contented  while  any  thing  remains  to  be  ob- 
tained. But  what  is  the  conciliation  you  wifh  for  ? Not 
to  his  Majefty  ; for  their  loyalty  there,  you  fay,  is  paft  all 
doubt.  If  it  be  conciliation  to  their  Irifh  Proteftant 
brethren,  do  you  think  they  will  feel  themfelves  obliged 
to  them  as  the  authors  of  this  grant  ? Will  they  receive 
it  as  a voluntary  favour  moving  from  them  ? No  ; you 
know  they  did  not  originate  it,  you  know  it  did  not 
originate  in  this  kingdom ; there  has  been  a race  for  the 
Catholic,  and  fuch  of  you  as  have  entered  the  lifts  have 
been  outrun. 

My  Right  Hon.  Friend  ( Major  Hobart ) fays,  our 
relaxation  laft  year  juftified  Britain  in  interfering  now  ; 
but  our  relaxation  then  went  only  to  put  the  Catholic  on 
equality  with  refpect  to  property,  prote&ion  and  civil 
rights ; — this  Bill  goes  to  a very  different  point,  to  give 
him  political  power  : but  does  our  rejection  of  the  Catholic 
Petition  laft  year, — do  the  refolves  of  all  the  counties  in 
the  kingdom,  juftify  the  interference  ? Gentlemen  have 
thanked  the  Irifh  minifter  for  this  meafure  ; he  could  not 
thank  him  for  it,  though  he  could  for  many  others  ; for 
from  his  foul  he  confidered  it  as  the  prelude  and  certain 
forerunner  of  the  overthrow  of  the  Proteftant  eftablifh- 
ment  in  Ireland.  The  Britifh  minifter  was  the  firft  to 
roufe  this  queftion,  and  he  was  not  well  advifed  : the 
country  was  in  peace,  thriving  in  manufactures,  induftry 
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and  trade,  public  credit  high,  and  revenues  ample  ; what 
is  the  cafe  now  ? old  animofities  are  revived  ; money 
which  was  got  then  at  3I  per  cent,  for  the  public,  cannot 
now  be  procured  under  5,  if  we  may  judge  from  the 
money-bill  ;---trade  is  hurt,  the  revenue  fallen,  and  in- 
duftry  deftroyen  by  tumult  in  many  parts  of  Ireland  ; this 
change  has  not  arifen  from  French  tranfadlions  ; they 
have  not  been  felt  here,  at  lead  not  till  very  lately  ; it 
arifes  from  the  fears  and  agitations  into  which  this  king- 
dom has  been  thrown  by  the  roufing  and  fupporting  this 
claim.  But  to  return  : if  to  conciliate  be  your  objedl,  this 
meafure  will  not  anfwer  ; three  millions  of  Catholics  are 
fpoke  of,  to  be  conciliated,  but  you  forget  the  one  million 
of  Proteftants  : will  you  leave  them  contented  by  furrender- 
ing their  rights  and  their  eftablifhment  ? Will  the  manner 
in  which  the  meafure  is  begun  and  preffed  forward,  con- 
ciliate them  ? No.  We  are  in  that  awkward  and  un- 
happy fituation,  that  we  cannot  obtain  conciliation,  either 
by  the  paffing  or  rejedling  the  Bill  : pafs  it,  you  do  not 
fulfil  the  Catholic  with,  and  you  alarm  the  Proteflant : 
rejedl  it,  and  the  Catholic  will  complain  of  you. 

Plaving  gone  through  thefe  arguments,  he  fhortly  re- 
capitulated them  : I have  (hewn  you  that  you  are  not 
bound  to  give  Franchife  as  a right,  that  you  cannot  grant 
it  as  a favour,  without  hazarding  the  overthrow  of  the  Pro- 
teflant church,  the  Hanover  fucceffion,  and  our  connedlion 
with  Great-Britain ; that  even  if  you  could  do  it  without 
fuch  hazard,  the  mafs  of  the  Catholic  body  is  unfit  to  ex- 
ercife  it,  with  fafety  or  advantage;  that  fuch  a grant  will 
make  every  Catholic  an  advocate  for  the  word  fpecies  of 
reform,  where  numbers  and  not  property,  are  to  influence  ; 
that  if  thefe  arguments  have  no  weight,  ftill  you  are  but 
Truftees  for  your  Conflituents,  and  cannot  furrender  their 
right  without  their  efpecial  leave,  which  you  have  not 
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obtained.  That  if  you  had  their  leave,  the  times,  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  intimidation,  of  refort  to  a Britifh  miniftry, 
and  impracticability  of  conciliation,  would  all  render  the 
meafure  unwife  in  the  extreme.  And  here  he  called  on 
thofe  who  reprefent  northern  counties ; you  have  hea*d 
the  Proteftant  mind  is  changed  there,  but  you  cannot 
know  it,  for  the  fa£t  is  not  fo  *,  the  Grand  Juries  and  re- 
fpeClable  meetings  have  declared  againft  the  meafure ; 
fome  few  fmall  bodies  aflembled  without  authority,  give  a 
contrary  opinion.  Do  you  believe  even  thofe  few  wifh 
this  grant  from^convitftion  of  its  policy?  Very  far  other- 
wife  ; they  want  to  gain  the  Catholic  for  the  Reform,  to 
which  they  would  now  facrifice  every  thing,  and  if  you 
pafs  this  bill,  they  will  repent  their  folly,  and  fay,  You 
had  neither  the  wifdom  nor  firmnefs  that  Reprefentatives 
ought  to  poffefs.  Ke  next  called  on  thofe  who  had  figned, 
or  fan&ioned  by  their  prefence  at  Grand  Juries  or  County 
Meetings,  a difapprobation  of  this  meafure.  What  has 
happened  fmce  to  change  your  mind  ? Not  the  impru- 
dence and  afperity  of  the  Catholic  proceedings  *,  not  the 
interference  of  the  Britifh  miniftry,  in  direCt  oppofition  to 
your  own  fentiments;  not  the  threats  of  numbers,  for 
you  are  above  intimidation  ; but  you  are  told  the  Proteflant 
mind  has  changed.  I allow  a profpeCt  of  war,  and  fear  of 
troubles  at  home,  may  have  operated  upon  a few,  and  par- 
ticularly in  Dublin,  where  want  of  difcount  and  fall  of 
flocks,  alarm  fome  timid  traders  ; but  I cannot  believe  it 
is  changed  in  the  country  ; becaufe  as  far  as  I know,  or 
have  heard,  it  is  quite  the  reverfe  ; if  the  news-papers  be 
your  authority,  I anfwer,  they  propagate  many  falfehoods 
to  carry  this  meafure  ; and  notorioufly  mifreprefent  the 
real  fentiments  and  fituation.  If  there  be  any  in  the 
Houfe,  who  even  entertain  a doubt  of  the  policy  or  fafety 
of  the  meafure,  he  faid,  that  in  wifdom,  they  muft  now 
vote  againft  it ; it  was  of  a nature  that  it  never  could  be 
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revoked?  but  they  might  at  any  time  embrace  it  with 
equal  effect,  when  thofe  doubts  fhould  ceafe.  He  urged 
them  all  to  poftpone  the  Bill  till  after  the  Affizes  j to  con- 
fult  their  Constituents  in  the  mean  time,  and  then  they 
could  proceed  on  fecure  grounds.  He  entreated  the 
Houfe  earneftly  to  confider,  that  no  Country  was  ever  loft 
by  firmnefs  ; many  have  been  ruined  by  pusillanimity. 
Stand  by  the  Constitution  ; fupport  it,  arid  it  will  fupport 
you ; you  are  Strong  enough  to  maintain  it ; Shew  that 
neither  the  Britifh  minister,  nor  any  Britifh  power,  Shall 
ever  make  you  change  it.  A Conftitution , to  conclude  in 
the  words  of  as  wife  and  firm  a Patriot  as  ever  lived  — 

“ So  dearly  bought,  the  price  of  fo  much  blood  ! 

“ Oh  ! never  let  it  perilh  in  your  hands  ; 

“ But  pioufly  tranhnit  it  to  your  children. ** 


In  reply  to  Major  Hobart , 

Pie  did  not  fay  the  difcufhon  of  this  meafure  was  what 
injured  the  kingdom  ; it  was  the  firft  Shirring  of  it  and 
he  differed  from  him  from  the  firft  moment  it  was  men- 
tioned, becaufe  he  faw  it  would  deftroy  the  Proteftant 
eSlablifhment. 

The  difcufhon  of  it,  after  it  was  once  ftirred,  became 
necelfary  ; and  fo  much  was  be  of  that  opinion,  that  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  mu  ft  do  him  the  juftice  to  recol- 
lect, that  when  the  fubjeCt  of  the  Popery  laws  was  ftir- 
red laft  SeSfion,  he  recommended  a full  and  ample  dif- 
cuffion  then,  of  every  article  of  them  j and  finally  to  tell 
the  Catholics  what  we  could  relax,  and  what  we  could 
not  relax  ; as  the  moft  manly  and  fatisfacftory  mode  of 
proceeding. 


He 
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He  never  blamed  the  Irifh  Government,  nor  did  he 
blame  them  now  ; they  could  not  a£t  otherwife ; the  mea- 
fure  began  in  Britain  ; but  he  {hould  never  ceafe  to  think 
it  was  extreme  folly,  or  indifcretion  in  the  Britifh  miniftry 
to  roufe  the  queftion  here*  He  would  add,  that  much  as 
he  feared  its  fatal  confequences,  and  much  as  he  oppoied 
it,  yet  (hould  it  pafs  into  a law,  it  would  then  be  his  duty, 
from  that  moment,  to  give  up  his  own  opinions  *,  to  em- 
brace it  as  the  law  of  the  land  ; and  do  every  thing  that 
an  individual  could  do,  to  render  it  beneficial  and  effectual. 
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LORD  CHANCELLOR’S 


S P E E C H. 


MY  LORDS! 

I AM  happy  to  have  an  opportunity  of  difcufiing  this 
fubjeCt  with  the  noble  Lord  in  this  affembly;  I know  of 
none  on  which  there  has  been  fuch  a feries  of  dudied 
and  perfevering  mifreprefentation  ; and  certainly  very  li- 
beral contributions  have  been  made  to  the  Common  dock, 
under  the  fandlion  and  authority  of  the  noble  Earl’s 
name.  If  we  are  to  believe  reports  apparently  well  au- 
thenticated, which  have  been  nearly  avowed  this  night  on 
his  part,  the  noble  Earl  has  twice  brought  forward  this 
fubjeCt  in  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Lords.  His  fird  propor- 
tion to  that  grave  affembly  was,  to  addrefs  his  Majedy  to 
interpofe  his  gracious  and  paternal  interference  to  allay 
the  difeontents  fubfiding  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  which 
threatened  the  deareft  intereds  of  the  Britifh  empire. 
One  principal  fource  of  Irifh  difeontent  he  dated  to  be, 
that  the  Irifh  Catholics  infided  on  their  right  of  fitting  in 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  from  which  they  are  precluded 
by  the  datute  law  of  Ireland.  Another  caufe  of  offence 
to  the  people,  the  noble  Lord  dated  to  be,  that  a Member 
of  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons  had,  uninvited  and  with- 
out any  apparent  neceffity,  darted  up  in  a debate  and  pro- 
nounced an  abfolute  interdiction  on  the  hopes  and  preten- 
fions  of  Irifh  Catholics : That  another  member  in  the  other 
Houfe  of  Parliament  had  equally  uninvited  and  without  ne- 
cedity,  darted  up  in  his  place,  and  pronounced  a fweeping 
condemnation  on  the  North  of  Ireland.  I will  not  take  upon 
me  to  fay  what  might  have  pafled  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons ; but  I do,  with  perfect  confidence,  aflure  the  noble 
B Lord, 
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Lord,  that  nothing  has  pafled  in  this  Houfe  fince  I have- 
had  the  honour  of  fitting  in  it,  which  can  give  a {hade  of 
juftice  to  an  imputation  thus  caft  on  one  of  its  Members. 
The  noble  Earl,  if  we  are  to  credit  written  and  verbal  re- 
ports, for  the  authenticity  of  which  I can  in  fome  fort 
vouch,  has  recently  again  brought  forward  the  fame  fub- 
jecl  in  the  fame  affembly,  when  without  making  a diftin6l 
propofition  upon  it,  he  certainly  did  in  the  acceptation 
of  plain  understandings  pronounce  a fweeping  condemna- 
tion upon  every  department  of  the  ftate,  civil  and  military, 
in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland ; when  he  did  in  the  accepta- 
tion of  plain  understandings  reprefent  the  executive  go- 
vernment as  acting  wantonly  on  a fyftem  of  infult  and 
barbarity  againft  an  innocent  and  unoffending  people,  and 
the  army  of  Ireland  as  a£tive  inftruments  in  carrying  it 
into  rigorous  and  unrelenting  execution.  And  let  me 
here  with  the  unfeigned  refpe£t  which  I feel  for  the 
name  and  character  of  a liberal  and  high-minded  gen- 
tleman, and  a gallant  foldier,  put  it  to  the  noble  Lord’s 
good  fenfe  on  cool  and  mature  refle£tion,  upon  what 
principle  he  could  feel  himfelf  juftified  in  palling  by 
this  Houfe  of  Parliament,  of  which  he  is  a Member,  and 
making  an  appeal  to  the  Britifli  Houfe  of  Lords,  on  a 
fubje£t  folely  and  cxclufively  cognizable  by  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Ireland;  let  me  put  it  to  his  good  fenfe,  upon 
what  principle  he  couid  feel  himfelf  juftified  in  preffing 
the  Britifli  Houfe  of  Lords  to  addrefs  his  Majefty,  to 
interpofe  the  influence  of  the  Crown  to  allay  difcontents 
in  Ireland,  which  he  ftated  to  arife  from  the  operation 
and  efte£t  of  Irifli  ftatutes,  an  addrefs  of  the  Britifli 
Houfe  of  Lords  to  his  Majefty,  to  interpofe  the  influence 
cf  the  Crown  to  procure  a repeal  of  Irifli  ftatutes,  of 
deep  and  momentous  import  to  the  conftitution  of  Ire- 
land. Let  me  put  it  to  his  good  fenfe,  if  he  has  not 
been  traduced,  upon  what  principle  he  can  juftify  a rafh 

and 
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and  ill-advifed  aflertion,  that  a member  of  this  Houfe  had, 
uninvited  and  without  necefhty  ftarted  up  in  his  place, 
and  pronounced  a fweeping  condemnation  on  the  north 
of  Ireland,  and  having  made  the  aflertion,  urge  it  as  a 
ground  for  an  addrefs  of  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Lords  to 
his  Majefty,  to  interpofe  his  authority  againfl  the  effects 
of  this  affumed  Parliamentary  indifcretion  in  a peer  of  Ire- 
land, or  perhaps  to  prevent  a repetition  of  it.  And  above 
all,  upon  what  principle  he  could  feel  himfelf  juflifled  in 
a flatement  to  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Lords,  that  the  exe- 
cutive Government  of  Ireland  had  taught  the  foldiery  to 
confider  and  to  treat  the  natives  of  this  country  indifcri- 
minately  as  rebels,  and  under  fuch  a fuppofition,  to  goad 
them  with  w'anton  and  unexampled  iniult  and  barbarity. 
That  the  obfolete  feudal  badge  of  fcrvitude,  the  curfew, 
was  now  revived  and  eftablifhed  in  all  its  rigour  in  Ireland, 
and  enforced  by  the  foldiery  with  unfeeling  cruelty  and 
infult.  That  the  infamous  and  deteftable  principles  and 
proceedings  of  the  inquifition,  had  been  introduced  into 
Ireland,  where  the  unhappy  natives  were  put  to  the 
torture,  to  extort  from  them  a confelfion  of  their  own 
guilt  or  the  guilt  of  others ; where  the  unhappy  natives 
were  torn  from  their  families  and  immured  in  prifons,  ig- 
norant of  their  accufers,  and  in  a cruel  Bate  of  uncer- 
tanty  as  to  the  period  of  their  imprisonment,  and  the  fate 
which  awaited  them.  And  that  thefe  complicated  and 
unexampled  excefles  and  extravagancies  formed  only  a 
part  of  the  fyftem  acted  upon  by  the  executive  Govern- 
ment of  Ireland,  and  encouraged  by  the  Britifh  Cabinet. 
And  thefe  virulent  and  diftorted  exaggerations  have  pafled 
into  general  circulation  through  the  medium  of  every 
difaffedted  and  feditious  public  print  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  under  the  proffered  folemnity  of  the  noble  Lord’s 
oath.  It  remains  for  me  publicly  and  diftin&Iy  to  refute 
the  foul  and  injurious  charges  of  tyranny,  injuflice  and 
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oppreflion  upon  the  people  of  Ireland  which  have  been 
advanced  againft  the  Britifli  Cabinet  and  the  Britifli 
Nation,  and  againft  the  Government  and  Parliament 
of  Ireland;  and  in  fo  doing,  I (hall  give  the  belt 
anfwer  to  every  thing  which  has  fallen  from  the 
noble  Lord  this  night.  It  has  long  been  the  falhion 
of  this  country  to  drown  the  voice  of  truth  and.  juftice 
by  noife  and  clamour  and  loud  and  confident  afler- 
tion ; and  fince  the  feparation  of  America  from  the 
Britifh  empire,  where  the  noble  Lord  well  knows  fome 
Britifh  politicians  had  fuccefsfully  played  a game  of  em- 
barraflment  againft  Lord  North’s  adminiftration,  they 
have  been  pleafed  to  turn  their  attention  to  Ireland,  as  a 
theatre  of  political  warfare,  and  to  lend  their  belt  coun- 
tenance and  fupport  to  every  motley  fa&ion,  which  has 
reared  its  head  in  this  country,  to  difturb  the  public  peace, 
for  the  moll  felfifli  and  mifchievous  purpofes.  When  the 
noble  Lord  recommends  conciliation  as  a remedy  for  the 
turbulent  and  diftradled  flate  of  this  country,  with  all 
refpedb  for  him,  I rnufl  conclude,  that  his  information 
flows  from  this  polluted  fource.  If  conciliation  be  a 
pledge  of  national  tranquillity  and  contentment;  if  it  be 
a fpell  to  allay  popular  ferment,  there  is  not  a nation  in 
Europe  in  which  it  has  had  fo  fair  a trial  as  in  the  king- 
dom of  Ireland.  For  a period  nearly  of  twenty  years,  a 
liberal  and  unvaried  fyfiem  of  conceflion  and  conciliation 
has  been  purfued  and  adled  upon  by  the  Britifh  Govern- 
ment. Conceflion  and  conciliation  have  produced  only  a 
frelh  flock  of  grievances,  and  the  difcontents  of  Ireland 
have  kept  pace  with  her  profperity  ; for  I am  bold  to  fay, 
there  is  not  a nation  on  the  habitable  globe,  which  has 
advanced  in  cultivation  and  commerce,  in  agriculture  and 
in  manufadlures,  with  the  fame  rapidity,  in  the  fame 
period.  Her  progrefs  is  now  retarded,  and  it  is  a heart- 
breaking fpeclacle  to  every  man  who  loves  the  country,  to 
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fee  it  arrefled  only  by  the  perverfe  and  factious  folly  of 
the  people,  ftimulated  and  encouraged  by  difappointed 
flatefmen,  Britifh  as  well  as  Irifh.  When  the  noble  Lord 
talks  of  conciliation  as  the  certain  means  of  tranquilizing 
the  country,  I call  upon  him  to  fay  what  fecurity  he  can 
give  us  for  the  accomplifhment  of  his  prefage.  Does  he 
fpeak  from  experience  ? Evidently  not ; experience  is 
againft  him.  When  Lord  North  opened  the  trade  of  the 
Britifh  colonies  and  plantations  to  Ireland,  Parliament  de- 
clared itfelf  fully  gratified  in  terms  of  warm  and  affection- 
ate fatisfadtion  j and  be  it  remembered,  that  fome  of  the 
loudeft  modern  declaimers  in  the  Britifh  Parliament  for 
Irifh  emancipation,  did  then  oppofe  this  firft  relaxation 
in  the  fyftem  of  commercial  reflections,  impofed  by  Britifh 
flatutes  upon  Ireland  at  the  Revolution.  In  a few  months 
however  the  voice  of  indignation  and  complaint  was  again 
heard  in  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  although  the 
encroachments  on  our  conflitution  and  its  defeats  which 
were  then  complained  of,  were  generally  admitted  to  exift, 
a confiderable  majority  in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament 
thought  it  unwife  and  impolitic  to  bring  them  forward  in 
terms  of  anger  and  apparent  hoftility  to  Great  Britain, 
more  efpecially  at  a time  when  fhe  laboured  under  the 
preflure  of  an  extenfive  and  calamitous  war.  An  appeal 
was  then  for  the  firft  time  preferred  from  the  decifion  of 
Parliament  to  the  armed  Majefty  of  the  People,  and  with- 
out any  form  or  folemnity  of  trial  or  deliberation,  every 
gentleman  of  Ireland  who  hefitated  to  declare  open  waif 
againft  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  was  denounced 
as  an  enemy  to  his  country,  by  that  candid  and  augufb 
tribunal.  However,  on  a change  of  adminiflration  in  1782, 
the  Britifh  Government  determined  to  accede  to  the  de- 
mands of  Ireland,  and  adopted  a proceeding  which,  of  all 
others,  feemed  to  be  the  moft  flattering  and  conciliatory 
to  the  Parliament  and  People.  The  Duke  of  Port- 
land; 
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land,  by  the  King’s  command,  fent  down  a meflage  to 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  “ That  his  Majefty  was  con- 
cerned to  find  that  difcontents  and  jealoufies  prevailed 
amongft  his  loving  fubjedls  of  Ireland  on  matters  of  great 
weight  and  importance,  and  recommending  that  the  fame 
might  be  taken  intoferious  confideration,  in  order  to  fuch 
final  adjuftment  as  might  give  mutual  fatisfa&ion  to  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.”  If  ever  there  was  a proceeding  de- 
vifed,  which  might  afford  a rational  hope  of  quieting  the 
apprehenfions  and  relieving  the  exigencies  of  a diftrefled 
country,  it  was  this  appeal  to  their  own  teftimony  for  a 
knowledge  of  their  complaints,  to  defire  them  to  come 
forward  and  to  Hate  the  meafure  of  their  calamities,  and 
the  beft  expedient  for  the  relief  of  them.  And  accord* 
ingly  the  meafure  of  conceffion  and  conciliation,  de- 
manded of  Great  Britain,  for  the  final  adjuftment  of  all 
political  controverfy  between  the  two  kingdoms,  and  for 
their  mutual  and  lading  fatisfacbion,  was  framed  on  the 
declared  fenfe  of  the  Irilli  Oppofition-Cabinet ; for  on 
looking  into  the  Journals  it  will  be  found,  that  the  ad- 
drefles  in  anfwer  to  his  Majefty’s  moft  gracious  and  con- 
ciliatory meflage,  were  moved  and  voted  by  way  of 
amendment,  propofed  by  the  leaders  of  the  popular  caufe 
in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament : And  the  noblemen  and 
gentlemen  who  undertook  the  office  of  pointing  out  the 
grievances  of  Ireland  for  a redrefs  which  was  to  lead  to  a 
final  adjuftment  of  all  political  divifions  between  this 
kingdom  and  Great  Britain,  confined  them,  “ To  the 
ufurped  claim  of  the  Britifti  Parliament  to  make  laws  for 
Ireland  : to  the  appellant  jurifdidlion  exercifed  by  the 
Britifti  Houfe  of  Lords:  to  the  pradlice  of  fuppreffing 
Bills  in  the  Council  of  Ireland,  or  of  altering  them  any 
where  ; and  to  a Perpetual  Mutiny  Law.”  In  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  fame  Seffion,  a communication  was  made  to 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  in  a fpeech  from  the  Tbrone 
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by  the  Duke  of  Portland,  “ that  the  Britifh  Parliament 
had  paid  immediate  attention  to  our  reprefentation,  and 
that  his  Majefty  would  graciously  give  his  Royal  Af- 
fent  to  fuch  Bills  as  might  be  necefiary  to  give  them  full 
effect.”  To  this  communication,  an  anfwer  was  made  by 
an  Addrefs  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  to  his  Majefty, 
and  to  the  Duke  of  Portland.  This  Addrefs  was  alfo 
framed  by  the  Cabinet  of  Oppofition.  The  noblemen  and 
gentlemen  who  had  originally  taken  upon  them  the  office 
of  pointing  out  the  conftitutional  grievances  of  Ireland, 
were  the  movers  of  it,  and  did  with  peculiar  eloquence 
exprefs  the  acknowledgments  of  the  Parliament  and 
People  of  Ireland,  for  the  prompt  and  dignified  attention 
which  had  been  paid  to  their  reprefentations.  In  the  AM- 
drefs  moved  by  them,  and  adopted  by  both  Houfes,  they 
affured  his  Majefty,  that  “ We  were  fully  fenftble  of  the 
magnanimity  of  his  Majefty,  and  of  the  wifdom  of  his 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  in  feconding  his  Majefty’s 
moft  gracious  intentions  to  this  kingdom,  without  any 
Stipulation  or  condition  whatfoever,  and  that  his  Majefty 
might  have  the  firmeft  reliance  upon  the  faith ^ generofity 
and  honour  of  the  Irifto  nation . That  as  it  is  their  undoubted 
interefti  fo  it  is  their  warmeft  i wifh , to  promote  and  perpe- 
tuate  the  harmony , ft ability  and  glory  of  the  Britifio  empire  ; 
and  that  the  fame  fir  it  which  induced  them  to  affert  their 
right  to  ftoare  the  freedom  of  Great  Britain , will  confirm 
them  in  a determination  to  ftoare  her  fate  alfo , ft an  ding  and 
falling  with  the  Britijh,  nation.”  The  Commons  went  a 
ftep  beyond  this  Houfe  : they  affured  his  Majefty,  “ that 
from  thenceforward  no  conftitutional  qu  eft  ion  could  by  poftibi- 
lity  'arife  to  interrupt  the  harmony  fo  happily  eftabliftoed  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Ireland ft  and  voted  the  enormous 
fum  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  out  of  the  public  purfe,  as 
a gratuity  td  the  Gentleman  who  had  thus  pledged  him* 
fdf  and  pledged  Parliament  to  a final  fettlement  of  con- 
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ftitutional  grievances  between  the  two  countries,  a fettle- 
ment  fo  complete  and  fatisfa6tory,  as  to  render  a revival 
of  political  or  conftitutional  controverfies  utterly  impof- 
fible.  This  Addrefs  was  echoed  with  unbounded  applaufe 
from  end  to  end  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  founders  of  the 
new  Irifh  Conftitution,  were,  for  the  fhort  period  of  a 
few  weeks,  the  idols  of  the  people.  Unfortunately,  in 
that  fhort  interval,  all  harmony  was  at  an  end,  A Gen- 
tleman of  diftinguifhed  ability  difcovered,  that  the  finiple 
repeal  of  a declaratory  law,  did  not  contain  a renunciation 
of  the  principle  which  had  been  declared  ; from  whence 
he  argued,  that  our  new  Conftitution  was  a bubble,  that 
the  Irifh  nation  had  been  duped  by  the  Britifh  Minifter 
and  Parliament,  and  that  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
who  had  undertaken  Irifh  emancipation  (it  was  at  this 
period  Pthink  the  phrafe  got  into  ufe)  acquiefcing  in  the 
deception,  muff  be  confidered  as  accomplices  in  the 
treachery  of  Great  Britain.  To  this  abftradt  propofition, 
and  to  the  inference  drawn  from  it,  immediate  and  gene- 
ral affent  was  given,  and  a gentleman  who  had  been  raifed 
to  the  pinnacle  of  popular  favour  and  applaufe,  for  acknow- 
ledged public  fervices,  inftantly  became  the  objedl  of  po- 
pular execration,  and  was  loaded  with  foul  and  molt  un- 
merited calumny  and  abufe,  for  no  other  reafon  than  his 
refufal  to  concur  in  committing  the  Parliament  of  this 
country  in  a quarrel  with  the  Britifh  nation,  upon  this 
abftra£t  rule  of  interpretation  which  was  affirmed  to  apply 
to  all  declaratory  ftatutes,  and  to  eftablifh  unequivocally 
the  infincerity  of  Great  Britain.  It  is  not  neceffary  now 
to  examine  the  merits  of  the  abftradl  legal  queftion,  but 
this  I do  not  fcruple  to  fay,  that  nine  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine  men  in  one  thoufand,  who  fo  loudly  condemned  the 
a£t  of  Simple  Repeal,  were  utterly  incapable  of  forming 
an  opinion  on  the  fubjeft  ; and  that  if  from  the  fame 
authority  they  had  been  told,  that  an  a 61  of  renunciation 
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was  an  infult  to  the  nation,  inafmuch  as  it  implied  an  exifting 
principletobe  renounced, the  men  whofo  loudly  condemned 
a fimple  repeal,  would  have  been  equally  noify  againft  re» 
nunciation.  But  I fliould  have  hoped  that  this  grofs  and 
glaring  inftance  of  popular  levity  would  have  taught  the 
lober  part  of  the  community,  and  more  efpecially  the 
gentlemen  who  had  well  nigh  fallen  vi£lims  to  it,  the 
imminent  hazard  of  inflaming  the  popular  mind  upon 
abftrabt  political  topics,  and  of  making  appeals  to  the 
Majefty  of  the  People,  for  the  redrefs  of  fpeculative  poli- 
tical grievances.  At  the  fame  period  the  Majefty  of  the 
People  was  a fecond  time  affronted.  We  had  in  the 
warmth  of  our  gratitude,  and  before  the  fimple  repeal 
bubble  had  been  difcovered,  voted  away  almoft  every  regi- 
ment of  infantry  on  the  Irifh  eftablifhment,  for  the  fervice 
of  the  Empire,  infomuch  that  there  were  not  foldiers  left 
in  the  country  for  common  garrifon  duty.  The  Duke  of 
Portland  with  no  other  poffible  view  than  to  provide  for 
the  neceffary  fervice  of  the  kingdom,  on  terms  the  moll 
ceconomical,  raifed  four  provincial  regiments  to  be  dis- 
banded at  the  conclufion  of  the  war.  This  was  conftrued 
to  be  an  infidious  fcheme  of  the  Britifti  Government,  to 
undermine  the  popular  inftitution  of  Volunteers.  If  fo 
many  regiments  of  the  line  had  been  raifed,  and  the  efta- 
bliftiment  had  been  incumbered  with  half-pay  for  the  offi- 
cers, I prefume  the  Majefty  of  the  People  would  not  have 
been  offended ; but  a fencible  regiment  was  new  in  Ire- 
land, and  without  further  enquiry  or  conGderation,  this 
neceffary  aft  of  public  duty,  adopted  by  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land upon  a mere  principle  of  public  csconomy,  was  gene- 
rally and  loudly  condemned  as  a frefh  inftance  of  Britifh 
inflncerity.  It  happened  foon  after  the  Duke  of  Portland 
had  quitted  the  Government  of  this  kingdom,  that  the 
Judges  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  at  Weftminfter,  gave 
their  judgment  upon  a record  removed  by  writ  of  error 
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brought  there,  from  the  King’s  Bench  of  Ireland ; and  no 
man  who  knows  the  law  will  fay  that  they  could  have 
done  otherwife.  They  found  a record  removed  into  their 
Court  by  authority  of  the  King’s  writ,  and  finding  it  there, 
they  could  not  avoid  giving  judgment  upon  it.  This  how- 
ever raifed  a new  ferment  in  Ireland,  and  this  judicial  add 
of  Lord  Mansfield  and  his  brethren,  was  reprefented  here  as 
a direct  violation  of  Britilh  faith,  and  an  open  and  unequi- 
vocal attack  upon  the  Irifh  Conflitution.  Lord  Buck- 
ingham was  then  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  although 
I was  not  then  a fervant  of  the  Crown,  having  lived  in 
early  habits  of  friendfhip  and  intimacy  with  him,  I can 
from  my  knowledge  Hate,  that  with  a firm  conviddion  that 
Great  Britain  had  always  intended  fully,  fairly,  and  une- 
quivocally to  renounce  all  legillative  and  judicial  authority 
over  this  country,  he  felt  the  warmeH  anxiety  to  fatisfy 
the  people  of  Ireland  that  their  fufpicions  were  unfound- 
ed; that  whether  the  ad  by  which  the  Britilh  Parliament 
yielded  their  legillative  claims,  was  an  add  of  fimple  repeal, 
or  an  add  of  renunciation,  they  might  and  ought  to  place 
full  and  firm  confidence  in  the  faith  and  honour  of  Great 
Britain  as  their  bell  fecurity ; but  it  was  Hated  to  him  that 
there  were  Britilh  llatutes  unrepealed  made  for  the  protec- 
tion of  trade,  particularly  to  the  Ealt  Indies,  by  which 
penalties  were  inflidded  upon  Irifh  fubjedls  for  breach  of 
them  committed  in  this  country,  and  that  fuits  for  the 
recovery  of  thefe  penalties  were,  by  the  fame  llatutes, 
cognizable  in  the  King’s  fuperior  Courts  at  Wellminller  ; 
and  it  was  Hated  to  him  that  the  mere  repeal  of  the  decla- 
ratory add  of  the  6th  Geo.  I.  would  not  be  fuflicient  to 
bar  any  fuit  which  might  be  fo  inHituted,  but  that  an  add 
of  renunciation  would  be  conllrued  by  the  Englilh  judges 
as  a virtual  repeal  of  all  laws  theretofore  made  which  im- 
ported to  bind  Ireland.  Lord  Buckingham  therefore 
plainly  faw  that  fuch  an  ad  was  necelfary  for  the  peace 
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of  both  countries,  and  warmly  recommended  to  the 
Britiffi  Government  to  have  it  propofed  in  Parliament. 
Accordingly  a bill  was  introduced  into  the  Britiffi  Houfe 
of  Commons,  I believe  by  his  brother,  now  Lord  Gren- 
ville, which  pafled  into  a law  without  oppofition,  renoun- 
cing in  terms  the  moll  unequivocal  all  legiflative  or  judi- 
cial authority  in  Ireland,  declaring  the  right  of  the  people 
of  Ireland  to  be  bound  only  by  laws  enabled  by  their  Par- 
liament, and  barring  all  writs  of,  error  or  appeals  from 
judgments  or  decrees  in  Ireland,  to  any  Britifh  judica- 
ture *,  and  I very  much  fear  there  are  men  in  this  coun- 
try, who  never  have  forgiven  Lord  Buckingham  for  the 
part  which  he  took,  in  advifing  a meafure  fo  necefiary 
to  the  peace  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  It  might  rea- 
fonably  have  been  expelled  that  the  people  of  Ireland, 
being  gratified  on  the  point  of  renunciation,  would  have 
taken  breath,  and  fufpended  at  leaft  their  conftitutional 
labours.  But  the  moment  the  acl  of  renunciation  was 
obtained,  a new  grievance  occurred,  and  it  was  difco- 
vered  that,  in  order  to  fecure  the  new  conftitution  of  Ire- 
land, it  was  necefiary  to  alter  the  frame  of  the  reprefenta- 
tive  body  by  which  in  effedf  it  had  been  eftablifhed  *,  and 
the  people  being  thenfelf-arrayed  and  armed,  after  due  de- 
liberation, it  was  determined  to  eledt  a military  conven- 
tion to  meet  in  the  metropolis,  as  the  fureft,  mod  effica- 
cious, and  conflitutional  organ,  through  which  to  convey 
the  fenfe  of  the  nation  upon  the  fubjedl  of  parliamentary 
reform.  This  Convention  aflembled  with  confiderable 
military  pomp  and  parade  at  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  hav- 
ing aflumed  to  itfelf  all  the  forms  and  fundlions  of  a Houfe 
of  Parliament,  a bill  for  the  reform  of  the  reprefentation 
of  the  people  was  regularly  prefented,  read  a firft  and 
fecond  time,  committed,  reported,  and  agreed  to,  and 
being  engrofled,  was  fent  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  by 
two  members  of  the  Convention,  who  were  alfo  members 
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of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  be  regiflered  by  that 
afiembly.  The  Houfe  of  Commons  treated  this  infult 
with  the  indignant  contempt  which  it  merited,  and 
the  men  who  had  been  betrayed  into  fuch  an  aCl  of 
contumacious  folly,  awed  by  the  rebuke  which  they 
received  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  by  the  firm- 
nefs  of  Lord  Northington,  difperfed  and  returned  to  the 
places  from  whence  they  had  come,  many  of  them  much 
afhamed  of  their  rafhnefs  and  intemperance.  And  be  it 
alfo  remembered,  that  one  of  the  loudeft  modern  de- 
claimers  in  the  Britifh  Parliament  for  Irifh  emancipation, 
was  then  a Cabinet  Minifter  of  Great  Britain,  and  that 
he  did  then,  with  all  the  energy  and  ability  which  diftin- 
guifh  him,  moft  emphatically  ftate  his  opinion  to  Lord 
Northington,  that  the  exiftence  of  legitimate  government 
in  Ireland,  depended  on  the  difperfion  of  this  Convention, 
and  that  her  connection  with  the  Britifh  Crown  depended 
on  preferving  the  frame  of  the  Iriih  Houfe  of  Commons 
as  it  then  flood,  unaltered  and  unimpaired.  After  the 
difperfion  of  this  Military  Convention,  we  had  a fhort 
refpite  from  popular  ferment  on  the  ground  of  conftitu- 
tional  grievances,  but  a new  topic  of  difcontent  was 
flarted.  It  was  difcovered  that  the  manufactures  of  Great 
Britain  were  imported  into  this  country  upon  terms 
which  gave  them  a preference  in  the  Irifh  market, — a 
preference  by  the  way  which  fuperior  excellence  alone 
can  give  them, — and  the  remedy  propofed  for  this  griev- 
ance was,  that  we  fhould  commence  a war  of  prohibi- 
tory duties,  although  it  was  notorious  that  the  balance 
of  trade  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  was  very  con- 
fiderably  in  our  favour,  and  that  if  the  Parliament  of  Ireland 
had  been  fo  infatuated  as  to  yield  to  popular  outcry  upon 
this  fubjeCt,  we  had  not  the  means  of  manufacturing 
woollen  cloth  in  this  country,  nearly  fufficient  for  the 
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ufe  of  Its  inhabitants.  The  difcufiion  of  this  queftion, 
however,  led  to  the  memorable  treaty  in  1785,  if  I may 
fo  call  it,  between  the  Parliaments  of  both  countries,  for 
a final  adjuftment  of  the  commercial  intercourfe  between 
this  country  and  Great  Britain,  and  the  Britifh  colonies 
and  plantations,  when  a fair  and  liberal  offer  was  made 
by  Great  Britain  to  open  her  markets,  and  to  fhare  her 
capital  with  this  country  ; to  give  to  Ireland  a perpetual 
right  of  trading  with  her  colonies  and  plantations  upon 
the  terms  only  of  our  adopting  the  laws  which  (he  enadls 
for  regulating  her  navigation  and  trade  with  them.  This 
offer  was  wifely  rejected  by  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons, 
under  a filly  deception  put  upon  the  people  of  Ireland, 
who  were  taught  to  believe,  that  the  offer  thus  made  to 
them  was  an  infiaious  artifice  of  the  Britifh  Minifler  to 
revive  the  legiflative  authority  of  the  Britifh  Parliament, 
which  had  been  fo  recently  and  unequivocally  renounced ; 
and  under  this  grofs  and  palpable  deception,  were  the 
folid  interefls  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  their  mutual 
peace  and  harmony,  and  indiffoluble  conne&ion  facrificed 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland,  on  the  altar  of 
Britifh  and  Irifh  fa£tion.  If  any  thing  could  have 
opened  the  eyes  of  the  nation,  what  paffed  within 
two  Seffions  from  1785,  ought  to  have  expofed  the 
dupery  pradifed  upon  them  at  that  period.  In  the  in- 
terval, Great  Britain  thought  it  neceffary  to  extend  the 
principle  of  her  navigation  a£ls  to  (hips  Britifh  and  Irifh 
built;  and  in  1787,  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  did  with- 
out hefitation  adopt  this  new  a£t  of  navigation,  and  de- 
clared all  the  former  Britifh  a£ls  of  navigation  to  be  of 
force  in  this  country,  a point  which  fome  perfons  had  be- 
fore that  time  affected  to  queftion.  And  there  is  no  real 
friend  of  Ireland  who  can  doubt  that  it  is  her  intereft  to 
follow'  Great  Britain  in  her  code  of  navigation  laws  ; there  is 
no  real  friend  of  Ireland  who  can  dcubt  that  it  is  her  intereft 
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to  follow  Great  Britain  in  her  code  of  laws  for  regulating 
her  trade  with  the  Britifh  colonies  and  plantations,  for  on 
no  other  terms  can  we  be  permitted  to  trade  with  them. 
There  mult  be  one  fyftem  of  imperial  policy  throughout 
the  Britifh  empire,  and  if  we  are  to  remain  a part  of  it, 
it  is  idle  to  fuppofe  that  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  can  ever 
enact:  laws  in  oppofition  to  any  principle  of  imperial 
policy  adopted  by  Great  Britain. 

Unhappily  in  1789,  a new  occafion  arofe  upon  which 
the  Parliament  of  this  country  thought  fit  to  a£t  upon  the 
moll  critical  imperial  queftion  which  could  have  arifen, 
not  only  without  regard  to  what  had  paffed  upon  the  fame 
fubjeft  in  Great  Britain,  but  with  dire£t  and  avowed  hof- 
tility  to  the  Parliament  and  Government  of  that  country. 
I pafs  by  the  events  of  that  difaftrous  period,  and  {hall 
only  fay,  that  the  intemperate,  illegal,  and  precipitate 
conduft  of  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons  upon  that  critical 
and  momentous  occafion,  has,  in  my  opinion,  in  all  its  confe- 
quences,  fiiaken  to  its  foundation  our  boalled  Conftitution, 
and  eminently  contributed  to  bring  this  country  into  its 
prefent  dangerous  and  alarming  fituation.  It  is  in  the  recol- 
ledtion  of  us  all,  that  at  the  conclufion  of  the  feflion  of  1789, 
nothing  was  left  untried  by  Lord  Buckingham  to  reftore 
peace,  and  to  conciliate  thofe  who  had  a£ted  with  marked 
perfonal  hoftility  to  him,  fo  far  as  he  could  go  without  a 
breach  of  public  duty.  If  he  was  capable  of  harbouring 
private  refentment  for  unprovoked  perfonal  injuries  of- 
fered to  him,  he  had  the  magnanimity  to  facrifice  his 
feelings  to  an  anxious  folicitude  for  the  peace  of  Ireland ; 
and  I have  often  lamented  that  his  efforts  proved  unfuc- 
cefsful,  and  that  he  was  compelled  much  againft  his  will 
to  difplace  fome  old  fervants  of  the  Crown  who  had  op- 
pofed  his  Government  with  warmth,  and  not  only  avowed 
their  determination  to  perfift  in  the  fame  oppofition,  but 
declined  with  fullen  indignation  even  to  hold  communica* 
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tion  with  him.  And  if  the  confidential  fervants  of  the 
Crown  are  to  oppofe  his  Majefty’s  Government,  and  to 
decline  all  communication  with  his  Minifters,  I am  at  a 
lofs  to  know  how  it  can  exift.  The  firft  ftep  which  was 
taken  in  confequence  of  this  political  fchifm  by  gentlemen 
who  had  been  the  foie  authors  of  it,  was  to  found  a poli- 
tical club  for  the  reformation  of  alledged  public  abufes  and 
political  grievances : the  firft  fociety  of  that  clafs  which  1 
believe  had  exifted  in  this  country;  certainly  it  is  the  firft 
within  my  memory.  This  political  inftitution  was  an- 
nounced to  the  world  by  a manifefto  figned  and  counter- 
figned,  in  which  the  Britifh  Government  was  charged  in 
direct  terms  with  a deliberate  and  fyftematic  confpiracy  to 
fubvert  the  liberties  of  Ireland.  The  bafis  of  it  was,  a 
folemn  refolution  to  preferve  the  Conftitution  of  the  realm 
as  fettled  by  the  Revolution  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
in  1688,  and  re-eft  ablilhed  in  Ireland  in  1782;  and  all 
perfons  of  congenial  fentiments  and  principles  were  in- 
vited to  repair  to  the  ftandard  thus  raifed,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Conftitution  as  fettled  by  the  Revolution  of 
1688.  The  public  meafures  propofed  by  this  fociety  in 
this  their  firft  manifefto  were,  as  I recolle£l,  a place  bill, 
a penfion  bill,  and  what  was  called  a refponfibility  bill ; 
meafures  which  I have  feen  refilled  warmly  by  fome  mem- 
bers of  this  fociety  when  I fat  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
In  the  fucceeding  feflions  of  Parliament,  they  were  brought 
forward  fuccelfively  and  repeatedly,  and  were  fucceflively 
and  repeatedly  rejected  ; the  place  bill  then  propofed,  was 
nearly  a tranfeript  of  that  which  has  fince  been  adopted  ; 
the  penfion  bill  authorifed  an  application  of  eighty  theu- 
land  pounds  yearly  by  the  Crown  to  penfions  ; and  would 
if  then  adopted,  have  been  the  foie  appropriation  of  the 
public  revenue  in  Ireland  ; and  the  refponfibility  bill,  as 
it  was  called,  would  have  conftituted  an  Executive  Direc- 
tory, by  eredling  a commilfion  compofed  of  five  public 
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officers,  with  full  power  to  controul  the  Crown  in  the 
exercife  of  its  vital  functions ; but  in  difcufimg  the  merits 
of  thefe  bills,  the  debates  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were 
conducted  with  a degree  of  heat  and  acrimony  utterly  un- 
becoming the  gravity  and  decorum  of  a Legiflative  Aflem- 
bly.  If  we  are  to  credit  the  newfpaper  reports  of  the  debates 
which  were  carried  on  in  that  Houfe  at  this  period,  they 
exhibit  a feries  of  coarfe  and  acrimonious  and  difgufting 
inventive,  fuited  only  to  the  meridian  of  Billingfgate, 
and  difplayed  to  the  people  a picture  of  their  repre- 
sentatives from  their  own  pencil,  little  calculated  to  in- 
spire them  with  confidence  or  refpeCh  What  was  the 
confequence  ? The  people  foon  fubfcribed  to  the  opinions 
which  their  reprefentatives  had  promulgated,  and  gave 
them  all  full  credit  for  the  villanous  charges  which  they 
had  advanced  againft  each  other ; they  had  been  taught 
to  believe,  as  often  as  the  political  views  of  contending 
parties  were  anfwered  by  the  fuggeftion,  that  Great 
Britain  was  the  natural  rival  and  enemy  of  this  country ; 
that  (lie  was  infincere  in  all  the  concefiions  which  had 
been  made  to  Ireland,  and  waited  only  an  opportunity  to 
recal  them  ; that  our  connection  with  the  Biitifh  Crown 
was  a Source  of  national  deprefiion  j and  finally,  that  a 
deliberate  and  fy Hematic  confpiracy  had  been  formed  by 
the  Britifh  Government  to  fubvert  the  liberties  of  the  Iriih 
nation.  For  the  truth  of  thefe  aflertions  let  me  refer 
every  difpaffionate  man  to  the  detail  with  which  I have 
already  troubled  your  Lordfhips,  and  for  their  wifdom, 
to  fubfequent  events  intimately  connected  with  them  \ — 
to  a felf-degraded  Houfe  of  Commons  the  people  were  not 
likely  to  appeal  for  relief,  againft  a deliberate  and  fyfte- 
matic  Britifh  confpiracy,  formed  to  fubvert  their  liberties. 
In  a political  club  compofed  of  fome  of  the  leading  mem- 
bers of  that  aftembly,  they  could  not  be  fuppofed  very 
forward  to  put  implicit  confidence,  and  therefore,  with 
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minds  enfiamed  againft  the  Britifli  name  and  nation,  they 
looked  to  political  clubs  of  their  own ; not  to  procure  a 
place  bill,  or  a penfion  bill,  or  a refponfibility  bill,  but 
to  cut  off  the  fource  of  all  paft  and  future  aggreffions, 
by  fubverting  the  monarchy,  and  feparating  this  country 
for  ever  from  Great  Britain.  The  corner  Bones  of  this 
wife  and  falutary  project  were,  “ Catholic  Emancipation 
“and  Parliamentary  Reform  which  with  a little  fgreign 
afliftanee,  when  the  country  (hould  be  ripe  for  it,  it  was 
hoped,  would  infallibly  enfure  its  fuccefs.  Accordingly 
in  the  year  1791,  a new  political  club  was  formed  in  the 
metropolis,  connected  at  its  inftitution  with  fimilar  affili- 
ated clubs  at  Belfaft  and  Cork,  which  was  alfo  announced 
by  a manifefto  directed,  not  Againft  Britifli  minifters,  but 
againft  the  Britifli  nation,  Bating  what  was  felt  as  the 
real  grievance  of  Ireland,  and  known  to  be  its  effectual 
remedy,  “That  Ireland  had  no  national  government; 
that  fhe  was  ruled  by  Englifhmen  and  the  fervants  of 
Eriglifhmen  ; filled  in  commerce  and  politick  with  the 
narrow  prejudices  of  their  country.”  This  is  the  griev- 
ance ; now  mark  the  remedy. — After  fcouting  the  mea- 
fure  of  place  bill,  refponfibility  bill  and  penfion  bill  as 
utterly  inadequate  to  the  difeafe,  they  refolve  that  to  cut 
it  up  by  the  root,  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  muft 
be  reformed  by  a general  extenfion  of  the  elective  fran- 
chife,  and  that  a general  union  amongft  all  the  people 
was  efiemially  neceflary  to  counteract  the  weight  of 
Britifli  influence.  To  effeCt  which  Union  againft  Great 
Britain,  an  abolition  of  all  religious  diftinCtions  in  the 
State  was  indifpenfable.  An  appeal  followed  to  the 
volunteers  of  Ireland,  befeeching  them  to  refume  their 
arms,  and  to  eftablifti  in  fa£t,  as  they  had  in  theory 
reftored,  the  independence  of  Ireland,  and  a general  re- 
commendation to  form  fimilar  focieties  in  every  quarter 
of  the  kingdom,  for  the  promotion  of  conftitutional 
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knowledge,  and  the  c’iffemination  of  genuine  whig  princi- 
ples. The  objetft  of  this  political  affociation  feems  to 
be  unequivocally  avowed  in  this  their  firft  manifefto. 
However  a full  explanation  of  it  by  the  author  has  been 
twice  verified  on  oath  before  a fecret  committee  of  this 
Houfe  ; in  which  it  is  diftimftly  avowed,  that  this  Irifh 
Union  was  originally  proje&ed  by  Mr.  Tone,  who  is 
now  a fugitive  for  treafon,  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  fepa- 
ratio . this  kingdom  from  the  Britifh  crown;  and  the 
fame  projeft  is  even  more  diftin£tly  avowed  in  the  paper 
quoted  by  the  noble  Baron  who  fpoke  fecond  in  the  debate. 
Immediately  a general  outcry  was  raifed  of  commiferation 
and  love  for  the  Catholics  of  Ireland;  in  which,  for  the 
firft  time  fince  the  Reformation,  a great  body  of  Pro- 
teftant  Diffenters  joined  ; Catholic  Emancipation  and 
Parliamentary  Reform  went  forth  as  the  watch  words  of 
innovation  and  treafon ; and  the  fyftem  of  innovation  and 
treafon  has  been  purfued  from  that  time,  I am  forry  to 
fay,  with  equal  afliduity  and  fuccefs.  1 have  often  la- 
mented that  this  neft  of  confpirators  calling  themfelves 
United  Irifhmen  was  fufFered  to  eftablifli  itfelf  unmolefted 
in  the  metropolis ; and  that  the  magiftrates  of  the  city 
of  Dublin  fo  long  delayed  any  interpofition  on  their  part, 
to  relieve  the  Community  from  fuch  a nuifance.  If  they 
had  been  difperfed  on  their  firft  appearance,  much  public 
mifchief  would  have  been  prevented.  The  firft  object 
of  this  Jacobin  inftitution  was,  to  detach  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland  from  a committee  compofed  of  the  principal 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  their  communion,  and  to 
place  them  under  the  management  of  a Directory  com- 
pofed of  men  of  a very  different  defcription.  They  faw 
that  fo  long  as  the  great  body  of  Catholics  were  di- 
rected by  men  of  rank  and  fortune  and  approved  loyalty, 
their  allegiance  had  remained  unqueftioned ; and  that 
under  fuch  influence,  it  would  be  a vain  attempt  to  (hake 
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it.  Your  Lordfhips  well  recollect  the  grofs  and  unpar- 
donable ribaldry  with  which  the  public  prints  teemed 
againft  the  late  Lord  Kenmare  at  the  fuit  of  this  new  Direc- 
tory, for  no  other  reafon  than  that  he  had  prefumed  to 
difapprove  a tone  of  jacobinifm  and  difloyalty  which  they 
had  afiumed,  and  would  have  induced  them  to  prefer 
their  claims,  in  terms  of  duty  and  refpect  to  the  Legif- 
lature.  Under  this  Directory  a complete  fyftem  of 
Democracy  was  eftablifhed  for  the  Government  of  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  and  through  the  mediation  of  Mr. 
Tone  and  his  Jacobin  aflociates  at  Belfaft,  an  alliance  was 
negociated  with  the  Diflenters  of  the  northern  province, 
who  were  given  to  underftand  that  for  their  concurrence  in 
the  fyftem  of  religious  Emancipation,  they  might  expert 
cordial  and  decifive  fupport  from  the  body  of  the  Catholics 
in  the  grand  project  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  or  in 
other  words,  of  Anarchy  and  Democracy.  To  forward 
this  project,  the  lower  orders  of  the  Catholics  were 
ftimulated  to  aftociate  under  the  title  of  Defenders,  and 
were  imprefied  with  an  opinion,  that  by  robbing  the 
houfes  of  Proteftants  of  arms  and  ammunition,  they 
would  contribute  to  the  fuceefs  of  the  Catholic  caufe,  and 
finally  be  relieved  from  the  payment  of  tithes,  taxes  and 
rent.  I will  not  fay  that  this  fyftem  of  robbery  and  out- 
rage which  was  ftruck  out  for  an  ignorant  and  deluded 
populace,  was  firft  devifed  by  the  Catholic  Directory  : 
But  your  Lordfhips  are  in  pofieflion  of  full  proof,  that 
fome  of  the  unfortunate  men  who  were  capitally  indicted 
as  Defenders  in  the  Summer  1792,  were  patronized  and 
protected  by  them,  and  that  confiderable  fums  of  money 
were  paid  out  of  their  ftock-purfe  to  defray  the  expence 
attending  the  trials  of  fome  perfons  who  were  then  con- 
victed in  the  county  of  Louth.  For  this  I have  only  to 
refer  to  the  official  letter  of  their  fecretary,  which  was 
proved  before  the  fecret  committee  of  thisHoufe  in  1793* 
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and  is  dated  at  length  in  their  report  which  has  been  juft 
now  read.  It  is  now  fully  afcertained  that  a clofe  con- 
nexion and  correfpondence  was  at  this  time  eftablifhed 
between  the  Catholic  Diredlory  and  the  Irifli  Union; 
and  in  addition  to  this  force  of  midnight  robbery  and 
outrage,  orders  were  iflued  by  the  Jacobin  Clubs  at 
Dublin  and  Belfaft,  to  levy  regiments  of  National  Guards 
in  every  part  of  the  kingdom  ; their  uniform  French,  and 
all  their  enfigns  emblems  of  di  faffed!  ion.  This  banditti, 
however,  was  put  down  at  the  firft  moment  of  its  appear- 
ance; and  I cannot  but  lament,  that  every  other  rebellious 
combination  has  not  been  met  with  equal  vigour  and  deci- 
fion — If  it  had,  much  public  mifchief  would  have  been 
prevented. — The  noble  Lord,  who  is  fo  forward  to  impute 
Irilh  difaffedtion  to  what  he  calls  a fyftem  of  coercion, 
acted  upon  by  the  Irifli  Government,  and  encouraged  by 
the  Britifh  Cabinet,  will  here  pleafe  to  recollect,  that  the 
fyftem  of  midnight  robbery  and  avowed  rebellion  was  com- 
pletely eftablifhed  before  any  one  ftatute  wfas  enacted  here, 
to  wffiich  alone  every  profligate  innovator  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  pretends  to  afcribe  the  prefent  matured  fyftem 
of  Irifli  treafon  : and  he  will  alfo  pleafe  to  recollect,  that 
the  firft  of  thefe  ftatutes  was  enacted  in  confequence  of  a 
Report  of  a Committee  of  this  Houfe  which  has  been  juft 
now  read;  a Committee  appointed  on  the  motion  of  a 
noble  Earl  [Farnham]  unconne<fled  with  Government,  and 
without  communication  with  Lord  Weftmorland,  who 
was  then  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland ; and  I lament  that 
a fevere  accident  has  prevented  that  noble  Earl  from  at- 
tending his  duty  on  this  night.  It  is  ftated  diftindliy  in 
tb  c Report,  that  in  1792,  and  1793,  the  projedl  of  levy- 
ing a revolutionary  army  had  been  formed;  that  foldiers 
were  forth-coming  in  abundance,  but  that  officers  w'ere 
wanting  ; and  I will  tell  that  noble  Lord,  that  this  projedl 
was  difclofed  by  evidence  the  moft  clear  and  fatisfadlory, 
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by  the  teflimony  of  gentlemen  of  rank  and  chara&er,  fome 
of  them  at  this  moment  high  in  military  command  in  the 
King’s  fervice.  The  fir  ft  act  which  palled  in  confequence 
of  this  Report  extended  only  to  prohibit  the  importation 
of  arms  and  ammunition,  or  the  removal  of  either  by  coalt 
or  inland  carriage,  without  licenfe  : and  will  the  noble 
Lord  venture,  in  this  aflembly,  to  condemn  this  whole- 
fome  and  neceflary  meafure  of  precaution  by  the  Irifh  Lc- 
giflature,  when  it  appeared  diflindtly,  that  a traitorous  con- 
fpiracy  had  been  formed  in  the  bofom  of  their  country  to 
levy  an  army,  for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  overawing  and 
fubverting  the  conflituted  authorities  of  the  date.  In  the 
fame  feffion,  in  confequence  of  the  fame  Report,  another 
a 61  palled  for  flopping  the  contraband  trade  of  Parliament, 
for  declaring  the  law  with  refpe£l  to  popular  Conventi- 
ons ; for  declaring  the  law,  which  I aflert  with  confidence, 
prohibits  and  condemns  all  fuch  meetings  as  unlawful  af- 
femblies,  tending  to  diflurb  public  tranquillity,  and  to 
raife  well-founded  alarms  in  the  minds  of  the  King’s  peace- 
able fubje£ts.  One  of  thefe  Conventions  had  recently 
held  a regular  feflion  in  the  metropolis,  and  I have  fel- 
dom  read  more  feditious  and  inflammatory  libels  than  were 
daily  circulated  in  the  public  prints  appointed  by  authority 
to  report  their  debates ; and  a mandate  was  actually  iffued, 
early  in  the  year  1793,  to  eledl  a National  Convention  to 
be  holden  at  Athlone,  for  the  redrefs  of  national  griev- 
ances civil  and  religious.  The  mode  of  ele&ion  was 
formed  by  the  Iriih  Union  on  the  model  devifed  by 
their  Jacobin  aflociates  in  France;  primary  aflemblies  were 
convened  in  every  parifh  to  chufe  a certain  number  of 
electors,  who  were  to  meet  at  a certain  point  in  the 
county,  to  chufe  their  reprefentatives.  It  is  not  a drained 
inference  to  fuppofe,  that  thefe  primary  aflemblies  were 
not  attended  by  the  moft  fober  and  induflrious  inhabi- 
tants of  the  parifh,  and  that  fobriety  and  induflry  had  no 
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very  decided  influence  in  the  choice  of  ele&ors ; neither 
does  it  require  any  great  political  fagacity  to  fee,  that  if  an 
aflembly  fo  conftituled  had  been  fuffered  to  eflablifh  itfelf, 
a prompt  and  general  chain  of  intercourfe  and  communi- 
cation would  at  once  have  been  formed  between  the  turbu- 
lent and  difaffedled  members  of  the  community  in  every 
part  of  the  kingdom  ; and  it  would  have  refted  with  the 
difcretion  of  an  invifible  power,  thus  pofiefled  of  the  means 
of  receiving  and  communicating  prompt  and  accurate  and 
general  intelligence,  to  order  a general  or  partial  infurrec- 
tion  at  pleafure.  And  yet  thefe  meafures  of  Legiflative 
precaution,  thus  forced  upon  Parliament  by  treafons  avow- 
ed and  meditated,  have  been  reprefented  as  the  original 
fource  of  popular  difcontent,  and  have  been  condemned 
by  the  noble  Lord  in  terms  of  bitternefs  and  indignation, 
as  a part  of  the  fyflem  of  coercion,  as  he  is  pleafed  to  call 
it,  wantonly  infh£led  by  the  Irifh  Government  upon  an 
innocent  and  unoffending  people,  and  fecretly  encouraged 
by  the  Britifh  Cabinet.  Would  the  ncble  Lord  be  under- 
flood to  affert,  that  the  Irifh  Parliament  have  betrayed  their 
trufl  in  flopping  the  fupply  of  military  flores  to  a revolu- 
tionary army,  and  reprelfing  tumultuary  and  feditious  af- 
femblies,  notorioufly  convened  for  promoting  rebellion, 
and  overthrowing  the  Conflitution  ? or  would  the  noble 
Lord  be  underflood  to  infmuate,  that  the  Lords  and  Com- 
mons of  Ireland  have  betrayed  their  trufl,  becaufe  they 
have  not  looked  at  the  growth  of  fedition  and  treafon 
tame  and  unmoved,  in  pure  compliment  to  his  incredulity  ? 
The  Parliament  of  Ireland  did  their  duty  in  framing  new 
laws,  to  meet  new  and  extraordinary  exigencies  ; and  if 
there  be  a ground  of  cenfure  on  Parliament,  it  is,  that  their 
vigour  was  not  proportioned  to  the  magnitude  and  extent 
of  the  evil.  The  treafonable  affociations  which  were  the 
fource  of  it,  were  fuffered  to  augment,  unite  and  marfbal 
their  difciples,  in  one  common  league  of  mifchicf,  info* 
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much,  that  under  their  orders,  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
Northern  diftricl,  and  fome  counties  contiguous  to  the 
metropolis,  became  a fcene  of  general  murder,  and  rob- 
bery and  midnight  depredation.  Every  man  who  was 
accufed  by  the  Brotherhood  of  loyalty  or  peaceable  de- 
meanour was  ftripped  of  his  arms — if  he  prefumed  to 
defend  himfelf  he  was  murdered.  Magiftrates  who 
ventured  to  execute  the  law,  were  marked  for  affalfina- 
tion,  and  many  of  them  were  actually  murdered ; Parlia- 
ment therefore  found  it  neceffary  to  interpofe  again,  and 
to  frame  a law,  if  poflible,  to  meet  this  horrid  (late  of  bar- 
barifm  and  outrage,  which  had  bid  defiance  to  the  ordi- 
nary courfe  of  jullice;  and  in  the  feflion  of  1796,  the  In- 
furre£tion  A£f  was  palled,  which  enables  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant and  Council,  on  a reprefentation  of  the  Juftices  at 
a Selfion  of  the  Peace,  that  any  particular  diftri£t  is  in  a 
Hate  of  infurre£Uon,  by  proclamation  to  declare  it  fo  to 
be  ; and  the  Magiftrates,  in  a proclaimed  diftrift,  are 
enabled  to  exercife  ftrong  and  fummary  powers  for  re- 
prelfing  tumult  and  outrage,  and  preferving  the  peace. 
Amongft  others,  they  are  authorized  to  order  all  perfons 
within  the  proclaimed  diftri£f  to  remain  in  their  houfes, 
and  to  put  out  their  lights  after  a certain  hour  of  the  night. 
This  the  noble  Lord  has  been  pleafed  to  reprefent  as  a re- 
vival of  the  obfolete  feudal  badge  of  fervitude,  the  curfew, 
and  a rigorous  execution  of  it  throughout  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland.  The  firft  application  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
Council  for  carrying  this  a£f  into  execution,  was  made  by 
the  Magiftrates  of  the  county  of  Armagh,  where  a reli- 
gious feud  had  broken  out,  and  was  attended  with  lament- 
able exceffes  ; a feud  which  was  revived  by  the  wicked 
machinations  of  the  Trilh  Brotherhood,  and  with  unblulh- 
ing  effrontery  rep  re  fen  ted  by  them,  as  a Government  per- 
fection inftituted  againft  the  Northern  Catholics.  I will 
ftate  the  (hort  hiftory  of  this  religious  quarrel,  and  the 
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noble  Lyd  will  fee  the  grievous  ipdifcretion  into  which  he 
has  been  betrayed  upon  this  head  of  his  accufation  againft 
the  Irifh  Government.  Many  years  fince  the  Proteftants, 
in  a mountainous  diftricl  of  the  county  of  Armagh,  alTb- 
ciated  under  the  appellation  of  Peep-of-Day-Boys  to  dif- 
arm their  Catholic  neighbours,  who  aflbciated  for  their 
common  defence  under  the  title  of  Defenders.  This 
feud  however  was  foon  compofed,  and  for  years  there  was 
not  any  revival  of  it;  but  when  the  general  fyftem  of  rob- 
bing Proteftants  of  their  arms  was  eftablifhed  by  the  Irifh 
Union,  and  the  lower  order  of  the  Catholics  afTuming  their 
old  appellation  of  Defenders,  undertook  this  fervice,  the 
Proteftants  in  the  county  of  Armagh  aflbciated  for  their 
common  defence  under  the  title  of  Orange-men,  and  feel- 
ing in  the  progrefs  of  the  conteft,  that  they  were  an  over- 
match for  their  adverfaries,  they  did  commit  many  very 
grievous  excefles,  which  I lament  as  deeply  as  the  noble 
Lord.  In  the  origin  of  this  conteft,  many  years  fince, 
there  is  no  doubt  the  Northern  proteftants  were  the  aggref- 
fors,  but  the  feud  was  notorioufly  revived  by  the  modern 
banditti  of  Defenders,  who  in  their  turn  attacked  the 
Orange-men,  and  would  have  difarmed  them.  Lord 
Camden  made  every  poftible  exertion  to  reftore  peace,  and  to 
punifh  thofe  who  had  violated  the  law  without  distinction. 
He  fent  down  Colonel  Cradock  to  take  the  military  force 
in  that  diftribt  under  his  command,  with  pofitive  inftruc- 
tions  to  co-operate  with  the  civil  power  in  fupprefting 
tumult,  and  in  reftoring  peace  and  good  order ; and  fo 
fenfible  were  the  gentlemen  of  the  county  of  Armagh  of 
their  obligations  to  his  Excellency,  that  at  a full  meeting 
of  the  Magiftrates  they  returned  their  thanks  unanimoufly 
for  his  extraordinary  exertions  to  maintain  the  peace  of 
that  diftricb.  At  the  enfuing  affizes,  the  Attorney  General 
was  fent  down  with  inftrublions  to  profecute  indifcri- 
minately  every  perfon  who  flood  charged  with  acts  of  out- 
rage 
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rage  and  difturbance  of  the  public  peace  ; and  no  man  can 
doubt  of  his  impartial  difcharge  of  his  duty.  But  the  ex- 
ertions of  the  executive  government  were  baffled  by  the 
local  fadlions  of  that  diftridf,  a general  eledlion  was  at 
hand,  and  gentlemen  who  were  candidates  for  popular 
favour  declined  to  interpofe  between  the  contending  par- 
ties, left  they  might  impair  their  election  interefls.  Under 
the  fame  pernicious  influence,  the  Magiftrates  of  the 
county  were  ranged  under  the  banners  of  Orange-men  or 
Defenders,  juft  as  it  beft  fuited  their  eledlion  politics,  in- 
fomuch  that  if  I could  have  found  perfons  in  that  county 
who  would  have  done  their  duty,  I would  have  ifflued  an 
entire  new  commiffion  of  the  peace.  This  is  the  plain 
hiflory  of  the  religious  feud  between  the  Proteftants  and 
Papifts  of  the  county  of  Armagh  *,  a feud  which  the  noble 
Lord  has  charged  upon  the  Irifli  government  as  a part  of 
the  fyftem  adopted  for  the  perfection  of  Irifh  Catholics, 
and  fecretly  encouraged  by  the  Britifh  Cabinet, — a perfe- 
cution to  which,  by  bis  account,  ninety  families  had  fallen 
victims  on  his  Lordfhip’s  ellates. 

Let  me  now  flats  the  nature  of  that  treafonable  com- 
bination which  has  been  formed,  and  which  the  noble 
Lord  propofes  to  diffolve  by  a repeal  of  the  Tefl  Laws  and 
the  acf  of  Supremacy;  a combination  the  molt  dangerous 
and  fingular  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  annals  of  the 
civilized  world.  The  fubordinate  focieties  confifl  of  thirty 
members  only  ; when  their  numbers  exceed  thirty,  the 
excefs  is  told  off,  and  a new  fociety  is  founded,  with  in- 
ftrudlions  to  make  profelytes.  And  in  like  manner, 
whenever  their  numbers  exceed  thirty,  the  excefs  be- 
comes the  foundation  of  arother  club ; thefe  focieties 
eledt  delegates  from  each,  who  form  committees  of  an 
higher  order,  which  are  called  Baronial,  and  have  the 
management  and  fuperintendence  of  all  the  fubordinate 
clubs  or  focieties  in  each  barony ; the  baronial  com- 
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mittees  in  like  manner  ele£t  delegates  in  each  county, 
who  by  the  name  of  county  committees,  govern  and 
direct  the  baronials.  The  county  committees  in  like 
manner  ele£t  delegates,  who  form  a fuperintending  pro- 
vincial committee,  for  the  government  and  direction  of 
the  feveral  county  committees  in  each  of  the  four  pro- 
vinces*, and  thefe  provincial  directories  appoint  the  gene- 
ral executive,  whofe  llation  is  in  the  metropolis.  Every 
member  of  the  Union  is  bound  by  folemn  and  myftic 
oaths,  one  of  which  we  know  to  be  a general  oath  of 
fecrecy  ; another,  never  to  give  evidence  in  any  court  of 
juftice  againfl  a brother,  let  his  crime  be  what  it  may  -, 
and  a third,  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  French  Republic. 
The  refources  of  the  Union  are  the  feduCtion  of  the  lower 
orders  of  the  people,  under  the  fpecious  pretext  of  Freedom 
and  Equality ; and  every  artifice  which  cunning  and 
profligacy  can  fuggeft,  has  been  praCfifed  to  detach  them 
from  the  eftablifhed  Government  and  Conftitution.  The 
Press  has  been.ufed  with  fignal  fuccefs  as  an  engine  of 
rebellion  : Sedition  and  trealbn  have  been  circulated  with 
unceafing  indultry,  in  newfpapers  and  pamphlets,  and 
hand-bills  and  fpeeches,  and  republican  fongs  and  politi- 
cal manifeftos.  Robbery,  aflaflination,  and  maflacre  are 
the  efficient  powers  of  the  Union,  and  are  executed  with 
prompt  and  unerring  rigour  by  the  order  of  every  member 
of  the  executive  in  their  feveral  departments.  The  com- 
munication of  their  orders  is  fo  managed,  as  to  render 
detection  almoft  impoffible.  Each  fociety  has  its  fecretary, 
from  the  general  executive  down  to  the  lower  fubordinate 
clubs,  the  members  of  which  arc  generally  ufed  as  the 
agents  of  the  Union  in  all  a£ts  of  outrage;  and  every 
order  is  communicated  by  the  fecretary  of  the  fuperior 
committee  to  the  fecretary  of  that  committee  or  fociety, 
which  is  next  in  immediate  fubordination  to  it  ; no 
fubordinate  committee  knows  of  whom  its  next  fuperior 
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is  compofed ; the  accredited  fecretary  vouches  the  order, 
from  him  it  is  received  implicitly,  and  is  communicated 
in  like  manner,  ’till  it  reaches  every  member  of  the  Union 
to  whom  it  is  addrefied.  The  order  is  generally  verbal, 
but  if  it  be  reduced  to  writing,  the  moment  the  perfon 
who  is  to  receive  and  communicate  it,  is  fully  inftruCfed, 
the  paper  is  deftroyed.  Here  then  is  a complete  Revolu- 
tionary Government  organized  againft  the  laws  and  eftab- 
lilhed  conftitution  ; and  let  me  afk  the  noble  Lord, 
whether  fuch  a combination  is  to  be  met  or  counteracted, 
much  lefs  diflblved  by  the  flow  and  technical  forms  of  a 
regular  Government  ; an  invifible  power  of  infinite  fub- 
tlety  and  extent,  which  has  no  fixed  or  permanent  Ration, 
which  aCts  by  the  ungoverned  fury  of  a defperate  and 
favage  race,  and  fcatters  univerfal  defolation  and  difmay, 
at  its  fovereign  will  and  pleafure.  Such  was  the  influence 
of  this  fyftem  of  terror,  that  feveral  well-difpofed  perfons 
were  induced  from  mere  apprehenfions  for  their  perfonal 
fecurity  to  join  the  Union,  and  fome  of  them  have,  I 
fear,  become  reconciled  by  habit  to  this  general  league  of 
mifchief;  under  the  fame  influence  witnefles  were  de- 
terred from  coming  forward  to  give  teftimony  for  the 
Crown,  and  every  Juryman  who  fhould  dare  to  join  in  a 
verdiCl  of  conviCHon  was  threatened  with  afiaflination. 

I have  read  a circular  printed  hand-bill  which  was  pub- 
licly diftributed  in  the  dillurbed  diftriCts  in  the  courfe  of 
the  lad  fummer,  threatening  every  man  v/ho  fhould  dare 
to  execute  the  laws  againft  a member  of  the  Brotherhood 
with  inevitable  deftruCtion,  and  in  fome  counties  this 
menace  had  its  full  effeCL  Has  the  noble  Lord  heard  of 
the  numberlefs  murders  which  have  been  perpetrated  by 
the  orders  of  the  Irifh  union,  for  the  crime  of  putting  the 
laws  of  the  country  into  a courfe  of  execution  ? Has  he 
heard  of  the  murder  of  Mr.  Butler,  a clergyman  and  a 
magiftrate  ? Has  he  heard  of  the  murder  of  Mr.  Knipe, 
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lx  clergyman  and  a magiftrate  ? Has  he  heard  of  the 
murder  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  a clergyman  and  a magiftrate, 
and  the  circumftances  of  horror  which  attended  it  ? This 
unhappy  gentleman,  who  had  been  a Fellow  of  Trinity 
College,  and  had  retired  to  a college  Benefice  in  the 
county  of  Donegall,  a man  of  exemplary  piety  and  learn- 
ing, had  been  guilty  of  the  heinous  crime  of  inculcating 
habits  of  religion  and  morality  and  induftry  and  due 
fubordination  in  a wild  and  remote  diflri6l ; he  had  alfo 
been  guilty  of  exertion  as  a magiftrate  to  flop  the  pro- 
grefs  of  treafon,  and  was  accordingly  denounced  by  the 
Brotherhood.  He  had,  as  every  other  gentleman  in  the 
fame  predicament  was  obliged  to  do,  converted  his  dwell- 
ing-houfe  into  a fortrefs,  which  was  protected  by  a military 
Guard  ; he  had  gone  to  Derry,  but  hearing  of  a difturb- 
ance  in  his  neighbourhood,  he  fatally  prepared  to  return 
and  quiet  it,  intending  to  take  fhelter  from  his  enemies 
before  the  return  of  night.  In  this,  however,  he  was  pre- 
vented by  a ftorm,  which  made  it  impoflible  for  him  to 
repafs  a lake,  on  the  edge  of  which  his  dwelling  flood, 
and  he  went  to  the  houfe  of  a friend,  Mr.  Waller,  who 
had  been  alfo  a Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  and  who  to 
his  misfortune  received  him.  Whilft  this  gentleman  and 
his  wile  and  children  were  quietly  fitting  with  their  gueft 
by  the  fire-fide,  a volley  of  mufquetry  was  difcharged  into 
his  houfe,  which  inftantly  killed  Mrs.  Waller,  and  this 
was  their  firft  notice  of  the  attack.  The  favages  who  fur- 
rounded  the  houfe  cried  out  for  Mr.  Hamilton,  and  threa- 
tened to  burn  it  unlefs  he  was  delivered  into  their  hands  ; 
when  this  unfortunate  gentleman  was  dragged  from  his 
hiding  place  by  the  fervants  of  his  hoft,  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  his  enemies,  and  butchered  by  them  with  ag- 
gravated circumftances  of  barbarity  too  fhocking  to  relate; 
his  widow  and  helplefs  children  have  a penfion  from  the 
Crown,  or  they  mull  have  perilhed  for  want.  Has  the 
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noble  Lord  beard  of  the  murder  of  Mr.  Cummins,  whofe 
crime  was,  that  he  had  prefumed  to  enrol  his  name  in  a 
corps  of  Yeomanry,  under  th'e  command  of  his  Landlord, 
the  Earl  of  Londonderry  ? Has  he  heard  of  the  attempt  to 
affaffinate  Mr.  Johnfton,  a magiftrate  in  the  populous 
town  of  Lifburn  ? Has  he  heard  of  the  recent  murder  of 
Colonel  St.  George,  and  of  his  hold  Mr.  Uniacke  ? Has 
he  heard  of  the  recent  murder  of  two  dragoons  who  had 
difcovered  to  their  officers  an  attempt  to  feduce  them  ? In 
a word,  let  me  afk  the  noble  Lord,  whether  he  has  heard 
of  the  numberlefs  and  atrocious  deeds  of  maffacre  and  af- 
faffination,  which  form  a part  of  the  fyftem  added  upon 
by  the  Iriffi  brotherhood,  and  encouraged  by  the  privi- 
leged orders  of  innovation  ? I hold  the  dark  and  bloody 
catalogue  ! but  will  not  proclaim  to  the  civilized  world  the 
ftate  of  cannibal  barbarifm  to  which  my  unhappy  country 
has  been  brought  back  by  thefe  peftilent  and  cowardly  trai- 
tors. Thefe  are  the  men  of  fentiment  whom  the  noble  Lord 
is  anxious  to  conciliate;  thefe  are  the  injured  innocents, 
whofe  caufe  he  has  fo  often  and  fo  pathetically  pleaded  ; the 
injured  innocents  who  deal  in  midnight  robbery,  conflagra- 
tion, and  murder ; and  fcatter  terror  and  defolation  over  the 
face  of  his  devoted  country ! The  noble  Lord  may  con- 
template this  fcene  of  horror  with  coolnefs  from  another 
kingdom  ; but  he  will  not  be  furprifed  that  the  gentlemen 
of  Ireland,  whofe  exiflence  is  at  ftake,  do  not  view  it 
with  the  fame  indifference.  I know  the  noble  Lord  has 
declared  his  opinion  that  affaffination  forms  no  part  of  the 
fyftem  which  is  added  upon  by  the  Iriffi  Brotherhood,  and 
encouraged  by  the  privileged  orders  of  innovation.  I 
know  that  he  has  declared  his  opinion  that  the  numberlefs 
murders  which  hat  e been  committed  in  Ireland  fince  the 
inftitution  of  the  Brotherhood,  are  but  fo  many  inftances 
of  private  and  individual  fpleen.  Nay,  more,  I knew 
the  noble  Lord  has  broadly  infatuated  an  opinion,  that  a 
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periodical  paper  publifiied  in  the  metropolis,  which  re- 
commends aflafli  nation,  and  points  out  individuals  for 
mafia  ere,  is  printed  and  publifhed  by  the  connivance  of 
the  Irifh  Government,  and  forms  a part  of  the  fyftem 
adled  upon  here  and  encouraged  by  the  Britifh  Cabinet. 
If  the  noble  Lord  continues  to  hold  that  opinion,  I will 
for  the  prefent  leave  him  in  the  undifturbed  pofleffion  of 
it,  and  (hall  only  recommend  to  him  to  perufe  attentively 
printed  reports  of  the  trial  of  twelve  men  conviefted  of 
a confpiracy  to  murder  a foldier  in  the  brigade  of 
artillery,  who  had  ventured  to  reveal  to  his  officers 
an  attempt  made  to  feduce  him,  and  of  the  trial  of 
fome  domeftics  of  Lord  Carhampton  who  were  con- 
victed of  a confpiracy  to  murder  him.  If  the  noble 
Lord  doubts  the  authenticity  of  thefe  reports,  I beg  to  refer 
him  to  the  Judges  who  prefided  at  the  trials.  When 
public  juflice  was  thus  fubverted ; when  the  laws  were 
openly  infulted  and  beaten  down ; when  every  gentleman 
who  had  courage  to  remain  in  his  county  was  marked  for 
aflaffination,  and  had  no  protection  under  his  own  roof 
but  from  a military  guard ; when  a plan  was  actually 
formed,  and  nearly  ripe  for  execution,  to  difarm  and  cut 
oft  the  foldiery  thus  difperfed  in  fmall  bodies  for  the  pro- 
tection of  individuals  ; when  a fierce  and  favage  foreign 
enemy  hung  upon  the  Irifii  coaft,  what  alternative  remain- 
ed for  the  Executive  Government,  but  to  furrender  at 
diferetion  to  a horde  of  traitorous  barbarians,  or  to  ufe 
the  force  entrufted  to  it  for  felf-defence  and  felf-preferva- 
tion  ? And  what  would  have  been  the  folly  and  debility 
of  the  Government,  which  couid  have  hefitated  to  afierfc 
itfelf  wfith  vigour  and  decifion  at  fuch  a crifis  ? Lord 
Camden  did  not  hefitate,  but,  as  became  him,  ifiued  an  or- 
der on  the  3d  of  March,  to  difarm  the  rebels  in  the 
Northern  diflrict : and  if  he  had  not  ifiued  the  order,  I do 
not  fcruple  to  fay,  that  he  would  have  betrayed  his  truft. 
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In  giving  the  order,  he  is  fupported  by  an  Addrefs  nearly 
unanimous  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  and  I might 
reft  his  juftification  on  that  Addrefs*,  but  as  the  noble 
Lord  has  roundly  afferted  in  another  place,  that  the  order 
iffued  by  Lord  Camden  for  difarming  the  Northern  rebels 
is  given  up  to  be  illegal,  I now  meet  him  on  the  point, 
and  am  ready  to  maintain  that  the  order  was,  not  only 
ftriCtly  legal  under  the  circumftances  in  which  it  was  iffu- 
ed  ; but  that  Lord  Camden,  if  he  had  withheld  it,  would 
have  been  deeply  refponfible  for  the  mifchiefs  which  muft 
have  arifen  from  his  omiflion.  The  conftitution  of  thefe 
kingdoms  muft  be  ftrangely  defe&ive  indeed,  if  it  has  not 
in  it  a principle  of  felf-prefervation ; I very  well  know  that 
it  has  no  fuch  defeCl,  and  therefore,  when  the  ordinary 
courfe  of  the  municipal  law,  and  the  utmoft  exertions  of 
civil  magiftrates  prove  ineffectual  for  the  protection  of  the 
Conftitution,  and  for  the  fafety  and  protection  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  peaceable  and  loyal  fubjeCts,  it  is  the  bounden  duty 
of  the  Executive  Government  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the  mili- 
tary power,  for  the  fuppreffion  of  treafon  and  rebellion, 
and  for  the  fafety  and  maintenance  of  the  Conftitution. 
It  was  upon  this  principle  that  an  order  was  iffued  in 
1779,  to  the  military  force  of  England  to  aCt,  when  the 
city  of  London  was  attacked  by  a fanatical  banditti,  who 
had  well  nigh  made  themfelves  mafters  of  it.  That  order 
probably  faved  the  Britifh  empire  ; and  I have  no  doubt 
that  the  order  iffued  here  for  difarming  the  Northern 
rebels,  was  effential  for  the  falvation  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland.  The  Minifter  who  iffues  fuch  an  order,  is  deep- 
ly refponfible  for  the  aCt  ; if  he  does  it  wantonly  and  on 
light  grounds,  he  is  highly  criminal ; but  if  the  occafion 
demands  fuch  an  exertion  of  authority  for  the  prefervation 
of  the  ftate,  the  Minifter  who  withholds  it  is  refponfible 
for  all  the  evil  which  may  arife  from  fuch  an  aCt  of  timi- 
dity: — of  his  refponfibility  Parliament  is  to  judge  : — the 
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Minifter  who  iflues  fuch  an  order  wantonly,  or  who  with- 
holds it  improperly,  is  fubjedf  to  impeachment;  but  the 
approbation  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  is,  by  the  con- 
ftitution  of  thefe  kingdoms,  his  full  juftification  either  for 
ifiuing  or  withholding  the  order.  And  therefore,  I pre- 
fume, when  the  noble  Lord  condemned  the  order  iflued 
by  Lord  Camden  for  difarming  the  Northern  rebels  as 
avowedly  illegal,  he  was  not  apprized  that  it  received  the 
full,  and  nearly  unanimous  approbation  of  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament  : and,  I mud  fay,  that  this  is,  I believe,  the 
firft  inftance  which  has  occurred  in  the  annals  of  the 
Britiffi  empire,  in  which  the  King’s  Minifter  has  been  cal- 
led to  make  his  defence  for  fuppreffing  a rebellion  ; for 
ilTuing  an  order,  when  the  kingdom  was  threatened  with 
invafion,  to  feize  arms  in  the  hands  of  traitors,  who  waited 
only  to  join  the  invaders  ; arrns  in  which  they  had  no 
right  but  by  robbery  and  treafon,  which  they  ufed  in  the 
interval,  to  terrify  the  weak  into  an  union  with  them,  and 
to  murder  every  man  who  had  virtue  and  conftancy  to 
adhere  to  his  allegiance.  The  noble  Lord  has  been  pleafed 
on  this  night  to  difclaim  any  charge  of  mifcondu£t  by  the 
army  in  executing  this  order ; but  in  exculpating  bis 
brother  foldiers  he  redoubles  his  charge  againft  the  Irifti 
Government,  and  imputes  all  the  aflumed  mifconduft 
which  he  ftated  in  another  place,  to  the  inllruftions  given 
by  Lord  Camden  to  the  General  Officer  who  commands 
in  that  diftri£t.  For  the  prefent,  1 pafs  by  the  fingular 
apology  which  he  has  made  for  his  brother  officers,  and 
put  it  to  the  noble  Lord,  why  he  has  ventured  to  make 
fuch  a random  charge  againft  the  Executive  Government, 
when  he  might  have  had  precife  information  on  the  fub- 
je£t,  by  moving  an  addrefs  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  to 
defire  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  order  a copy  of  thefe 
inftru£fions  to  be  laid  on  the  table.  I have  a copy  of  them 
in  my  hand,  and  when  the  noble  Lord  hears  what  they  are, 
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he  will  judge  whether  the  charges  which  he  has  hazarded 
againll  Lord  Camden,  have  a colour  of  juftice. 

In  obedience  to  thefe  orders,  General  Leake  did  proceed 
to  difarm  the  rebels  in  the  northern  diftridl,  and  executed 
this  fervice  with  all  the  moderation,  ability  and  difcretion, 
which  have  always  marked  his  character  as  a gentleman 
and  an  officer;  and  in  executing  this  fervice,  he  did, 
amongft  others,  difarm  the  rebels  of  the  noble  Lord’s  town 
of  Ballinahinch,  which,  I am  forry  to  fay,  has  been  for 
fome  years  a main-citadel  of  treafon.  In  proportion  to  its 
fize,  it  may  vie  in  treafon  with  the  town  of  Belfaft.  The 
noble  Lord  is  of  a different  opinion,  and  has  very  fairly 
affigned  his  reafons  ; he  fays,  that  he  explained  to  his 
tenants  in  the  town  and  its  vicinity  the  horrors  of  Repub- 
licanifm,  the  many  advantages  of  the  Government  and 
Conftitution  under  which  they  live  ; and  above  all,  that 
he  explained  to  them  the  fplendid  virtues  of  the  Heir  Ap- 
parent of  the  crown;  that  they  all  made  to  him  the  molt 
unbounded  profeffions  of  loyalty,  in  which  however  he 
would  not  have  put  implicit  confidence,  if  he  had  not  ob- 
ferved  the  countenance  of  every  man  to  whom  he  had  ad- 
dreffed  himfelf,  beam  with  joy  and  triumphant  affedlion, 
when  he  mentioned  the  name  and  fplendid  virtues  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales.  Giving  the  noble 
Lord  full  credit  as  a phyfiogncmift,  I muff  conclude,  if  he 
will  excufe  me  for  a little  profeffional  pedantry,  that  the 
loyalty  of  his  town  of  Ballinahinch  is  in  abeyance , during 
the  life  of  his  prefent  Majefty.  i\nd,  as  the  noble  Lord 
has  very  fairly  Hated  the  grounds  of  his  opinion,  I will  a3 
frankly  (late  the  grounds  of  mine  ; and  firft,  let  me  refer 
the  noble  Lord  to  the  War-Office,  where  he  will  find 
minutes  of  the  General  Court  Martial,  which  tried  and 
condemned  feveral  foldiers  of  a regiment  of  militia,  four  of 
whom  were  (hot,  and  he  will  there  find,  that  thefe  unhappy 
men  were  feduced  into  a confpiracy  by  the  people  of  his 
F town 
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town  of  Ballinahinch,  to  betray  to  the  rebels  of  Belfaft,  the 
military  pods  which  it  was  their  duty  to  defend,  and  that 
they  were  alfo  feduced  to  accept  of  military  commiflions, 
and  military  rank  in  the  revolutionary  army  of  Belfaft  and 
Ballinahinch,  which  wras  then  organized,  and  waited  only 
the  opportunity  to  come  forth  in  battle  array.  Let  me 
refer  the  noble  Lord  to  General  Leake,  for  another  proof 
of  loyalty  in  the  town  of  Ballinahinch ; when  he  fum- 
moned  the  inhabitants  to  deliver  up  their  arms,  they  re- 
fufed  to  obey  him,  but  on  being  threatened  with  feverity 
if  they  perfifted  in  this  refufal,  they  did  deliver  up  their 
arms, and  amongft  other  weapons,no  inconfiderable  number 
of  pikes.  Are  pikes  conftitutional  arguments  for  Parlia- 
mentary Reform  ? Are  pikes  emblems  of  loyalty  ? Is  the 
fedu&ion  of  the  King’s  troops  a fymptom  of  loyalty  ? 
And  are  thefe  the  dutiful  and  affe&ionate  offerings  of  the 
noble  Lord’s  tenants  and  dependents,  to  the  rifing  virtues 
of  the  Heir  Apparent  of  the  Crown  ? Does  the  noble 
Lord  forget  that  his  domeftics  were  tainted  with  the  ge- 
neral contagion  ? That  his  gardener  and  groom,  in  the 
prefence  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  a magiftrate,  the  noble  Lord’s 
manager  and  agent,  acknowledged  themfelves  to  be  mem- 
bers of  the  Union,  and  acknowledged  that  pikes  and  pike* 
(hafts  had  been  concealed  in  his  timber-yard ; and  on 
fearching  for  them,  Mr.  Hamilton  did  frankly  confefs 
his  opinion,  that  they  had  been  removed  but  the  night 
before  General  Leake’s  arrival  in  the  village.  The  noble 
Lord  will  not,  I hope,  fuppofe  me  to  infinuate  that  this 
concealment  was  made  with  his  knowledge,  or  counte- 
nanced by  him.  The  mod  natural  place  for  concealing 
pikes  and  pike-fhafts,  was  the  houfe  and  its  appendages 
of  a nobleman  in  his  abfence,  whofe  fervants  and  depend- 
ents had  been  feduced  into  a traitorous  confpiracy  againft 
the  State.  His  name  and  rank  were  very  naturally  fup- 
pofed  to  caft  a prote£lion  around  the  place  of  his 
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©ccafional  refidence,  and  to  baffle  all  fufpicion  that  it  was 
become  a fan£luary  of  rebellion.  The  noble  Lord  Hated, 
that  the  imputation  of  difloyalty  on  his  town  of  Ballina- 
hinch,  relied  only  on  the  evidence  of  a man  of  the  name 
of  Daniel  Morgan,  whom  he  reprefents  to  have  been  of  in- 
famous character  ; but  the  noble  Lord  forgot  to  mention 
the  fate  of  Morgan.  That  Daniel  Morgan  did  give  an  in- 
formation before  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench,  of  treafons  committed,  and  treafons  meditated, 
by  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ballinahinch,  is  moll  true  ; 
it  is  equally  true,  that  fubfequent  events  have  very  fully 
verified  every  article  of  his  information,  and  that  be  was 
murdered  in  confequence  of  the  difcoveries  which  he  had 
prefumed  to  make.  This  unhappy  man,  after  he  had 
fworn  his  information,  went  to  the  town  of  Down- 
patrick, and  was  there  protedled  for  fome  time  by  a 
military  guard ; but  having  ventured  to  go  into  the  coun- 
try at  the  diltance  of  fome  miles,  on  a vifit  to  his  wife, 
who  had  taken  refuge  at  her  father’s  houfe,  he  was  mur- 
dered there,  by  a band  of  ruffians  vffio  came  on  horfeback 
upon  this  million ; and  it  was  dillin£lly  afcertained,  that 
on  the  night  when  this  murder  was  committed,  a number 
of  perfons  had  fallied  from  Ballinahinch  on  horfeback,  fo 
that  it  is  at  the  leaft  highly  probable,  that  the  afiaffins  or- 
dered upon  this  fervice,  were  feledled  from  the  loyalifts 
of  that  peaceable  town.  Within  the  laft  two  months, 
under  pretence  of  celebrating  the  noble  Lord’s  birth-day, 
the  centinels  on  duty  there  were  made  drunk,  and  this 
opportunity  was  taken  to  rob  the  King’s  {lores  of  fome 
hundreds  of  ball  cartridges  : Such  is  the  Hate  of  the  noble 
Lord’s  town  of  Ballinahinch,  which  he  has  been  taught 
to  believe  to  be  a model  of  fentimental  apd  enthufiallic 
loyalty  : and  if  he  has  been  fo  grofsly  duped  and  milled 
in  the  opinions  which  he  has  imbibed  of  his  own  imme- 
diate tenants  and  dependents,  what  mull  be  the  extent  of 
bis  dupery  with  refpedl  to  the  kingdom  at  large  ? 
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The  noble  Lord  has  thought  good  on  this  night  to  re- 
traft  the  charges  originally  advanced  by  him  againft  the 
army  of  Ireland,  and  to  declare  that  the  excefies  and 
extravagancies  of  which  he  complained,  were  com- 
mitted under  the  dire£l  and  immediate  orders  of  the 
Executive  Government.  The  particular  inflances  of  mili- 
tary outrage  adduced  by  the  noble  Lord  were — “ The 
deftrudtion  of  the  printing-prefs  of  a newfpaper,  called 
the  Northern  Star,  at  Belfaft.  'I  he  ftory  of  a child  in 
convulfions,  whofe  nurfe  was  ordered  to  extinguiffi  her 
lights.  The  picketing  one  blackfmith,  and  half-firang- 
ling another.”  As  to  the  firft  of  thefe  charges,  in  the 
terms  in  which  it  was  originally  advanced  by  the  noble 
Lord,  an  indifferent  and  uninformed  hearer  wrould  have 
imagined,  that  a regiment  headed  by  its  officers  had  at 
noon  day  marched,  with  drums  beating  and  colours 
flying,  under  the  eye  of  a General  Officer  at  head- 
quarters, to  demoliffi  the  houfe  and  the  printing-prefs  of 
a news  printer  who  had  made  himfelf  obnoxious  to  the 
Executive  Government.  But  what  is  the  fa£t,  of  which 
the  noble  Lord  certainly  might  have  been  fully  and  dif- 
tindfly  apprized  ? A regiment  of  militia  which  I am  well 
informed,  until  it  was  cantoned  at  Belfaft  arid  Ballina- 
hinch,  was  confidered  as  one  of  the  beft  behaved  and  beft 
difciplined  regiments  in  the  fervice,  had  been  corrupted 
by  traitors  in  both  quarters;  feveral  of  the  foldiers  had 
been  capitally  convicted  by  the  fentence  of  a General 
Court  Martial,  and  four  of  them  had  been  ffiot  upon 
clear  evidence  that  they  had  yielded  to  the  feduclion  pracn 
tifed  upon  them.  The  regiment,  to  retrieve  its  character, 
fubfcribed  to  a fund  for  difcovering  and  punifhing  any 
new  attempt  ft  feduce  the  foldiery,  and  made  a declara- 
tion of  determined  loyalty  to  their  King  and  his  Govern- 
ment. A body  of  the  foldiers  attended  by  fome  non-com- 
miffioned  officers  net  on  duty,  went  to  the  printer’s  office 
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to  deflre  that  this  declaration  of  loyalty  might  be  printed 
in  his  newfpaper,  offering  to  pay  for  it : he  refufed  to  re- 
ceive their  advertifement,  and  accompanied  his  refufal 
with  fome  taunting  reflexions  on  the  foldiers,  who  did  at 
the  inftant,  goaded  with  the  recent  execution  of  their 
companions,  which  they  attributed,  perhaps  with  fome 
degree  of  reafon,  to  the  poifon  diffufed  by  the  Northern 
Star,  and  with  the  taunting  refufal  of  the  Printer  to  re- 
ceive the  declaration  which  they  would  have  publifhed, 
proceed  to  aXs  of  violence  againfl  him,  and  did  very 
nearly  deftroy  his  types  and  printing-prefs.  Colonel 
Leflie,  who  commanded  the  regiment,  almoft  immediately 
interpofed,  brought  off  his  men,  and  fhut  them  up  in  their 
Barrack;  however,  while  he  was  thus  engaged,  another 
party,  compofed  principally  of  yeomanry,  who  were  not  in 
uniform,  again  attacked  the  printer’s  houfe,  and  completed 
the  deftruXion  of  his  types  and  printing-prefs.  Let  me  afk 
the  noble  Lord,  whether  he  will  venture  gravely  toafl'ert  in 
this  aflembiy,  that  he  believes  this  outrage  upon  military  dis- 
cipline and  the  municipal  law,  to  have  been  contrived  and 
committed  under  the  immediate  direXion  of  Lord  Camden? 
and  if  he  will  venture  to  make  the  aflertion,  let  me  aflc 
him,  whether  I am  to  underftand  his  apology  for  General 
Leake,  and  the  officers  under  his  command  to  be,  that 
they  have  tamely  fuffered  the  King’s  reprefentative  to  pafs 
by  them,  and  to  iflue  fecret  orders  to  the  foldiery  under 
their  command,  to  go  forth  as  a mob,  to  the  utter  fubver- 
fion  of  military  difcipline  ? Am  I to  underftand  his  apology 
for  his  brother  officers  to  be,  that  they  hold  their  military 
fituations  under  a Government  which  has  maintained  a 
fecret  correfpondence  and  communication  with  the  fol- 
diery under  their  command,  and  has  ftimulated  them  to 
aXs  of  outrage,  which  the  noble  Lord  did  diftinXly  in  his 
firft  ftate, nent  upon  this  fubjeX  infinuate,  as  fcandalous 
and  difgraceful  to  the  military  charaXer  in  Ireland?  If 
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this  be  the  noble  Lord’s  apology  for  General  Leake,  and 
for  the  officers  in  command  in  his  diftri£k,  in  pure  refpe£t 
for  them,  I beg  to  deprecate  it ; and  in  pure  refpeft  for 
thefe  deferving  officers,  I beg  of  the  noble  Lord  to  abide 
by  his  firft  charge  againft  them,  however  ill  founded.  The 
fecond  inflance  of  military  excefs  and  extravagance,  is  the 
rigorous  enforcement  of  that  obfolete  badge  of  fervitude 
the  curfew  : “ The  (lory  of  the  nurfe  and  child I have 
taken  fome  pains  to  come  at  the  truth  of  this  ftory,  and 
the  refult  has  been,  that  I find  a light  had  been  challenged 
by  order  of  the  officer  commanding  a patrole  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Downpatrick,  at  two  different  times,  and  in 
two  different  houfes,  both,  however,  fituated  in  a pro- 
claimed diftrift  ; in  one  of  thefe  houfes  a child  lay  in  con- 
vulfions,  and  it  fo  happened,  that  the  officer  who  com- 
manded the  patrole,  was  alfo  the  regimental  furgeon  *,  he 
went  into  the  houfe,  and  finding  on  examination  that  a 
child  lay  in  convulfions,  hefuffered  its  parents  to  keep  their 
lights  burning,  and  early  on  the  next  day  returned  to  them 
for  the  purpofe  of  affording  medical  affiftance  to  the  infant. 
The  other  inftance  of  the  enforcement  of  the  curfew,  hap-, 
pened  at  the  houfe  of  a man  of  the  name  of  Carfon,  whofe 
lights  were  burning  after  eleven  o’clock  *,  on  being  called  to 
by  the  patrole  to  extinguiffi  them,  and  not  complying  imme- 
diately, a foldier  broke  a pane  of  glafs  in  one  of  his  win- 
dows -9  and  fo  far  was  Carfon  from  complaining  of  the 
injury,  that  he  went  the  next  day  to  Colonel  Bainbridge, 
who  commanded  at  Downpatrick,  and  apologized  to  him 
for  not  having  afked  permiffion  to  keep  his  lights  burning 
to  fo  late  an  hour,  which  had  never  been  denied  when  he 
bad  applied  for  it ; and  it  is  a fa£t  which  I cannot  avoid 
Hating,  that  within  the  laft  week,  Mr.  George  Crozier, 
the  noble  Lord’s  land-fleward,  and  folicitor  at  law,  did 
prefs  this  fame  Mr.  Carfon  to  furnifh  him  with  the  parti- 
culars which  had  attended  this  grievous  enforcement  of 
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the  curfew ; that  Carfon  told  him,  he  had  not  any  ground 
of  complaint:  to  which  Mr.  Crozier  replied,  that  unlefs  he 
would  furniffi  him  with  the  detail  of  this  military  extrava- 
gance, he  fhould  be  dragged  to  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  and  examined  to  it  on  his  oath.  So  much  for  the 
ftory  of  the  nurfe  and  child — and  now  for  the  ftory  of  the 
half-ftrangled  and  picketed  blackfmith.  An  information 
had  been  made  on  oath  before  Mr.  Maxwell,  a Magiftrate, 
that  a blackfmith,  of  the  name  of  Kirke  or  Shaw,  had 
been  employed  in  making  pike-heads,  which  he  had  ma- 
nufactured in  great  numbers  for  the  rebels  in  and  about 
Downpatrick ; accordingly  Mr.  Maxwell  went  out  with  a 
flank  company  under  the  command  of  a field  officer,  to 
fearch  for  thefe  pike-heads ; Mr.  Maxwell  apprehended  the 
blackfmith,  who  denied  pofitively  that  he  had  ever  manu- 
factured a fingle  pike-head;  the  ferjeant  and  fome  of  the 
foldiers  put  a rope  round  his  neck  and  drew  it  over  a beam, 
in  the  hope  of  terrifying  him  into  a confeffion,  but  he  was 
not  fufpended.  The  Magiftrate  then  brought  him  into 
the  towm  of  Downpatrick,  where  the  Colonel  of  a fencible 
regiment,  who  has  died  fince,  put  him  on  the  picket,  and 
he  did  immediately  difeover  the  names  of  feveral  perfons 
for  whom  he  had  manufactured  pike-heads:  In  confe- 
quence  of  which  difeovery,  nearly  two  hundred  pikes  were 
feized  or  brought  in  within  two  days.  Let  me  here  requeft 
of  the  noble  Lord  to  refleCt  on  the  number  of  probable 
murders  which  were  prevented  by  this  aCt  of  military  feve- 
rity,  and  appeal  to  his  candour  and  good  fenfe,  whether 
the  injury  done  to  fociety  in  putting  Mr.  Shaw  on  the 
picket,  is  in  any  degree  to  be  put  in  competition  with  the 
injury  which  mult  have  arifen,  in  leaving  two  hundred 
pikes  of  his  manufacture  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels  and 
afiaffins  of  that  difturbed  diftriCt  ? I deplore  as  fincerely 
as  the  noble  Lord  can  do,  thefe  neceflary  aCts  of  feverity ; 
but  the  Executive  Government  was  reduced  to  the  pain- 
ful 
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ful  alternative  of  ufing  the  force  entrufted  to  it  in  defence 
of  the  King's  peaceable  and  w'ell-affeCted  fubjeCts,  or  of 
tamely  giving  them  up  to  ihe  fury  of  a fierce  and  favage 
democracy.  Every  man  of  feeling  muft  lament  the  pain- 
ful duties  which  are  impofed  on  military  officers  employed 
in  the  fupprefiion  of  a rebellion.  The  noble  Lord  was 
employed  on  this  fervice  in  America,  where  he  was  redu- 
ced to  the  painful,  but  I arn  confident  the  indifpenfable 
duty  of  ordering  a gentleman  who  bore  the  commiffion  of 
a Colonel,  to  fummary  execution,  without  the  formality 
of  a trial.  He  will  readily  perceive  that  I allude  to  the 
cafe  of  Colonel  Ifaac  Haynes,  who  was  hanged  at  Charlef- 
town  in  the  year  1781.  This  gentleman  had  taken  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  his  Majefty,  and  was  fuffered  to  retire 
to  his  plantation  fome  miles  up  the  country;  the  ufe 
which  he  made  of  this  indulgence  was,  to  excite  fedition, 
difaffeCtion  and  difturbance  in  the  adjacent  diftriCt  ; to 
terrify  the  weak  and  timid  into  an  Union  with  him  ; and  to 
murder  every  man  who  had  confiancy  to  refifl  his  folicita- 
tions.  Of  this  defcription  was  an  Irifhman  of  the  name  of 
Creighton,  whofe  houfe  he  furrounded  woth  an  armed 
banditti  in  order  to  murder  him ; but  Creighton  had 
time  to  make  his  efcape  to  Charlefiown,  and  a patrcle 
having  come  up  with  Haynes,  and  feized  him  ; on  identi- 
fying his  perfon  by  a court  of  enquiry,  he  was  hanged  at 
Charfeftown  by  order  of  the  noble  Lord,  and  of  Colonel 
Balfour.  I (fate  thefe  facts  from  the  printed  Reports  of 
the  Debates  of  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Lords,  in  Febru- 
ary 1782  : and  upon  the  fame  authority  I will  ftate,  that 
the  defence  made  for  the  noble  Lord  in  that  afiembly  by  a 
near  friend  and  connection  of  his  was,  that  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  had  fully  approved  of  the  execution  of 
Colonel  Haynes,  and  that  fimilar  executions  had  taken 
place  in  hundreds  of  inftances  during  the  American  wrar. 
Let  me  repeat,  that  I do  not  allude  to  this  act  of  extreme 
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military  feverity  in  any  manner  with  a vjew  to  condemn 
it : lam  confident  that  the  noble  Lord  in  ifluing  his  order, 
felt  that  it  was  an  a£t  on  his  part  of  painful  and  indif- 
penfable  duty; — but  with  that  feeling  in  his  mind,  I can- 
not but  wonder  that  the  noble  Lord  has  brought  forward 
the  (lory  of  the  curfew,  and  the  ftory  of  the  inquifition, 
the  ftory  of  the  nurfe  and  child,  and  the  ftory  of  the 
backfmith,  more  efpecially  when  I recolle£f  the  ftrong 
comment  which  the  noble  Lord  has  tranfmitted  to  pofte- 
rity  upon  a propofed  parliamentary  enquiry  into  the  exe- 
cution of  Colonel  Haynes,  as  an  unpardonable  abufe,  in 
his  opinion,  of  parliamentary  privilege  and  authority. 
Soon  after  Lord  Camden  had  iflued  his  order  for  difarm- 
ing the  rebels  in  the  Northern  diftrift,  he  was  enabled  to 
come  at  evidence  the  moft  diftin£f  and  fatisfa£lory  of  the 
fyftem  of  treafon  eftablilhed  by  the  Irilh  Brotherhood*  and 
the  means  by  which  this  difeovery  was  made  were  purely 
accidental.  A man  of  the  name  of  Newell,  an  United 
Irifhman,  by  profeflion  a portrait  painter,  had  been  a mem- 
ber of  one  of  the  fuperior  committees  of  the  Brotherhood  ; 
he  had  gone  to  the  houfe  of  a gentleman  in  the  county  of 
Down,  whofe  loyalty  was  unqueftioned,  to  draw  por- 
traits of  fome  of  his  family ; and  being  prevented  by  fick- 
nefs  from  attending  his  committee  of  the  Brotherhood  for 
more  than  a fortnight,  he  was  immediately  fufpeefed  of 
having  betrayed  the  fecrets  of  the  Brotherhood  to  his  em- 
ployer, and  marked  accordingly  for  aftaflination.  An  at- 
tempt was  made  to  execute  this  fentence  upon  him  by 
night  in  the  town  of  Belfaft ; when,  finding  himfelf  de- 
nounced, he  gave  information  which  enabled  the  Execu- 
tive Government  to  feize  three  committees,  with  all  their 
papers,  in  the  very  a£t  of  traitorous  council.  Thefe 
papers  were  referred  to  Secret  Commitees  of  both  Houfes 
of  Parliament ; and  the  noble  Lord  acknowledges,  that  he 
has  read  the  reports  made  by  them ; but  he  has  this  night 
G pretty 
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pretty  plainly  infinuated,  that  he  confiders  the  committees 
who  made  their  reports,  and  the  two  houfes  who  con- 
curred with  them,  to  be  little  fliort  of  dupes  and  drivellers, 
inafmuch  as  he  has  difcovered,  by  a confeflion  made  by 
Newell  and  by  another  man  of  the  name  of  Smith,  which 
he  has  read  fince  his  laft  arrival  in  Ireland,  that  the  evi- 
dence given  by  both  is  falfe  and  fabricated.  Let  me  alk 
the  noble  Lord,  whether  he  has  been  favoured  with  the 
confeflion  of  the  worthy  gentleman  who  bribed  this  Smith 
and  Newell  to  make  fuch  a declaration  ? Has  the  gentle- 
man, who  paid  each  of  them  a fum  of  400I.  favoured  the 
noble  Lord  with  a detailed  account  of  that  tranfadtion  ? 
And  has  Mr.  Newell  fatisfied  the  noble  Lord  by  his  con- 
fellion,  that  the  papers  feized  at  Belfaft,  and  referred  to 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  are  alfo  falfe  and  fabricated  ? 
Has  Mr.  Newell’s  confeflion,  which  the  noble  Lord  has 
read  fatisfied  him,  that  the  official  returns  of  cannon,  and 
mufquets,  and  military  ftores,  of  foldiers  organized  for  a 
revolutionary  army;  the  official  plan  of  a revolutionary 
committee;  the  projected  fcheme  of  maffacre  and  confif- 
cation,  all  reduced  to  writing,  and  feized  upon  three  dif- 
tindf  committees  of  treafon  fitting  in  council,  are  fidtton 
and  fabrication  ? Has  Mr.  Newell’s  confeffion,  which 
the  noble  Lord  has  read  fince  his  laft  arrival  in  Ireland, 
fatisfied  him  that  the  report  of  the  committee  of  this 
Houfe,  ftating  that  it  appeared  diftindtly  to  them 
that  an  ambaffador  had  been  fent  from  hence  by  the 
Brotherhood  in  the  year  1795,  t0  treat  executive 

diredlory  of  the  French  Republic,  is  alfo  mere  fidlion  and 
delufion  ? And  will  the  noble  Lord  gravely  infinuate,  that 
the  Lords  and  Commons  of  Ireland  are  dupes  and  drivel- 
lers ? And  that  the  noble  Lord,  by  his  refidence  in  ano- 
ther country,  or  by  his  occafional  vifits  in  Ireland,  where 
he  is  furrounded  by  men  who  are  anxious  to  deceive  him, 
is  now  enabled  to  corredt  their  errors  and  delufions  ? 
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With  all  refpe£t  to  the  noble  Lord  it  is  an  affumption,  on 
his  part,  to  which  I mult  take  leave  to  enter  my  proteft  ; 
and  I doubt  not  I (hall  be  joined  by  a very  great  majority 
indeed  of  the  gentlemen  who  feel  a permanent  intereft  in 
the  fafety  of  this  country.  Upon  the  reports  made  to 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  they  voted  a joint  and  unani- 
mous addrefs  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  defiring  that  he 
would  exert  the  whole  energy  of  the  powers  civil  and 
military  entrufted  to  him  for  the  fuppreffion  of  exifting  re- 
bellion ; and  in  confequence  of  this  addrefs,  his  Excellency 
did,  with  the  advice  and  concurrence  of  his  Privy  Council, 
iffue  a proclamation  notifying  to  all  his  Majefty’s  fubje£ts, 
that  he  had,  in  purfuance  of  the  joint  addrefs  of  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  iffued  his  orders  to  all  executive 
officers  civil  and  military  to  maintain  the  public  peace, 
and  to  fupprefs  treafon,  rebellion  and  infurre&ion  ; and  in 
the  body  of  this  proclamation,  his  Excellency  did  offer  full 
pardon  and  indemnity  to  all  perfons  who  ffiould  within  a 
reafonable  time,  I think  fix  weeks,  return  to  their  alle- 
giance ; and  the  term  for  coming  in  was  extended  by  a 
fubfequent  proclamation,  I think  to  fix  weeks  more.  The 
noble  Lord  will  not,  I am  confident,  condemn  a procla- 
mation here,  thus  iffued  under  the  authority  of  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament;  and  I trufi:  he  will  not  condemn  it 
a fecond  time  in  another  place.  And  when  the  noble 
Lord  was  pleafed  on  this  night  to  impute  fome  of  the  ex- 
ceffcs  of  which  he  complained,  to  the  orders  or  inftruc- 
tions  given  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  by  Lord  Camden, 
I mult  again  ftate  to  him  my  furprife  that  he  ffiould 
make  fuch  a vague  and  random  charge  againfl  his  Excel- 
lency, when  he  might  have  had  precife  and  accurate  in- 
formation on  the  fubjecft,  by  moving  for  a /copy  of  the 
inltru£tions.  I have  in  my  hand  a copy  of  Lord  Camden’s 
inltru£tions  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  of  his  gene- 
ral order  iffued  in  purfuance  of  them,  which  I will  alfo 
read  to  the  noble  Lord, 
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The  vigorous  meafures  adopted  by  Lord  Camden,  in 
which  he  was  fo  fully  fupported  by  both  Houfes  of  Par- 
liament, had  in  a great  meafure  flopped  the  progrefs  of 
rebellion,  when  it  was  again  fet  into  motion  by  a moft 
prepoderous  proceeding,  indituted  by  fome  gentlemen  of 
rank  and  fortune  in  the  county  of  Down.  Early  in  the 
lad  Summer,  it  was  reported  that  a change  of  Britifh  mi- 
nifters  was  in  agitation,  and  I have  been  well  informed 
that  a letter  from  a nobleman,  who  it  was  fuppofed  would 
take  a lead  in  the  new  Cabinet,  was  read  at  a tavern  in 
this  town,  to  a motley  affembly  of  United  Irifhmen  and 
others,  exhorting  them  to  fet  the  people  of  Ireland  to 
work  in  the  way  of  addreffes  to  his  Majefly,  for  that  the 
critical  time  had  arrived,  when  the  fupport  of  the  new 
embryo  Cabinet  was  effential.  And  at  this  critical  time, 
wrhen  the  whole  of  the  county  of  Down  was  proclaimed 
by  law  to  be  in  a date  of  infurredtion,  and  when  it  had 
recently  been  a general  fcene  of  midnight  robbery,  con*T 
flagration  and  murder,  an  advertifement  appeared  in  the 
public  prints,  calling  on  the  High  Sheriff  to  convene  the 
inhabitants  of  the  county  without  didin£lion,  whether 
infurgents  or  not,  to  meet,  in  order  to  frame  a petition  to 
his  Majedy  for  the  difmiffal  of  his  Miniders ; and  what 
feems  fcarcely  credible,  amongd  the  perfons  who  figned 
this  curious  requifition  to  the  Sheriff,  were  the  names  of 
fome  Magidrates  who  fird  memorialed  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant and  Council  to  proclaim  the  county  under  the  infur- 
/ Ojis  region  a£f , as  was  the  name  of  a Reverend  Prelate,  who 
fee  in  his  place  on  this  night,  for  the  fird  time  that  he 
has  appeared  there  for  years.  The  High  Sheriff',  much  to 
his  credit,  refufed  to  comply  with  this  mondrous  requifi- 
tion made  to  him  to  collect  the  infurgents  of  the  county 
of  Down  by  colour  of  his  authority  ; and  the  gentlemen 
who  had  formed  this  projeft  for  bringing  together  a body 
of  ten  or  twenty  thoufand  of  them,  gave  it  up,  as  they  pro- 
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fefled,  only  from  an  apprehenfion  that  fucb  a tumultuous 
aflembly  would  have  been  difperfed  by  the  Magiftrates. 
But  the  petition  was  framed,  and,  if  I have  been  well  in- 
formed, that  Reverend  Prelate  not  only  figned  it,  but  did 
without  referve  folicit  fignatures  to  it ; and  if  I have  been 
well  informed,  a clergyman  of  the  eftablifhed  Church,  a 
member  of  the  Chapter  of  the  Cathedral  of  Down,  did 
read  this  petition  from  the  pulpit  in  a Diflenter’s  Meeting- 
houfe,  and  publicly  folicit  his  auditory  to  put  their  names 
to  it.  I mention  this  circumftance  in  the  hearing  of  that 
Reverend  Prelate,  that  he  may  enquire  into  it  at  his  next 
vifitation,  and  if  he  finds  that  fuch  an  aCt  of  profane  inde- 
corum was  committed  by  a member  of  his  Chapter,  he 
may  infliCt  a cenfure  upon  him  adequate  to  hrs  offence. 
This  petition  has  appeared  in  all  the  public  prints;  it  fets 
out  by  a complaint  that  the  war  and  the  mifconduCt  of 
Minifters  have  deftroyed  the  manufactures  and  the  trade  of 
that  diltriCt.  It  is  a difcovery  referved  for  that  fagacious  pre- 
late, and  his  more  fagacious  compeers,  that  a war  which  has 
ravaged  the  German  empire  muft  leffen  the  demand  for  Irifh 
linens.  But  how  does  the  faCt  bear  them  out  in  this  afler- 
tion  ? The  value  of  linens  exported  from  Ireland  in  the  four 
years  prior  to  the  war,  from  1788  to  1791  inclufive,  is  nine 
millions  four  hundred  and  fifty-eight  thoufand  two  hun- 
dred and  ten  pounds,  and  the  value  for  the  four  fubfe- 
quent  years,  from  1792  to  1795  inclufive,  is  eleven  millions 
fix  hundred  and  fixty-two  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  pounds;  fo  that  it  appears  diftinCtly,  that  in  the  firlt 
four  years  of  the  war  the  linen  manufacture,  the  ftaple  of 
Ireland,  and  the  only  manufacture  of  the  Northern  dif- 
triCt,  has  encreafed  to  the  amount  in  value  of  more  than 
two  millions  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  over  and 
above  the  amount  of  it  in  the  four  correfponding  years 
prior  to  the  war;  and  in  the  year  1796,  which  I have  not 
taken  into  this  calculation,  the  value  of  linen  exported, 
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was  three  millions  one  hundred  and  thirteen  thoufand,  fix 
hundred  and  eighty-feven  pounds,  a fum  infinitely  greater 
than  the  export  had  ever  before  amounted  to  in  any  one 
year,  fince  the  linen  manufacture  was  firft  eftablifhed  in 
Ireland.  So  much  for  the  veracity  of  that  Reverend  Pre- 
late, and  his  co-petitioners  in  this  firft  affertion  carried  by 
them  to  the  foot  of  the  Throne.  It  is  perfectly  true,  that 
in  the  laft  year  (1797)  the  export  of  linen  fell  above  ten 
millions  of  yards ; but  if  that  Right  Rev.  Prelate  and  his 
compeers,  had  thought  fit  to  ftate  truth  to  hisMajefty,  they 
would  have  ftated,  that  the  linen  weavers  of  the  county  of 
Down  had  altogether  deferted  their  looms,  and  addiCIed 
themfelves  to  politics ; they  would  have  ftated  to  his 
Majefty  that  they  had  exchanged  their  Shuttles  for  pikes 
and  mufkets  and  cannon  ; that  their  nights  were  devoted 
to  every  fpecies  of  excefs  and  outrage,  and  therefore,  that 
a total  flop  was  put  to  fober  and  honeft  exertion  amongft 
the  lower  order  of  the  people ; and  if  the  Right  Reve- 
rend Prelate  and  his  compeers  had  told  truth  to  his  Majefty, 
they  would  have  ftated,  that  their  petition,  fraught  as  it  is 
with  virulent  falfehood  and  mifreprefentation,  had  been 
hawked  about  the  county  for  the  mifchievous  purpofe  of 
enfiaming  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  of  diverting  them 
from  habits  of  fober  induftry,  and  fubmiffion  to  the  laws, 
and  that  this  wife  and  patriotic  effort  had  its  full  effeCL 
With  equal  veracity  it  is  ftated  to  his  Majefty,  that  the 
commerce  of  that  diftriCl  has  been  annihilated  by  the  war 
and  by  the  mifcondud  of  Minifters ; how  does  the  fad 
bear  them  out  in  this  affertion  ? By  official  returns  from 
the  commiffioners  of  the  cuftoms  it  appears,  that  the  cuf- 
tom  of  the  port  of  Belfaft,  for  the  four  years  of  the  war 
compared  with  the  four  correfponding  years  prior  to  it, 
have  not  fallen,  on  an  average,  quite  feven  thoufand 
pounds  a year ; although  the  importation  of  foreign  fpirits 
has  almoft  wholly  ceafed,  and  although  it  is  perfeCHy 
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notorious,  that  fince  the  year  1791,  the  town  of  Belfaft 
has  been  a citadel  of  trealon,  a circumftance  not  much 
in  favour  of  its  credit  in  foreign  countries.  Perhaps 
the  Plight  Rev.  Prelate  will  tell  me  that  the  reprefentation 
to  his  Majefty  went  not  to  any  particular  diftrict,  but 
to  the  kingdom  at  large-,  here  again  I meet  him  with  of- 
ficial documents,  from  which  it  appears  that  on  a compa- 
rative view  of  the  trade  of  Ireland,  exports  and  imports, 
during  eight  years,  ended  at  Lady-day  1797,  there  is  an 
accruing  balance  in  her  favour  of  more  than  fix  millions 
five  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  pounds;  and  the  increafe 
of  her  tonnage  has  been  feventeen  thoufand  eight  hundred,** 
feventy-two  tons  in  the  fame  period.  This  is  the  country, 
whofe  trade  and  manufactures  the  Right  Rev.  Prelate  re- 
prefents  to  his  fovereign,  as  annihilated  by  the  war  and 
by  the  mifconduCt  of  minilters ! this  is  the  country  which 
he  reprefents  to  his  fovereign  as  finking  under  the  weight 
of  mifgovernment ! this  is  the  country  which  his  fovereign 
is  to  refcue  from  impending  ruin  only,  by  a radical  par- 
liamentary reform  ! But  what  will  that  Right  Reverend 
Prelate  fay  for  himfelf  in  having  joined  in  a reprefentation 
to  his  Majefty,  that  the  mojl  conjiitutional  and  loyal  means 
of  feeking  redrefs , have  been  oppofed  by  the  moft  uncon- 
ftitutional  and  illegal  coercions?  What  will  that  Right 
Rev.  Prelate,  a Bilhop  of  the  eftablilhed  Church,  fay  for 
himfelf,  in  having  thus  juftified  to  his  flock  an  organized 
fyftem  of  murder  and  robbery,  and  midnight  conflagration, 
as  the  moft  conftitutional  and  loyal  means  of  feeking  re- 
drefs, and  in  approaching  his  Sovereign  with  this  preme- 
ditated and  unblulhing  impofition  ? And  is  there  fal- 
vation  for  a country,  in  which  gentlemen  of  rank  and 
fortune,  headed  by  a Chriftian  Bilhop,  can  be  milled 
into  fuch  a£ls  of  criminal  folly  and  levity,  not  to  bellow 
upon  them  a harlher  epithet  ? About  the  fame  period  a 
fimilar  aCl  of  wifdom  was  committed  in  the  county  of 
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Kildare,  and  a fimilar  petition  was  hawked  about  that 
county  for  fignatures,  to  which  it  is  faid  the  name  of  a 
mendicant  cripple  is  affixed,  whofe  Ration  for  more  than 
twenty  years  has  been  on  the  high  way  at  half  a mile  dif- 
tance  from  Naas,  and  who  mud  be  familiar  to  every 
gentleman  that  has  travelled  on  the  fouthern  road ; and  I 
have  been  informed  by  unquellioned  authority,  that  a 
peer  of  the  realm  did  fpend  an  entire  day  in  the  little  town 
of  Leixlip  foliciting  fignatures  to  this  petition,  and 
that  his  canvafs  was  retarded  more  than  an  hour  by  a 
blackfmith,  who  refilled  the  importunities  pra&ifed  upon 
him  to  forfake  his  hammer  and  his  anvil,  and  to  addidt 
himfelf  to  the  politics  of  his  noble  preceptor.  What  v/as 
the  confequence  of  this  adt  of  criminal  folly  in  the  county 
of  Kildare  ? From  a Hate  of  perfect  tranquillity  and 
good  order,  it  became  almolt  immediately  a fcene  of 
general  tumult  and  outrage,  infomuch  that  the  refident 
gentlemen  were  compelled  to  feek  for  fafety  and  protec- 
tion by  maintaining  regular  military  garrifons  in  their 
houfes,  and  fortifying  every  part  of  them,  which  was 
open  to  aflault ; and  fuch  was  the  bafe  and  brutal  fpirit  of 
the  infurgents,  that  their  belt  benefadtors  were  marked 
for  deftrudlion.  Mr.  Conolly,  who  had  fpent  the  whole 
of  his  life  and  a princely  fortune  amongft  them,  who  was 
more  than  feconded  in  adls  of  unbounded  charity  and  be- 
nevolence by  that  excellent  woman,  who,  if  perfedtion 
be  the  lot  of  human  nature,  is  a model  of  it  ; who  has 
employed  the  whole  of  her  life  in  adminiftering  comfort 
to  the  poor  in  a diftridt  of  miles  around  her,  as  if  they 
were  members  of  her  family,  who  has  fed  the  hungry 
and  cloathed  the  naked,  and  healed  the  fick,  and  brought 
up  their  children  in  the  ways  of  religion  and  virtue,  and 
honell  induftry;  Mr.  Conolly  and  this  mod  excellent 
lady  were  marked  as  the  objects  of  plunder  and  deftruc- 
tion,  by  the  wretches  who  had  exifled  for  a courfe  of 

more 


( 49  ) 

more  than  thirty  years  by  their  bounty.  And  this  gentle- 
man and  his  lady,  who  have  thus  devoted  their  lives,  and 
a great  and  princely  fortune,  to  acts  of  unbounded  bene- 
ficence in  a circuit  of  miles  around  them,  are  at  this 
moment  indebted  for  perfonal  fafety  in  their  manfion- 
houfe,  to  the  prote&ion  of  a military  guard,  and  dare 
not  make  ufe  of  the  lower  apartments  in  it,  under  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  a midnight  falute  of  mufquetry.  And  the 
noble  Lord  may  reft  allured,  if  he  ihould  return  to  his 
country  refidence  in  Ireland,  he  may  meet  the  fate  from 
the  loyalifts  of  Ballinahinch  which  was  intended  for  3\lr. 
Conolly  by  gentlemen  of  the  fame  ftamp  at  Celbridge. 

Notwithftanding  the  patriotic  efforts  of  fome  worthy 
and  Reverend  gentlemen  in  the  county  of  Down  to  per- 
fuade  the  people  that  their  commerce  and  manufactures 
were  annihilated,  and  that  the  a£ts  of  outrage  and  rebel- 
lion into  which  they  were  feduced,  are  the  moft  loyal  and 
conftitutional  means  of  redrefs,  order  and  tranquillity 
were  reftored  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  Summer  in  a con- 
liderable  part  of  that  diftri£t ; a very  great  number  of 
deftrudtive  weapons  had  been  feized  and  fecured  in  the 
King’s  ftore's : In  the  county  of  Down  and  the  adjacent 
diftridt,  more  than  four  thoufand  pikes,  feveral  thoufands 
of  fire-arms,  two  fmall  pieces  of  cannon  and  a howitzer. 
And  in  another  diftridt,  a noble  Lord  who  fits  near  me, 
was  enabled  to  leize  twelve  hundred  pikes  and  two  pieces 
of  cannon,  fix-pounders.  The  people  were  returning  faft 
to  habits  of  induftry,  and  confidence  was  fo  far  reftored, 
that  juftice  had  in  fome  of  the  difturbed  counties  refumed 
its  courfe,  infomuch  that  feveral  perfons  were  capitally 
convicted  of  treafon  and  murder,  others  of  adminiftering 
unlawful  and  treafonable  oaths; — amongft  the  latter,  a man 
of  better  rank  in  fociety,  of  the  name  of  William  Orr. 
Inftantly  a new  revolutionary  engine  was  fet  at  work,  and 
the  adminiftration  of  juftice  was  fvftematically  libelled  in 
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all  its  departments ; a newfpaper  has  been  fet  up  in  the 
metropolis,  if  report  is  to  be  credited,  at  the  fuit  of  a 
young  gentleman  who  may  one  day  have  a feat  in  this 
Houfe,  fydematically  to  degrade  the  adminiftration  of 
juftice  ; and  this  Mr.  William  Orr  has  been  publicly  held 
out  as  a martyr,  and  a victim  facrificed  by  the  Executive 
Government  in  violation  of  criminal  juftice*,  and  a gentle- 
man, whom  I believe  the  people  of  England  have  the 
happinefs  to  behold  as  one  of  their  reprefentatives,  has 
with  equal  decency  and  vvifdom,  at  a late  drunken  tavern 
meeting  in  that  country,  given  by  way  of  fentimental 
toad,  t£  the  memory  of  William  Orr  who  was  bafely 
murdered  in  Ireland  *,”  and  his  neighbour,  not  to  be  out- 
done in  wifdom  and  difcretion  by  this  worthy  fenator,  an- 
nounced to  the  chairman  his  fentiment,  “ that  the  Irifh 
Cabinet  may  foon  take  the  place  of  Mr.  Orr !”  I have 
informed  myfelf  accurately  of  the  circumdances  which  at- 
tended this  unhappy  man’s  conviction,  which  I will  date, 
and  as  l date  them  in  the  hearing  of  the  noble  and  learn* 
ed  Lord  who  fat  upon  his  trial,  if  I Ihould  commit  any 
the  mod  trivial  midake,  I have  no  doubt  he  will  fet 
me  right.  He  was  indiCted  for  adminidering  an  un- 
lawful oath  to  two  foldiers  of  the  names  of  Wheatly 
and  Lindfay,  an  oath  certainly  intended  to  feduce  them 
from  their  duty ; what  led  to  the  difcovery  of  their  fe- 
duCtion  was,  the  feizure  of  fome  official  papers  at  London- 
derry, upon  a committee  of  United  Iriffimen,  in  which 
thefe  two  foldiers  were  returned  by  name  by  one  of  their 
correfponding  committees,  as  being  up,  which  is  the  cant 
phrafe  of  the  Brotherhood  to  defcribe  its  members:  thefe 
men  were  immediately  feized  by  their  officers,  an^  exa- 
mined feparately,  and  on  their  examination,  they  both 
agreed  in  the  detail  of  their  evidence  ; and  having  fworn 
informations  before  a Magidrate  againd  Mr.  Orr,  for  ad- 
minidering an  oath  of  fedudion  to  them,  he  was  arreded, 
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and  brought  to  trial.  On  bis  trial  both  the  foldiers  were 
examined,  and  proved  diftinCtly,  thatOrr  had  admihiftered 
the  oath  to  them  in  the  prefence  of  feveral  perfons,  whom 
they  named  ; and  after  a long  and  puzzling  crofs-exami- 
nation,  as  I am  informed,  nothing  appeared  which  could 
invalidate  their  teftimony.  An  attempt  was  made  by  the 
prifoner,  in  his  defence,  to  impeach  the  credit  of  one  of 
them,  I think  of  Wheatly,  in  which  he  failed  fo  com- 
pletely, that  the  learned  Lord  who  prefided  at  the  trial  could 
not  even  take  down  this  evidence  on  his  note-book  •,  but 
no  attempt  whatever  was  made  at  or  after  the  trial,  to  im- 
peach the  credit  or  to  invalidate  the  teftimony  of  Lindfay  j 
and  although  both  the  foldiers  named  feveral  perfons  who 
had  been  prefent  when  they  were  fworn  by  the  prifoner, 
not  one  of  them  was  produced  on  his  part  or  examined  in 
contradiction  of  the  foldiers.  On  this  evidence  the  jury 
found  him  guilty,  and  recommended  him  to  mercy ; the 
next  day  a motion  was  made  in  arreft  of  judgment ; and 
to  the  fcandal  and  difgrace  of  the  profeffion  to  which  I be- 
long, in  a partial  and  garbled  report  of  the  trial  of  this 
unhappy  man,  which  every  Lawyer  who  reads  it  miift  fee 
is  the  production  of  a Barrifter,  the  Public  are  given  to 
underftand  that  there  was  but  one  count  in  the  indict- 
ment to  which  the  objection  was  made  in  arreft  of  judg- 
ment ; and  the  Public  are  alfo  given  to  underftand 
that  this  unhappy  man  was  tried  and  conviCted  under 
an  expired  ftatute,  although  it  is  clear  as  any  point  could 
be,  that  the  original  ftatute  would  not  have  expired  till 
the  end  of  this  feffion  of  Parliament ; and  an  aCt  had 
palled  laft  year  for  explaining  and  amending  it,  which  is 
altogether  fupprefled;  and  although  there  were  three  counts 
in  the  indictment,  to  all  of  which  the  evidence  on  the 
trial  equally  applied,  and  two  of  them  were  unobjeCted  to 
by  the  prifoner’s  counfel,  yet  is  this  circumftance  alfo  fup- 
prdled  and  in  the  fame  garbled  and  mutilated  report, 
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an  affidavit  of  two  of  the  Jurors  is  printed,  that  whilkey 
was  introduced  into  the  jury-room,  and  that  they  were 
drunk  when  they  gave  their  verdiCt ; and,  to  the  fcandal 
and  difgrace  of  an  honourable  profeffion,  in  the  fame 
report,  one  of  the  prifoner’s  counfel  is  reprefented  as 
having  dated  this  affidavit  in  open  Court,  on  the  flimfy 
pretence  of  moving  the  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  for 
an  attachment  againd  thefe  Jurymen  upon  the  voluntary 
affidavit,  which  they  had  been  prevailed  upon  to  make, 
accufing  themfelves  of  having  given  their  verdiCt  in  a date 
of  intoxication ; and  in  the  fame  report  a voluntary  affi- 
davit of  a diiTenting  Clergyman,  taken  mod  improperly  by 
a Magidrate  after  Orr’s  conviction,  is  alfo  printed,  in 
which  he  dates  that  fome  time  fince  he  attended  Wheatly 
at  the  village  of  Rafharkin  on  a Tick  bed,  when  he  confef- 
fed  that  he  had  committed  a number  of  crimes,  and 
amongd  others  the  crime  of  perjury  ; and  in  the  fame  affi- 
davit he  defcribes  Wheatly  pretty  plainly  as  being  in  a 
date  of  mental  derangement  when  he  made  this  confeffion. 
On  the  return  of  the  learned  Lord  to  town  he  laid  the  re- 
commendation of  the  Jury  before  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
and  being  afked  by  his  Excellency  whether  he  had  a doubt 
on  his  mind  of  the  guilt  of  Mr.  Orr,  and  whether  he 
would  join  in  recommending  him  to  mercy,  the  learned 
Lord  declared  he  had  no  doubt  on  his  mind  of  the  guilt  of 
this  unhappy  man,  and  that  he  could  not  recommend  him 
to  mercy  confidently  with  his  duty.  His  Excellency,  not- 
withdanding  this  declaration  of  the  learned  Lord,  refpited 
Mr.  Orr,  to  give  time  for  enquiry,  whether  any  judifiable 
ground  could  be  laid  for  extending  mercy  to  him  ? and 
finding  that  nothing  could  be  fubdantiated  to  fhake  the 
judice  of  his  conviction,  the  unhappy  man  was  left  for 
execution.  The  affidavits  which  I have  dated  never  were 
laid  before  the  Lord  Lieutenant ; but  if  they  had,  is  there 
a man  with  a trace  of  the  principles  of  judice  in  his  mind, 
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who  will  fay  that  fuch  affidavits  ought  to  be  attended  to  t 
Is  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  a Judge  would  receive  a verdict: 
from  a Jury  in  a ftate  of  intoxication?  Or  was  it  ever 
heard  that  a Juryman  was  received,  by  voluntary  affidavit, 
to  impeach  a verdi£l  in  which  he  had  concurred  ? Will 
any  man  with  a trace  of  criminal  juftice  in  his  mind  fay, 
that  a voluntary  affidavit  of  a perfon  not  produced,  unexa- 
mined at  the  trial,  ought  to  be  received  after  convi£tion, 
to  impeach  the  credit  of  a witnefs  who  was  examined  and 
crofs-examined,  and  whofe  credit  flood  unimpeached  by 
legal  evidence  ? If  fuch  an  affidavit  were  to  lay  the  necef- 
fary  foundation  of  a pardon  after  convi£lion,  I will  venture 
to  fay  there  is  no  man  who  may  be  convi£led  hereafter  of 
any  crime,  however  atrocious,  that  will  not  be  able  to  ob- 
tain a fimilar  affidavit.  I wiffi  Magiftrates  to  know,  that 
in  taking  fuch  affidavits,  they  are  guilty  of  a grofs  breach 
of  duty  \ they  have  no  jurifdi£tion  or  authority  to  admini- 
fler  voluntary  oaths  or  to  take  voluntary  affidavits.  The 
perfon  who  takes  fuch  an  oath,  or  makes  fuch  an  affidavit, 
cannot  be  convi£led  of  perjury  if  he  fwears  falfely ; and,  f 
am  forry  to  fay,  that  it  is  no  uncommon  practice  in  Magif- 
trates to  fign  inftrumems  which  are  called  affidavits,  with- 
out obliging  the  perfons  who  fign  them  to  make  oath  as 
to  the  truth  of  their  contents.  If  a doubt  could  be  enter- 
tained upon  the  evidence  given  on  his  trial  of  the  guilt  of 
Mr.  Orr,  his  dying  declaration  feems  to  me  to  be  a plain 
confeffion  of  it ; he  is  made  to  declare  generally  that  the 
fokiiers  who  accufed  him  were  forfworn  but  for  this  ge- 
neral declaration  he  had  this  plain  fubterfuge, — that  he 
had  adminiflered  an  oath  to  them,  not  to  give  evidence 
againft  any  brother  of  the  Union.  He  feems  diftindlly  to 
avow  the  offence  of  which  he  was  convicted,  and  to  deny 
the  juftice  and  authority  of  the  ftatute  which  makes  it  a 
capital  crime.  The  fa£l  is,  that  this  unhappy  man  was  a 
principal  and  confidential  member  of  the  Brotherhood,  and 
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bis  execution  was  confidered  a fatal  blow  to  the  caufe  of 
treafon  ; and  therefore  it  is  that  all  this  outcry  has  been 
raifed,  in  the  hope  of  doing  away  the  effects  of  fuch  an  ex- 
ample, and  of  terrifying  Judges  from  difcharging  their  duty, 
and  the  executive  Government  from  prefuming  to  withhold 
pardon  from  any  leading  member  of  the  Brotherhood  who 
may  hereafter  be  convicted.  The  wretched  beings  of  the 
inferior  orders  whom  they  feduce,  are  configned  to  their 
fate  without  remorfe  or  murmur. 

Soon  after  the  execution  of  Mr.  Orr,  a molt  atrocious 
libel  was  publifhed  on  the  Judge  who  had  tried  him,  and 
on  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  for  fuffering  juflice 
to  take  its  courfe ; and  a wretched  printer  of  the  name  of 
Finerty,  who  had  been  put  forward  to  fwear  himfelf  the 
foie  proprietor  of  the  newfpaper  in  which  it  was  publifhed, 
was  tried  and  convicted,  and  fentenced  to  the  pillory  and 
imprifonment  on  an  indi£lment  for  the  publication  ; arid 
in  order  to  do  away  the  effedfs  of  this  example,  a new  ex- 
pedient was  devifed  : a libel  infinitely  more  flagrant  and 
mifchievous  was  immediately  circulated  in  pamphlets,  and 
newfpapers,  as  the  fpeech  of  one  of  his  Majefty’s  counfel, 
delivered  by  way  of  defence  for  the  printer  on  his  trial : I 
will  not  believe  that  an  honourable  profeffion  has  been  fcan- 
dalized  and  degraded,  by  the  delivery  of  fuch  a farrago  of 
falfehood  and  fedition  in  a court  of  juflice;  I will  not 
believe  that  any  gentleman  who  wears  the  gown  of  that 
honourable  profeffion,  could  be  found  to  infinuate  broadly 
to  the  jury,  who  were  to  give  a verdidl  on  the  trial  of  his 
client,  that  they  were  packed  and  garbled,  becaufe  the 
fheriff  by  whom  they  were  impannelled  derived  his  autho- 
rity from  the  crown  ; I will  not  believe  that  any  gentleman 
of  that  honourable  profeffion  would  venture  to  flute  dif- 
tincliy,  that  his  client  could  expedl  from  the  Judge  to 
whom  he  addreffed  himfelf,  at  bed,  but  a cold  and  inani- 
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mate  ftatement  of  fa&s,  and  the  law  arifing  from  them  ; 
thus  in  plain  terms  infinuating,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  the 
Brotherhood,  that  the  fources  of  criminal  juftice  are  poi- 
fonous  and  corrupted.  No,  in  their  rage  for  degrading  the 
adminiftration  of  juftice,  they  would  blaft  the  charaCter  of 
their  retained  advocate,  by  falfely  and  foully  reprefenting 
him  as  facrificing  his  miferable  client  to  the  caufe  of  fedi- 
tion  and  treafon,  and  by  imputing  a libel  to  him,  for  which 
the  author  ought  to  have  accompanied  Mr.  Finerty  on>  the 
pillory. 

I truft  the  noble  Lord  has  heard  enough  on  this  night  to 
open  his  eyes  with  refpe£t  to  the  ftate  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland.  But  if  any  thing  is  wanting  to  flafn  conviction 
on  his  mind,  of  the  difloyalty  and  treafon  of  the  Irifh 
Union,  let  him  look  to  what  is  now  palfing  in  the  fouthern 
and  midland  diftri&s.  During  all  the  difturbances  which 
prevailed  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  we  u^ere  in  a 
ftate  of  profound  tranquillity  and  contentment  there  •,  the 
farmers  had  already  tafled  the  fweets  of  fober  induftry ; 
agriculture  was  encreafing  moft  rapidly,  and  the  country 
wore  the  face  of  wealth  and  comfort  and  happinefs;  nay, 
more,  the  condition  of  the  lowed;  order  of  the  peafantry 
was  meliorated  in  a degree  that  I never  flattered  myfelf  I 
fhould  have  lived  to  witnefs ; we  never  heard  there  of  Par- 
liamentary Reform  or  Catholic  Emancipation  ; and  if  the 
noble  Lord  was  to  talk  of  either  to  a farmer  or  a peafant 
of  the  fouthern  or  wePcern  Province,  he  would  compre- 
hend him  as  little  as  he  would  underftand  the  quotation 
from Tully  which  his  Lordlhip  has  juft  now  made.  When 
the  enemy  appeared  on  the  coaft  in  the  laft  year,  a gene- 
ral fentiment  of  loyalty  prevailed  in  all  ranks  and  degrees 
of  the  people,  who  vied  with  each  other,  in  contributing 
to  defend  their  country  againft  the  invaders.  On  the 
report  of  general  Hoche,  at  his  return  to  France,  of  this 
unexpected  loyalty  in  the  people  of  Ireland,  the  ambaf- 
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factors  of  the  Iriih  Union  refident  at  Paris,  were  reproached 
with  having  impeded  upon  the  Dire&ory,  and  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  reproach,  inftrudlions  were  tranfmitted  to 
the  Irifti  Directory  to  organize  the  fouth  of  Ireland,  as  they 
had  organized  the  north ; and  accordingly  emiflaries  have 
been  employed  to  feduce  the  people  of  that  diftri£t  with  fo 
much  fuccefs,  that  there  has  been  a fudden  and  immediate 
tranfition  in  almoft  every  part  of  the  Province  of  Munlter, 
and  alfo  in  many  counties  in  Leinfter,  from  peace  and 
good  order  and  contentment,  to  general  tumult  and  out- 
rage, and  every  fpecies  of  cruelty  and  barbarifm.  Will 
the  noble  Lord  fay,  that  the  prefent  difturbed  ftate  of  the 
fouthern  diftri£t  is  to  be  imputed  to  the  fyftem  of  coercion, 
as  he  calls  it,  adled  upon  by  the  government  of  Ireland, 
and  encouraged  by  the  Britilh  Cabinet  ? Coercion,  as  he 
calls  it,  was  never  put  into  practice  there,  ’till  unhappily 
the  recent  feduction  of  the  giddy  and  deluded  people  of 
that  diftridl  compelled  the  magiftrates  and  refident  gentle- 
men to  fly  for  refuge  to  the  executive  government,  and  to 
call  for  the  execution  of  the  infurrection  atl  in  their  own 
defence.  But  I make  no  doubt  that  we  {hall  foon  be 
told  by  fome  of  the  noble  Lord’s  political  friends  in  Great 
Britain,  that  the  miferable  inhabitants  of  the  fouth  of 
Ireland  have  been  goaded  to  infurrection  by  the  fyftem  of 
coercion,  and  that  they  have  only  fought  for  Parliamentary 
Preform  and  Catholic  Emancipation  by  the  moft  loyal 
and  conftitutional  means  j and  certainly  this  ftory  may  be 
told  of  the  people  of  the  fouth,  with  the  fame  degree  of 
truth  with  which  it  has  been  propagated  of  the  injured  in- 
habitants of  the  north.  Let  me  now  make  a ferious  and 
folemn  appeal  to  the  noble  Lord ; let  me  call  upon  him  to 
ftate  diftin&ly  and  unequivocally,  whether  he  believes  there 
is  at  this  hour  an  organized  and  extended  fyftem  of  treafon 
rooted  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  ? If  he  anfvvers  that  he 
does  not  believe  it,  let  me  aik  him,  what  he  confiders  to  be 
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fymptoms  or  proofs  of  treafon  ? Does  he  confider  the  pro- 
ject of  levying  a revolutionary  army  a proof  of  treafon  ? 
Does  he  confider  the  fedu&ion  of  the  King’s  troops  a 
proof  of  treafon  ? Does  he  confider  a confpiracy  to  feize 
the  King’s  forts  and  arfenals  a proof  of  treafon  ? Such  a 
confpiracy  was  detected  within  the  lad  month  at  Athlone. 
Does  he  confider  the  formation  of  fecret  depots  of  arms 
and  ammunition  a proof  of  treafon  ? Does  he  confider  the 
concealment  of  cannon  a proof  of  treafon  ? Does  he  con- 
fider the  didribution  of  pikes  amongft  the  lowed  order  of 
the  people  a proof  of  treafon  ? Does  he  confider  the 
mydick  revolutionary  Government  of  the  Irifh  Union  a 
proof  of  treafon  ? Does  he  confider  a regular  correfpond* 
ence  carried  on  by  the  Executive  Directory  of  the  Union 
with  the  King’s  enemies  to  be  a proof  of  treafon  ? The 
fa£t  is  fo  notorious  that  I mud  fuppofe  the  noble  Lord  has 
heard  that  there  now  is  and  has  been  for  a confiderable 
,time  an  accredited  minider  plenipotentiary  of  the  Irifh 
Dire&ory  refident  at  Paris  ; a man  who  received  the  rudi- 
ments of  his  education  in  a feminary  of  Jefuits,  and  com- 
pleted it  in  the  office  of  an  Attorney  at  Law.  The  noble 
Lord  has,  I prefume,  alfo  heard  that  the  Irifh  Directory 
had  three  accredited  miniders  refident  at  Lifle  during  the 
late  negociation  for  peace,  to  counteract  the  King’s  minif- 
ter  Lord  Malmefbury.  I make  no  doubt  th,e  noble  Lord 
would  recognize  thefe  gentlemen  if  he  were  to  hear  their 
names,  as  they  are  all  natives  of  Belfad.  And  let  me  alk 
the  noble  Lord,  whether  he  has  come  exprefs  to  this  king- 
dom, ferioufly  to  recommend  to  us  to  oppofe  conciliation 
to  rebellion,  to  oppofe  cannon  and  pikes  with  conceffion 
and  fentiment  and  romance  and  fine  feeling  ? If  the  noble 
Lord  had  been  fo  oppofed  in  America,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  what  would  have  been  the  event  of  his  campaigns. 
But  if  the  noble  Lord  has  fo  much  confidence  in  concilia- 
tion, he  certainly  has  not  commenced  his  operations  with 
I judgment, 
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judgment,  he  fhould  have  fet  out  by  making  his  propofi- 
tion  to  the  Dire£lory  of  the  Union;  and  firft  let  me  afk 
him,  whether  he  knows  of  whom  the  Dire&ory  is  compof- 
ed  ? If  he  knows  them,  he  will  do  a very  fignal  fervice  to 
the  nation  by  aifclofing  their  names.  I fufpe£t  very  ftrongly 
that  the  noble  Lord  has  feen  and  communicated  with  fome 
of  them  fince  his  laft  arrival  in  Ireland  ; not  officially  as 
members  of  the  Directory,  for  I am  pretty  confident  they 
would  feel  the  fame  relu&ance  in  communicating  officially 
with  the  noble  Lord,  that  they  would  feel  in  communi- 
cating with  me  ; but  as  members  of  the  head  committee 
of  grievances  appointed  to  colledl  materials  for  this  long- 
expe£led  debate,  I am  apt  to  fufpedl  that  fome  of  the 
Dire£lory  may  have  tendered  their  fervices  to  the  noble 
Lord.  If  they  will  negociate  with  him,  he  will  find  the 
event  to  be,  that  we  (hail  be  defired  by  way  of  preliminary 
to  lay  down  our  arms,  and  reftore  to  the  Union  all  the 
arms  and  ammunition  which  we  have  taken  from  them,  to 
repeal  the  teft  laws  and  the  a 61  of  fupremacy,  and  to  give 
them  a Democratic  Houfe  of  Commons  upon  the  bafis  of 
general  fuflrage;  and  when  thefe  preliminaries  are  con- 
ceded, in  the  true  fpirit  of  their  brethren  of  France,  they 
will  tell  us  what  further  conceffions  they  may  have  to 
demand. 

I fear  I have  exhaufied  your  Lordffiips  patience,  and  I 
have  very  nearly  exhaufied  my  ftrength.  But  before  I fit 
down  I mu  ft  very  fhortly  advert  to  the  fyftem  of  concilia- 
tion which  the  noble  Lord  has  recommended.  And  firft 
to  the  fyftem  of  emancipation ; a phrafe  I muft  fay  of 
equal  wickednefs  and  folly  when  applied  to  any  clafs 
of  his  Majefty’s  fubje£ls  in  this  kingdom.  Does  the 
noble  Lord  know  that  the  whole  code  of  the  popery  laws 
enabled  fince  the  Revolution  has  been  repealed,  and  that 
there  is  not  at  this  hour  a fingle  difability  affedhing  a 
Papift  or  Roman  Catholic  fave  one,  and  that  is  a reftric- 
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tion  in  the  ufe  of  fire-arms  to  men  poflefled  of  a freehold 
of  the  yearly  value  of  ten  pounds,  or  of  a perfonal  eftate 
I think  of  three  hundred  pounds  in  value  ? a reftriClion, 
which  I fincerely  wifh  was  extended  to  all  his  Majefly's 
fubje&s  in  this  kingdom  without  diftin&ion  *,  and  there- 
fore when  the  noble  Lord  talks  of  emancipating  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland,  or  of  refloring  them  to  the  benefits  of  the 
conflitution,  he  does  not  fpeak  with  all  the  accuracy 
which  might  be  expeCted  of  him  ; I know  of  no  word 
more  frequently  of  ufe  than  the  Conflitution,  nor  of  any 
which  is  fo  often  abufed.  I will  (late  to  the  noble  Lord 
what  my  notions  are  of  the  Britifli  Conflitution  ; and  if  I 
am  miflaken  he  will  fet  me  right.  A Government  fprings 
from  it  which  affords  equal  prote&ion  to  all  his  Majefly’s 
fubjeCls  in  their  characters,  their  lives,  their  liberties  and 
their  property.  Will  the  noble  Lord  fay,  that  the  cha- 
racter, the  life,  the  liberty  and  the  property  of  a Roman 
Catholic,  have  not  the  fame  protection  from  the  law  in 
this  kingdom,  that  is  extended  to  every  other  member  of 
the  convnunity  ? 

I take  it  to  be  a vital  principle  of  the  conflitution,  that 
the  Church  and  State  are  intimately  and  infeparabiy  united, 
clinging  each  to  the  other  for  fupport ; and  therefore  it  is, 
that  every  fubjeCl  in  thefe  kingdoms  is  bound  by  laws 
coeval  with  the  conflitution  as  now  eflablifhed,  before  he 
can  be  admitted  to  the  exercife  of  any  efficient  power  ec- 
clefiaflical  or  civil  derived  under  it,  to  give  a folemn  and 
unequivocal  pledge  of  his  allegiance  to  the  eftablifhments 
in  Church  and  State  ; laws  which  bind  us  all  indifferently. 
And  therefore,  when  the  modern  cant  of  emancipation  is 
applied  to  the  tefl  laws,  it  feems  to  be  a diflinCl  avowal 
by  thofe  who  ufe  it,  that  this  branch  of  political  reform 
means  nothing  fliort  of  a revolution.  The  altar  is  the 
main  pillar  of  the  throne,  and  if  we  (hall  ever  be  fo  mad  as 
to  repeal  the  laws  made  to  guard  our  ecclefiaflical  efla- 
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blifhment,  we  (hall,  in  my  opinion,  at  the  fame  moment 
fhake  to  its  foundation  the  Britifh  monarchy.  Till  the 
cera  of  modern  illumination,  it  never  was  fuppofed  that  a 
limited  monarchy  could  exifl  without  teft  laws*,  it  was 
fuppofed  that  they  were  eftential  to  maintain  the  conftitu- 
tional  balance  between  the  different  powers  of  which  our 
Government  is  compofed,  to  prevent  the  Crown  from 
committing  the  judicial  and  minillerial  powers  of  the  State 
to  difaffeCted  perfons,  and  to  prevent  the  people  from 
committing  the  great  and  extenfive  powers  exercifed  by 
their  reprefentatives,  to  perfons  of  the  fame  defcription. 
The  founders  of  the  Irifli  Union  had  fagacity  to  fee  that 
the  firft  neceflary  ftep  in  their  plan  of  Revolution,  was 
to  abolifh  all  religious  diftinCtions  in  the  State ; and  it 
baffles  all  human  calculation  to  difcover  any  found  prin- 
ciple upon  which  we  have  heretofore  aCted,  in  outftrip- 
ping  them  in  advances  to  the  attainment  of  this  their 
favourite  objeCL  When  the  noble  Lord  adopts  the 
modern  fyftem  of  Emancipation,  1 wifh  he  would  bring 
the  fubjeCl  forward  diftin&ly,  and  let  us  view  it  in  all  its 
bearings:  I fhould  thank  him  to  bring  forward  a detailed 
and  practicable  plan  of  rational  Government,  under  his 
propofed  fyftem  of  emancipation  *,  that  he  would  firft 
iliew  us  the  practicability  of  repealing  the  aCt  of  fupre- 
macyj  an  aCt  which  annexes  the  ecclefiaftical  jurifdiCtion 
in  Ireland  to  the  imperial  crown  of  England : I fhould 
thank  him  to  explain  how  the  repeal  of  this  act  is  practi- 
cable, without  the  authority  of  a Britifh  ftatute,  autho- 
rizing the  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  in  England  to  affix  it 
to  an  aCt,  for  making  partition  of  this  jurifdiCtion  in 
Ireland  with  hisHoiinefs  the  Pope  ; and  if  the  two  Houfes 
of  Parliament  in  Great  Britain  fhall  pafs  fuch  an  aCt,  I 
fliall  thank  the  noble  Lord  for  his  folution  of  another  dif- 
ficulty, and.  that  is,  in  what  manner  his  Majefty  can  be 
enabled  to  affent  to  an  aCt  giving  fuch  an  authority  to  the 
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Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal,  or  to  an  a repealing  the  act 
of  fupremacy,  confidently  with  the  ftatute  limiting  the 
Crown  to  the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  or  with  the  coronation 
oath  ? and  above  all,  I fhall  thank  the  noble  Lord,  if  his 
plan  of  emancipation  {hould  take  place,  to  explain  his  nof- 
trum  for  maintaining  a Proteftant  Church  by  a Popifh 
State,  and  to  explain  his  new  fyftem  of  ecclefiaftical  juris- 
prudence, to  be  adminiftered  by  judges  who  deny  the 
Source  of  all  exifting  ecclefiaftical  authority  in  thefe  king- 
doms. If  there  ever  was  a fubjedf,  which  ought  to  be 
treated  with  an  anxious  and  trembling  caution,  it  is  this 
fubjedt  of  Catholic  claim  and  demand  of  exemption  from 
the  teft  laws  and  a£t  of  fupremacy.  But  caution  and  fober 
deliberation  have  been  contemptuoufly  declaimed  ; the 
people  have  been  told  from  high  popular  authority,  that 
they  fhould  by  no  means  forego  the  opportunity  of  the  war 
in  urging  their  claims ; that  they  fhould  inftantly  embrace, 
and  greatly  emancipate  ; and  that  they  muft  extinguish  all 
members  of  the  community  who  are  ftartled  by  this  mag- 
nificent projedf,  or  they  will  be  extinguifhed  by  them.  I 
might  perhaps  be  excufed  for  Speaking  with  Some  degree 
of  warmth  on  this  fubjedt,  for  I was  within  a hair’s  breadth 
of  being  extinguifhed,  immediately  after  this  fublime  lefion 
of  great  emancipation  and  general  extinguishment  was 
promulgated. 

Upon  the  fubjedf  of  emancipation,  wull  the  noble  Lord 
allow  me  to  make  a very  earned  requeft  to  him  ? and  if 
he  will  indulge  me  in  it,  I fhall  really  acknowledge  myfelf 
deeply  indebted  to  him  : will  the  noble  Lord  have  the  good- 
nefs  on  his  return  to  Great  Britain,  to  oblige  me,  by  pro- 
pofing  a repeal  of  the  teft  laws  and  the  adt  of  fupremacy, 
in  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Lords  ? I am  pretty  confident  the 
noble  Lord  will  not  grant  me  this  requeft  : and  he  will 
not  grant  it,  becaufe  he  knows,  that  if  he  were  to  make 
Such  a propofition  there,  he  would  Soon  learn,  that  it  is 
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treafon  to  the  Brltifh  Conftitution.  He  would  there  be 
taught  to  know  that  the  Houfe  of  Stewart  was  expelled  the 
Britifh  throne  for  a fimilar  attempt ; and  that  any  man  who 
fiiould  dare  to  propofe  fuch  a repeal  in  the  Britifh  Parlia- 
ment, did,  by  the  propofition,  condemn  the  title  of  theilluf- 
trious  houfe  of  our  Monarch  to  the  Britifh  throne.  If  the 
noble  Lord  were  to  talk  of  repealing  the  tefl  laws,  and  the 
a£l  of  fupremacy  in  Great  Britain,  by  way  of  conciliation, 
he  would  be  told,  that  he  retailed  the  fulfome  cant  of 
James’s  memorable  declaration  for  liberty  of  confcience  : 
and  I with  the  noble  Lord  to  read  that  famous  proclama- 
tion, in  which  he  will  find  the  ftaje  and  flimfy  pretext  of 
conciliating  and  uniting  men  of  all  religious  perfuafions, 
in  the  fupport  of  Government  and  the  Conftitution,  held 
out  to  the  people  of  England  by  that  deluded  bigot,  to 
reconcile  them  to  the  introduction  of  Papifts  into  both 
Iioufes  of  Parliament,  and  into  the  efficient  offices  of  the 
ftate,  civil  and  military. 

Upon  the  fecond  head  of  the  noble  Lord’s  conciliatory 
project,  I fhall  fay  but  little  ; the  opinions  of  the  noble 
Lord  upon  this  fubjeCt  feem  to  have  received  a very  Bid- 
den twift  fince  his  laft  arrival  in  Ireland.  The  noble  Lord 
has  ftated  this  night,  that  his  opinion  recently  and  publicly 
delivered  upon  this  fubject,  was  confined  altogether  to  Par- 
liamentary Reform,  in  Great  Britain  ; I muft  therefore 
conclude,  that  fuch  was  the  noble  Lord’s  refervation  when 
he  delivered  that  opinion,  although  it  was  delivered  with- 
out refervation  or  qualification,  in  a debate  introduced  by 
him  exclufively  on  the  fubjeCI  of  Ireland.  But  as  the 
noble  Lord  ftill  avows  his  difapprobation  of  Parliamentary 
Reform  in  Great  Britain,  as  a meafure  at  beft  doubtful  in 
point  of  advantage,  and  imminently  hazardous  in  the  pro- 
bable confequences,  let  me  now  put  it  to  him,  how  infi- 
nitely more  hazardous  and  critical  will  be  the  experiment 
in  this  kingdom  ? If  the  noble  Lord  will  look  to  the  poli- 
tical 
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tical  fituation  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  connected 
under  one  common  Sovereign,  each  country  governed  by 
a Parliament  perfectly  diftinCt  from  and  independent  of 
the  other,  the  imperial  fyftem  for  both  kingdoms  will  ap- 
pear to  be  the  moil  critical  and  complicated  that  has  ever 
lubfifted  in  Europe  : to  a common  obferver  it  would  ap- 
pear to  be  utterly  impracticable : however,  experience  has 
proved,  that  in  the  midft  of  popular  turbulence,  and  in  the 
convuffion  of  rancorous  and  violent  party  contefts,  the 
Irifh  Parliament,  as  it  is  now  conflituted^  is  fully  compe- 
tent to  all  practical  and  beneficial  purpofes  of  government ; 
that  it  is  fully  competent  to  proteCt  this,  which  is  the 
weaker  country,  againft  encroachment,  and  to  fave  the 
empire  from  difiolution,  by  maintaining  the  conftitutional 
connection  of  Ireland  with  the  Britifh  crown.  And, 
therefore,  if  the  noble  Lord  feels  the  imminent  hazard  of 
innovation  in  the  conftitution  of  Great  Britain,  how  much 
more  cautious  ought  he  to  be  of  making  experiments  in 
Ireland,  more  particularly  when  they  have  been  firfl  devifed 
for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  deftroying  the  fubtile  and  attrac- 
tive principles  of  adhefion,  which  have  heretofore  pre- 
ferved  the  empire  from  difiolution.  But  let  me  fuppofe 
for  a moment  that  the  noble  Lord’s  conciliatory  fyftem 
was  free  from  difficulty  or  objection,  will  he,  as  a ftatef- 
man,  ferioufly  recommend  to  the  Irifh  Parliament  to  yield 
to  rebellion  the  claimed  redrefs  of  fpeculative  political 
grievances  ? Will  the  noble  Lord,  as  a ftatefman,  recom- 
mend to  us  as  a meafure  of  found  policy,  to  repeal  our  tefl 
laws  and  aCt  of  fupremacy,  and  to  reform  the  other  Houfe 
of  Parliament,  in  the  hope,  by  fuch  an  aCt  of  conciliation 
and  conceffion,  to  put  down  a determined  rebellion?  If 
we  are  to  make  fuch  a precedent  for  the  encouragement  of 
rebellion,  I beg  of  the  noble  Lord  to  fay,  where  we  are  to 
draw  the  line  ? and  if  he  wall  not  fubfcribe  to  my  opinion 
on  this  fubject,  I beg  to  refer  him  to  a Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tle man 
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tleman  in  another  country  of  the  fird  ability  as  a flatefman, 
who,  in  the  year  1783,  did  molt  emphatically  declare  his 
opinion  as  a Cabinet-minider,  that  the  exiftence  of  legiti- 
mate government  in  Ireland  depended  on  the  difperfion  of 
a military  convention,  then  aflembled  for  the  reform  of 
Parliament,  and  on  the  indignant  reje£tion  of  any  propo- 
rtion which  they  might  prefume  to  make  upon  the  fubje£t. 
In  that  convention  I will  venture  to  fay  there  was  not  a 
fmgle  rebel ; there  was  not  a member  of  ic  who  would  not 
willingly  have  fhed  his  blood  in  the  defence  of  his  Sove- 
reign and  of  the  conditution.  But  I did  then  agree  with 
that  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  that  there  mud  be  an  end  of 
all  legitimate  government,  if  political  claims  are  to  be  ad- 
vanced at  the  point  of  the  bayonet ; and  if  I did  at  that 
period  refufe  to  liden  to  a proportion  for  parliamentary 
reform,  made  to  the  Houfeof  Commons  by  a military  con- 
vention, compofed  of  very  worthy  gentlemen,  who  had  been 
giddily  betrayed  into  fuch  an  a£l  of  indifcretjon,  I will  not 
now  liden  to  much  more  extravagant  claims  prefled  upon 
me  under  the  terror  of  impending  rebellion.  If  the  con- 
ciliatory fydem  recommended  by  the  noble  Lord  is  to  be 
debated  on  its  intrinfic  merits,  let  me  advife  him  to  apply 
to  the  Dire£lory  of  the  Irifh  Union  in  the  fird  indance  ; 
let  the  Directory  withdraw  their  minider  plenipotentiary 
from  Paris  ; let  them  diflolve  their  revolutionary  Govern- 
ment at  home  ; let  them  deliver  up  their  cannon  and  pikes 
which  have  heretofore  efcaped  the  vigilance  of  civil  and 
military  officers  j let  them  withdraw  their  emiflaries  who 
have  been  fent  forth  to  feduce  the  people  from  their 
allegiance,  and  abfolve  them  from  the  treafonable  engage- 
ments into  which  they  have  been  feduced ; and  let  them 
then  fubmit  their  claims  and  their  grievances  to  calm  dif- 
cuffion  by  the  Legiflature. 

I will  once  more  appeal  to  the  noble  Lord,  and  call 
upon  him  to  wave  all  vague  and  general  aflertions;  and 


( 6;  ) 

to  ftate  diftin£lly  the  grievance,  if  it  exifts,  of  which  the 
people  of  Ireland  can  with  juftice  complain  againft  the 
Britifh  Government,  the  Britifh  Parliament,  or  the  Britifh 
Nation  ; or  againft  the  Government  or  Parliament  of  their 
own  country.  In  1779  they  demanded  a free  trade,  and 
it  was  granted  to  them.  In  1782  they  were  called  upon 
to  ftate  the  meafure  of  their  grievances,  and  the  redrefs 
which  they  demanded  ; and  redrefs  was  granted  to  the 
full  extent  of  their  demands.  In  1783  they  were  diflatif- 
fied  with  the  redrefs  which  they  had  pointed  out,  and  ac- 
knowledged to  be  complete  and  fatisfa&ory,  and  it  was 
extended  to  the  terms  of  their  new  demand.  In  1785  they 
demanded  a commercial  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  and 
fhe  made  them  a fair  and  liberal  offer,  which  they  were 
pleafed  to  rejeft  with  childifh  folly.  In  1789  they  de- 
manded a place  bill,  a penfion  bill,  and  a refponfibility 
bill,  as  neceflary  to  fecure  the  Conftitution  eftablifhed  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  1688,  and  renewed  in  Ire- 
land in  1782,  which  they  pledged  themfelves  to  fupport 
to  the  laft  drop  of  their  blood.  They  had  their  place  bill, 
and  their  penfion  bill,  and  their  refponfibility  bill,  and 
much  more  than  they  had  ever  demanded  upon  that  fcore  ; 
for  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  furrender  his  hereditary  re- 
venue, and  to  accept  a civil  eftablifhment  for  his  life,  by 
which  Parliament  was  enabled  to  make  a general  appro- 
priation of  the  revenues,  and  to  limit  the  Crown  in  grant- 
ing penfions;  and  his  Majefty  was  alfo  pleafed  to  put  the 
office  of  Lord  Treafurer  into  commiflion  ; and  by  thefe 
regulations  they  obtained  the  fame  fecurity  for  the  Confti- 
tution as  eftabliftied  at  the  Revolution  in  1688,  which 
the  people  of  Great  Britain  enjoy  ; and  at  the  time  when 
this  fecurity  was  given  to  them,  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  repealed  and  explained  the  Britifh  navigation  laws, 
by  which  we  were  prohibited  from  exporting  the  produce 
of  the  Britifh  colonies  and  plantations  from  this  country 
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to  Great  Britain  *,  a boon  of  all  others  the  mod  eflential  to 
our  foreign  trade,  for  by  it  we  have  the  certain  iflue  of 
the  Britifh  market  for  any  furplus  of  plantation  goods 
imported  into  Ireland  above  our  own  confumption.  About 
the  fame  period  every  difability  which  had  affeXed  Irifii 
Papifts  was  removed,  fave  a reftriXion  in  the  ufe-of  fire- 
arms, which  extends  only  to  the  lowefl  order  of  the  peo- 
ple ; and  fober  and  thinking  men  might  reafonably  have 
hoped  that  the  flock  of  grievances  was  exhaufled,  and 
that  they  might  have  been  allowed  fome  fhort  refpite  from 
popular  ferment.:  In  this  expectation  however  we  have 
been  deceived,  and  w'hen  every  other  topic  of  difcontent 
had  failed,  the  government  and  conflitution,  as  eftablifhed 
at  the  Revolution,  has  been  difcovered  by  the  gentlemen 
who  pledged  themfelves  in  1789  to  defend  and  maintain  it 
to  the  lafl  drop  of  their  blood,  to  be  a flavifh  monopoly, 
inconfiflent  with  the  civil  and  religious  liberties  of  the 
people.  And  is  the  noble  Lord  fo  credulous  in  this  in- 
llance  as  to  fuppofe  that  if  this  new  projeX  fhould  fuc- 
ceed,  and  the  flavifh  monopoly  of  the  Revolution  was 
abolifhed,  the  account  of  grievances  would  be  clofed  ? — 
Uno  avulfo  non  deficit  alter , isf  fmili  frondcfcit  virga 
meta'llo. 

If  the  noble  Lord  wifhes  to  know  the  genuine  fource  of 
oftenfible  Irifh  grievances,  he  will  be  enabled  to  trace  it 
to  fome  of  his  political  friends  and  connexions  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  The  genuine  fource  of  Irifh  com- 
plaint againft  the  Britifh  government  is,  that  they  will 
not  fecond  the  ambitious  views  of  fome  gentlemen  who 
claim  an  exclufive  right  to  guide  the  public  mind,  and  to 
monopolize  to  themfelves  and  their  dependants  the  power 
and  patronage  of  the  Crown.  The  genuine  caufe  of 
complaint  againft  the  Britifh  Cabinet  is,  that  they  will 
not  fuffer  thefe  gentlemen  to  ereX  an  ariftocratic  power 
in  Ireland  which  fhall  enable  them  to  diXate  to  the 
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Crown  and  the  People  ; which  (hall  enable  them  to  direct 
and  controul  the  adminiftration  of  Great  Britain,  by 
making  the  government  of  this  country  impracticable  by 
any  but  their  political  friends  and  allies.  Upon  what  juft 
grounds  thefe  arrogant  pretenfions  are  advanced,  I have 
not  as  yet  been  enabled  to  difcover.  I am  willing  to  give 
the  noble  Lord  full  credit  for  the  fincerity  of  his  profef- 
fions,  and  to  believe  that  his  objeX  is  to  tranquillize  this 
giddy  and  diftraXed  country ; and  therefore  I will  take 
the  liberty  moft  earneftly  to  advife  him  not  to  renew  the 
ftrange  exaggerated  ftatements  which  he  has  been  in  the 
habit  of  making  on  Irifli  affairs  in  the  Britifh  Houfe  of 
Lords,  where  they  can  have  no  other  effeX  than  mifchief. 
Let  me  advife  him  alfo  moft  earneftly  to  exert  the  influ- 
ence which  his  high  name  and  character  muft  give  him 
with  his  political  connexions  in  Great  Britain,  to  induce 
them  to  confine  their  political  warfare  to  the  theatre  of 
their  own  country,  and  to  ceafe  to  dabble  in  dirty  Irifli 
faXion.  It  is  one  great  misfortune  of  this  country  that 
the  people  of  England  know  lefs  of  it,  than  they  know 
perhaps  of  any  other  nation  in  Europe.  Their  im- 
preflions  I do  verily  believe  to  be  received  from  newf- 
papers,  publifhed  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  deceiving  them. 
There  is  not  fo  volatile  nor  fo  credulous  a nation  in  Eu- 
rope as  the  Irifli-,  the  people  are  naturally  well  difpofed, 
but  are  more  open  to  feduXion  than  any  man  would 
credit,  who  had  not  lived  amongft  them.  If  I am  to  fpeak 
without  difguife,  civilization  has  not  made  any  con- 
fiderable  progrefs  amongft  us,  and  therefore  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland  is,  of  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  the  moft  danger- 
ous to  tamper  with,  or  to  make  experiments  upon.  Her 
prefent  difturbed  and  diftraXed  date  has  certainly  been  the 
confequence  of  a feries  of  experiments  praXifed  upon  her 
for  a courfe  of  years.  If  the  gentlemen  of  Ireland  who 
have  a permanent  intereft  in  the  fafety  of  the  State,  could 

be 


( 68  ) 


be  prevailed  upon  to  adjourn  their  political  quarrels  and 
refentments  to  a period  when  they  might  be  renewed, 
without  endangering  every  thing  which  is  worth  preferv- 
ing  in  fociety,  and  to  unite  againd  the  common  enemy,  I 
fhould  feel  no  manner  of  apprehenfion  for  the  event  of 
the  conteft  in  which  we  are  engaged,  with  foreign 
and  domedic  enemies.  But  whild  we  are  divided,  and 
men  of  rank  and  character  are  found  ready  to  hazard  every 
thing  for  the  poffible  fuccefs  of  little  paltry  perfonal  obje&s, 
the  crifis  becomes  awful  indeed.  If  Ireland  is  to  be  tran- 
quillized, the  fird  dep  towards  it  mud  be,  to  cruffi  rebel- 
lion. No  lenity  will  appeafe  the  fa£fious  rancour  of 
modern  Irifh  reformers,  nor  will  any  meafure  of  concilia- 
tion fatisfy  them  fnort  of  a pure  democracy,  eltablifhed  by 
the  influence,  and  guaranteed  by  the  power  ©f  the  French 
Republic. 


LORD  MOIRA  having  in  his  reply  Bated,  that  he  did 
not  wonder  the  people  of  Ireland  ffiould  wiffi  for  Parliamen- 
tary Reform,  when  an  official  declaration  had  been  made 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  half  a million  mull  be  ex- 
pended to  put  down  the  oppofition  ; the  CHANCELLOR, 
in  anfwer  to  this  obfervation,  thanked  his  Lordffiip  for 
having  afforded  him  an  opportunity  of  publicly  refuting 
a calumny  which  had  been  propagated  with  uncommon  in- 
dudry.  The  Chancellor  dated,  that  in  the  feffion  of  x 7 89, 
during  the  indifpofition  of  his  Majefty,  when  a debate 
arofe  upon  a vote  of  cenfure  moved  againd  Lord  Bucking- 
ham, becaufe  he  declined  to  tranfmit  an  Addrefs  to  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  an  obfervation  was 
made  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  fome  other  gentleman, 
that  a cenfure  had  fome  years  before  been  voted  againd 
Lord  Townfliend,  and  that  in  the  fame  Parliament,  a 
flattering  Addrefs  had  been  alfo  voted  to  him.  The 
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Chancellor  faid,  that  in  adverting  to  this  obfervation  in 
the  courfe  of  the  debate,  he  dated  fimply,  that  he  had  heard 
that  Addrefs,  in  all  its  confequences,  cod  the  Iridi  nation 
half  a million  ; and  the  dory  which  has  been  built  on  this 
naked  obfervation,  on  a datement  made  in  debate  by 
another  gentleman,  is,  that  he  had,  in  defending  new  of- 
fices created  by  Lord  Buckingham,  judified  the  expendi- 
ture of  half  a million  in  putting  down  the  oppofition  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons : he  faid,  he  was  not  furprifed  that 
Lord  Moira  had  been  impofed  upon  by  this  impudent  falfe- 
hood ; but  that  two  plain  fa£ts  were  fudicient  for  its  detec- 
tion : one  is,  that  the  new  offices  complained  of,  were  not 
created  until  after  he  [the  Chancellor]  had  ceafed  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ; and  the  fubjedl  never 
was  debated  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  The  other  facl  he 
dated  to  be,  that  when  he  made  the  obfervation,  he  voted 
in  a fmall  and  virtuous  minority  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, when,  fo  far  from  his  fpeaking  officially,  it  was  ge- 
nerally underdood,  that  he  was  to  go  out  of  office  on  the 
change  of  Adminidration,  which  was  expelled  immedi- 
ately to  take  place,  fo  much  fo,  that  his  fucceffior  was  pub- 
licly named.  As  to  the  tranfa&ions  in  Lord  Townfhend’s 
time,  he  could  have  fpoken  of  them  merely  from  report, 
as,  at  the  time  they  took  place,  he  was  at  the  Univerfity 
of  Oxford. 
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Containing  Original  Papers , referred  to  in  the 
foregoing  Speech . 


Die  Jovis,  y°  Martii,  17930. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  from  the  Lords’  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  diforders  and  diflur- 
bances  which  prevail  in  feveral  parts  of  this  kingdom,  to 
endeavour  to  difcover  the  promoters  of  them,  to  prevent  their 
cxtenfion,  and  to  report  the  refult  of  their  enquiries  to  the 
Houfe,  made  the  following  Report ; viz , 

My  Lords  ! 

THE  Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the 
diforders  and  difturbances  which  prevail  in  feveral  parts  of  this 
kingdom,  to  endeavour  to  difcover  the  promoters  of  them,  to 
prevent  their  extenfion,  and  to  report  the  refult  of  their  enquiries 
to  the  Houfe,  have  examined  into  the  matters  to  them  referred 
as  far  as  the  time  would  permit ; but  apprehending  that  delay  may 
be  attended  with  danger  in  the  prefent  circumflances  of  the  times, 
they  think  it  their  duty  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  immediately  fuch 
information  as  they  conceive  to  be  material  for  the  prefent,  which 
is  as  follows : 

The  people  at  this  time  called  Defenders,  are  very  different 
from  thofe  who  originally  affirmed  that  appellation,  and  are  all, 
as  far  as  the  Committee  could  difcover,  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
perfuafion  ; in  general,  poor,  ignorant,  labouring  men,  fworn  to 
fecrecy,  and  impreffed  with  an  opinion  that  they  are  affifling  the 
Catholic  caufe  ; in  other  refpe&s  they  do  not  appear  to  have  any 
diftindt  particular  objedf  in  view,  but  they  talk  of  being  relieved 
from  hearth  money,  tithes,  county  ceffes,  and  of  lowering  their 
rents.  They  firfl  appeared  in  the  county  of  Louth , in  confidera- 
ble  bodies  in  ^tpril  laft,  feveral  of  them  were  armed,  they  affem- 
bled  moflly  in  the  night,  and  forced  into  the  houfes  of  Protef- 
tants,  and  took  from  them  their  arms.  The  diforders  foon  fpread 
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through  the  counties  of  Meath , Cavan,  Monaghan , and  other 
parts  adjacent  ; at  firft  they  took  nothing  but  arms,  but  after- 
wards they  plundered  the  hnufes  of  every  thing  they  could  find. 
Their  meafures  appear  to  have  been  concerted  and  conduced 
with  the  utmoft  fecrecy,  and  a degree  of  regularity  and  fyftem, 
not  ufual  in  people  in  fuch  mean  condition,  and  as  if  diredled  by 
men  of  a fuperior  rank.  Sums  of  money,  to  a conliderable  amount, 
have  been  levied  and  {till  continue  to  be  levied  upon  the  Roman 
Catholics  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  by  fubferiptions  and  col- 
lections at  their  Chapels  and  elfewhere  ; fome  of  which  levies  have 
been  made,  and  (till  continue  to  be  made  under  the  authority  of 
a printed  circular  letter  which  has  been  fent  into  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom ; a copy  of  which  letter  we  think  it  our  duty  to  infert 
herein. 

“ Sir, 

“ By  an  order  of  the  Sub-Committee,  dated  the  fifteenth  of 
“ 'January , I had  the  honour  to  forward  you  a plan  for  a general 
<c  fubfeription,  which  had  for  its  objeCt  the  railing  a fund  for  de- 
ts  fraying  the  heavy  and  growing  expences  incurred  by  the  Ge- 
**  neral  Committee,  in  conducing  the  affairs  of  the  Catholics  of 
“ Ireland ; as  feveral  miftakes  have  occurred  in  the  tranfmifiion 
“ of  thefe  letters,  owing  to  my  ignorance  of  the  addrefs  of  many 
“ of  the  delegates,  I am  diredled  to  inform  you,  that  fuch  a 
(i  plan  is  now  in  forwardnefs  throughout  thc^kingdom.  A mea- 
ct  fure  fo  ftrongly  enforced  by  necefiity,  and  fo  confonant  to  juf- 
44  tice,  cannot  fail  to  attract  your  very  ferious  attention,  the  Com- 
“ mittee  having  the  moll  perfect  reliance  on  your  zeal,  are  therc- 
“ fore  confident  that  you  will  ufe  your  bed  exertions  to  carry 
i(  this  neceffary  bufinefs  into  full  effedt, 

“ Dublin , February  5th,  1793. 

Signed  by  the 

Secretary  of  the  Sub-Committee. 

iC  P.  S.  It  is  hoped  that  you  will  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
“ this  letter.  Hating  at  the  fame  time  whatever  progrefs  has  been 
“ made  in  your  diftriCt.” 

Several  feditious  and  inflammatory  papers  publilhed  in  Dublin, 
and  difperfed  through  the  country,  feem  to  have  countenanced 
and  encouraged  the  Defenders  in  their  proceedings ; and  it  ap- 
pears that  letters  were  written  by  a member  of  the  committee  of 
the  Roman  Catholics  at  Dublin, previous  to  the  laft  Summer  afiizes, 
to  a perfon  refident  at  Dundalk , in  one  of  which  the  faid  perfon 
in  the  name  of  the  faid  Roman  Catholic  Committee,  directed  en- 
quiries to  be  made,  touching  the  offences  of  which  the  Defenders 
then  in  com:nement  were  accufed,  which  enquiries  will  be  bell 
explained  by  inserting  the  faid  letter  in  the  words  following  : . 

\ “ Dear 
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“ Dear  Sir,  Dublin,  9th  Augujl,  1792. 

“ I received  this  day  your  favour  of  the  8th  inftant,  enclofing 
“ the  different  papers  refpefting  the  bufmefs  1 wrote  you.  It  is 
“ with  much  regret  that  1 am  obliged  to  reply,  that  from  the 
“ want  of  information  on  the  fubjeft  matter  of  the  indiftments, 
*'  no  precife  opinion  can  be  formed  whether  the  alledged  offence 
“ is  or  is  not  bailable  ; the  Committee  are  confequently  in  the 
il  dark  as  to  the  meafures  that  fhould  be  adopted,  nor  can  your 
11  exertions  accelerate  (as  it  feems)  that  period  until  the  afiizes, 
“ when  you  w ll  be  able  to  obtain  office  copies  of  the  examina- 
i(  tions.  Mr.  Nugent’s  brother  left  town  this  day  truly  difeon- 
“ folate,  in  not  being  able  to  effect  fomething  towards  the  libe- 
(t  ration  of  his  kinfman  ; he  however  did  his  beft  in  the  affair. 

“ I am,  dear  Sir, 

“ Your  obedient  Servant, 

fi  John  Sweet  man .” 

“ P.  S.  If  any  new  occurrence  fliould  happen,  be  good 
**  enough  to  inform  me  of  it.” 

And  it  does  appear  that  the  faid  perfon  to  whom  the  faid  letter 
was  addreffed  at  Dundalk , did  employ,  at  a confiderable  expence, 
an  agent  and  counfel  to  aft  for  feveral  perfons  who  were  accufed 
of  being  Defenders,  and  were  indifted  for  offences  committed  by 
them  in  the  county  of  Louth  ; one  of  which  offenders  appears  to 
be  particularly  named  in  the  above  letter.  But  the  committee 
think  it  their  duty  to  Hate,  that  nothing  appeared  before  them 
which  could  lead  them  to  believe,  that  the  body  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  in  this  kingdom  were  concerned  in  promoting  or  coun- 
tenancing fuch  diftutbances,  or  that  they  were  privy  to  this  ap- 
plication of  any  part  of  the  money  which  had  been  levied 
upon  them  ; however  fufpicious  the  conduft  of  ill-difpofed  indi- 
viduals of  their  perfuafions,  refident  in  Dullin , may  have  been. 
If  all  the  magiftrates  in  the  difturbed  counties  had  followed  the 
fpirited  example  of  the  few,  who,  much  to  their  honour,  exerted 
themfelves  with  vigour  and  courage  to  fupport  the  laws  ; the 
committee  are  perfuaded  that  thefe  difturbances  might  have  been 
fuppreffed  : but  inftead  of  doing  fo,  much  the  greater  part  of 
them  remained  inaftive.  The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
beft  means  of  reftoring  permanent  tranquillity  in  the  difturbed 
counties,  would  be  to  procure  a fufficient  number  of  aftive,  re- 
folute  and  Heady  magiftrates  therein,  who  would  exert  themfelves 
to  maintain  the  public  peace,  and  to  cut  off  from  thele  deluded 
people,  all  hope  or  expeftation  of  fupport  or  defence,  arifing 
from  a common  fund  to  be  levied  upon  perfons  of  their  com- 
munion. 

An  unufual  ferment  has  for  fome  months  pad  dillurbed  feveral 
parts  of  the  norrh,  particularly  the  town  of  Belfafl  and  the  county 
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of  Antrim  ; it  is  kept  up  and  encouraged  by  feditious  papers  and 
pamphlets  of  the  moll  dangerous  tendency,  ’printed  at  very  cheap 
and  inconfiderable  rates  in  Dublin  and  Belfaft , which  iffiie  almolt 
daily  from  certain  focieties  of  men  or  clubs,  in  both  thofe  places, 
calling  themfelves  committees  under  various  descriptions,  and  car- 
rying on  a conllant  correspondence  with  each  other.  Thefe  pub- 
lications are  circulated  amongd  the  people  with  the  utmoft  in- 
dudry,  and  appear  to  be  calculated  to  defame  the  Government 
and  Parliament,  and  to  render  the  people  difiatisfied  with  their 
condition  and  with  the  laws.  The  condutl  of  the  French  is 
fhamefully  extolled,  and  recommended  to  the  public  view  as  an 
example  for  imitation  ; hopes  and  expectations  have  been  held  up 
of  their  affiftance  by  a defcent  upon  this  kingdom  ; and  prayers 
have  been  offered  up  at  Belfafl  from  the  pulpit,  for  the  fuccefs  or 
their  arms,  in  the  prefence  of  military  alTociations  which  have 
been  newly  levied  and  arrayed  in  that  town.  A body  of  men  af- 
fociated  themfelves  in  Dublin  under  the  title  of  the  fird  national 
battalion,  their  uniform  copied  from  the  French,  green  turned  up 
with  white,  white  waiflcoat  and  itriped  trowfcrs,  gilt  buttons  im- 
preffed  with  a harp  and  letters  importing  “ Firll  National  Bat- 
talion,” no  Crown,  ^but  a device  over  the  harp,  of  a cap  of  Liberty 
upon  a pike  ; two  pattern  coats  were  left  at  two  (hops  in  Dublin. 
Several  bodies  of  men  have  been  colle&ed  in  different  parts  of  the 
North,  armed  and  disciplined  under  officers  chofen  by  themfelves, 
and  compofed  moflly  of  the  lowell  claffes  of  the  people.  Thefe 
bodies  are  daily  encreafing  in  numbers  and  force ; they  have  ex- 
erted their  bell  endeavours  to  procure  military  men  of  experience 
to  add  as  their  officers  ; fome  of  them  having  exprefsly  flated  that 
there  were  men  enough  to  be  had,  but  that  officers  were  what 
they  wanted.  Stands  of  arms  and  gunpowder  to  a very  large 
amount,  much  above  the  common  confumption,  have  been  fent 
within  thefe  few  months  pad  to  Belfad  and  Newry  ; and  orders 
given  for  a much  greater  quantity,  which  it  appears  could  be 
Wanted  only  for  military  operations.  At  Belfad,  bodies  of  men 
in  arms  are  drilled  and  exercifed  for  feveral  hours  almod  every 
night  by  candle-light,  and  attempts  have  been  made  to  feduce  the 
foldiery,  which,  much  to  the  honour  of  the  King’s  forces,  have 
proved  ineffectual.  The  declared  objedd  of  thefe  military  bodies 
is  to  procure  a reform  of  Parliament,  but  the  obvious  intention 
of  mod  of  them  appears  to  be  to  overawe  the  Parliament  and  the 
Government,  and  to  didaie  to  both.  The  Committee  forbear 
mentioning  the  names  of  feveral  perfons,  led  it  fhould  in  any 
manner  affe<d  any  criminal  profecution,  or  involve  the  perfonal 
fafety  of  any  man  who  has  come  forward  to  give  them  informa- 
tion. The  refult  of  their  enquiries,  is,  that  in  their  opinion  it 
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is  incompatible  with  the  public  fafety  and  tranquillity  of  this 
kingdom,  to  permit  bodies  of  men  in  arms  to  affemble  when  they 
pWafe,  without  any  legal  authority  ; and  that  the  exiftence  of  a 
felf-created  reprefentative  body  of  any  defcription  of  the  King’s 
fubjecls,  taking  upon  itfelf  the  government  of  them,  and  levying 
taxes  or  fubfcriptions,  to  be  applied  at  the  difcretion  of  fuch  re- 
prefentative body,  or  of  perfons  deputed  by  them,  is  alfo  incom- 
patible with  the  public  fafety  and  tranquillity. 

To  which  the  Houfe  agreed. 


Dublin  CafJe , 3 d March , 1797. 

Sir, 

I am  commanded  by  my  Lord  Lieutenant  to  acquaint  you, 
that  from  the  information  received  by  his  Excellency  with  refpect 
to  various  parts  of  the  North  of  Ireland,  additional  meafures  to 
thofe  hitherto  employed  for  preferving  the  public  peace  are  be- 
come neceffary.  It  appears  that  in  the  counties  of  Dowm,  Antrim, 
Tyrone,  Derry  and  Donegal,  fecret  and  treafonable  affociations 
ftill  continue  to  an  alarming  degree,  and  that  the  perfons  con- 
cerned in  thefe  affociations  are  attempting  to  defeat  all  the  exer- 
tions of  the  loyal  and  well  difpofed,  by  the  means  of  terror  ; that 
they  threaten  the  lives  of  all  who  fhall  venture,  from  regard  to 
their  duty  and  oath  of  allegiance,  to  difcover  their  treafons  ; that 
they  affemble  in  great  numbers  by  night;  and  by  threats  and  force 
difarm  the  peaceable  inhabitants  ; that  they  have  fired  on  his 
INIajefty’s  juftices  of  the  peace  when  endeavouring  to  apprehend 
them  in  their  nodlurnal  robberies  ; that  they  threaten  by  papers, 
letters,  and  notices,  the  perfons  of  thofe  who  (hall  in  any  manner 
refill  or  oppofe  them  ; that  in  their  nightly  excurfions  for  the 
purpofe  of  difarming  his  Majefty’s  loyal  fubjedts,  they  difguife 
their  perfons  and  countenances ; that  they  endeavour  to  colledl 
great  quantities  of  arms  in  concealed  hiding  places;  that  they 
have  cut  down  great  numbers  of  trees  on  the  ellates  of  the  gentry, 
for  the  purpofe  of  making  pikes  ; that  they  have-  ftolen  great 
quant  ties  of  lead  for  the  purpofe  of  calling  bullets  ; that  they 
privately  by  night  exeicife  themfelves  in  the  practice  of  arms; 
that  they  endeavour  to  intimidate  perfons  from  joining  the 
yeomanry  corps  ellablilhcd  by  law,  in  order  to  refill  a foreign 
enemy  ; that  they  refufe  to  employ  in  manufactures  thofe  who 
enlill  in  the  faid  corps  ; that  they  not  only  threaten  but  ill  treat 
the  perfons  of  the  yeomanry,  and  even  attack  their  houfes  by 
night,  and  proceed  to  the  barbarous  extremity  of  deliberate  and 
dhih.h’ng  murder,  as  was  exemplified  in  their  recent  attack,  and 
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murder  by  night,  of  Mr.  Comyns  of  Newtownards,  and  that 
they  profefs  a refolution  to  afiift  the  enemies  of  his  Majefly,  if 
they  ffiould  be  enabled  to  land  in  this  kingdom. 

It  further  appears,  that  thefe  diihirbances  and  outrages  exift 
and  even  increafe,  as  well  in  the  diftriCts  which  have  been  pro- 
claimed, as  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 

In  order  therefore  to  reduce  the  perfons  engaged  in  the  afore- 
faid  treafonable  affociations,  and  guilty  of  the  faid  atrocious  out- 
rages, to  fubordination  to  the  laws,  and  to  give  confidence  to  the 
well  difpofed  among  his  Majefty’s  fubjetls,  and  fecurity  to  then- 
properties  and  their  lives,  and  to  prevent  any  affiftance  being 
given  to  the  enemy  by  the  difloyal  and  difaffe&ed  ; his  Excelleircy 
has  commanded  me  to  communicate  to  you  his  pofitive  orders, 
that  you  take  the  moll  immediate  and  decifive  meafures  for  dif- 
pofing  of  the  military  force  under  your  command,  aided  by  the 
yeomanry  corps,  for  immediately  difarming  all  perfons  who  fhall 
not  bear  his  Majefty’s  commiffion,  or  are  aCting  under  perfons  fo 
commiffioned,  or  perfons  holding  commiffions  under  the  authority 
of  the  yeomanry  aCl,  or  perfons  aCting  under  officers  fo  commif- 
fioned ; and  after  making  fuch  difpofition,  you  are  required  to 
carry  fuch  difarming  into  effeCt. 

His  Excellency  gives  you  this  full  authority,  in  order  to  give 
your  dilcretion  the  greatell  latitude,  relying  at  the  fame  time 
on  your  prudence  and  difcernment  in  the  exercife  of  it,  fo  that 
the  peaceable  and  well  aff'eCted  may  be  protected  againfl  the  evil 
defigns  of  thofe  who  have  threatened  their  lives  and  property 
with  deftru&ion. 

His  Excellency  further  authorizes  you  to  employ  force  again  ft 
any  perfons  affembled  in  arms,  not  legally  authorized  fo  to  be, 
to  difperfe  all  tumultuous  aflemblies  of  perfons,  though  they  may 
not  be  in  arms,  without  waiting  for  the  fandtion  and  affiftance  of 
the  civil  authority,  if  in  your  opinion  the  peace  of  the  realm  or 
the  fafety  of  his  Majefty’s  faithful  fubjeCls  may  be  endangered  by 
waiting  for  fuch  authority. 

His  Excellency  further  authorizes  you  to  confider  thofe  parts 
of  the  country  where  the  outrages  before  ftated  have  been  com- 
mitted, or  where  they  (hall  arife,  as  being  in  a ftate  that  requires 
all  the  meafures  of  exertion  and  precaution  which  a country  de- 
pending upon  military  force  alone  for  its  protection  would  re- 
quire ; and  you  are  therefore  required,  to  flation  your  troops 
with  a view  to  interrupt  communication  between  thofe  whom 
you  may  have  reafon  to  fufped  of  evil  defigns  ; to  eftablifh  patroles 
on  the  high  roads  or  other  pafles,  and  to  flop  all  perfons  paffing 
and  repafling  after  certain  hours  of  the  night ; and  in  order  com- 
pletely to  carry  into  effcfl  any  orders  or  regulations,  which  in 
the  circumftances  of  the  cafe  may  be  conlidered  by  you  as  necef- 
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them  to  their  own  defigns.  While  they  thought  you  dilunited, 
and  unable  to  refill  tyranny,  they  reviled  and  infulted  you ; 
they  provoked  your  patience,  with  every  indignity  and  every 
violence  ; they  dared  you  to  oppofe  their  criminal,  career,  and 
even  wifhed  to  try  their  force  with  yours.  Such  it  feems  is  their 
love  of  you  ; but  at  the  name  of  the  Great  Nation , they  fink 
into  their  own  worthlefsnefs  : already  they  hear  its  thunders 
breaking  on  their  heads,  and  fee  its  armies  pouring  deflruCtion 
on  them.  While  thofe  thunders  rolled  at  a diftance,  they  defpif- 
ed  the  noife,  for  men  are  apt  to  be  brave  when  they  apprehend 
no  danger  ; but  as  the  found  approaches,  their  dread  encreafes 
with  its  nearnefs  ; and  appalled  at  the  power  they  had  fo  often  de- 
fied, they  lower  the  loftinefs  of  their  air,  and  affume  the  tones  of 
moderation. 

u Well  may  they  dread  their  enemies,  for  they  know  the  ex- 
tent of  their  enormous  guilt,  and  the  magnitude  of  their  great 
offence  ! But  their  intended  offer  to  conciliate  proves  two  things  ; 
firfl,  their  confcioufnefs  of  your  ftrength,  and  their  own  imbecility  ; 
and  fecondly,  (although  it  is  a faCt  they  have  long  been  in  the 
habit  of  denying)  that  all  power  originates  with  th z people > to 
whom  at  lafl  thofe  that  exercife  it  are  compelled  to  refort.” 


\_Ii  has  been  judged  proper  to  reprint  the  following  original  Prof. 
-^peCtus  of  the  affociation  of  United  Irifhmen,  which  was  privately 
circulated  by  thefrjl  founders  of  that  Society  in  the  month  of  June  1791. 
Whoever  reads  this  with  attention  will  require  no  farther  proof  that 
the  deepcft  and  mojl  fyjlemdtic  Treafony  not  only  againjl  the  Confuta- 
tion of  this  country , but  againjl  the  whole  Order  of  Society  in  every 
country , was  the  grand  object  of  that  Fraternity  from  the  firjl  moment 
of  its  being  conceived. — It  will  be  feen,  that  every  aid  which  infernal 
ingenuity  could furnifh  for  working  on  the  paffions  of  tlx  weak , the 
ignorant , and  the  depraved , was  deliberately  adopted — that  even  in 
this  embryo  Jiate  the  dtfign  rifes  to  a height  of  revolutionary  boldnefs 
hardly  equalled  by  the  German  Illuminati  thenf elves y and  that  all  the 
horrible  events  which  have  f.nce  taken  place  in  this  country  are  nothing 
more  than  the  practical  developement  of  this  original projeft.~\ 


IDEM  SENTIRE,  DICERE,  AGERE. 

IT  is  propofed  that  at  this  conjuncture  a Society  (hall  be 
inftituted  in  this  city,  having  much  of  the  fecrecy,  and  fomewhat 
of  the  ceremonial  attached  to  Free  Mafonry — with  fo  much  fe- 
crecy as  may  communicate  curiofity,  uncertainty  and  expectation 

to 
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to  the  minds  of  furrounding  men  ; — with  fo  much  impreffive  and 
affeCting  ceremony  in  ail  its  internal  occonomy,  as,  without  im- 
peding real  bufinefs,  may  {trike  the  foul  through  the  fenfes,  and 
addrefiing  the  whole  man,  may  animate  his  philofophy  by  the 
energy  of  his  paffions. 

Secrecy  is  expedient  and  neceffary  ; it  will  make  the  bond  of 
union  more  cohefive,  and  the  fpirit  of  this  union  more  ardent 
and  more  condenfed ; it  will  envelope  this  denfe  flame  with  a 
cloud  of  gloomy  ambiguity,  that  will  not  only  facilitate  its  own 
agency,  but  will  at  the  fame  time  confound  and  terrify  its  enemies 
by  their  ignorance  of  the  defign,  the  extent,  the  direction,  or 
the  confequences.  It  will  throw  a veil  over  thofe  individuals 
whofe  profefiional  prudence  might  make  them  wifli  to  lye  con- 
cealed, until  a manifeftation  of  themfelves  became  abfolutely 
neceffary.  And,  laftly,  fecrecy  is  neceffary,  becaufe  it  is  by  no 
means  certain  that  a country,  fo  great  a ftranger  to  itfelf  as  Ire- 
land, where  the  North  and  the  South,  and  the  Eaft  and  Weft, 
meet  to  wonder  at  each  other,  is  yet  prepared  for  the  adoption  of 
one  profefiion  of  Political  Faith,  while  there  may  be  individuals 
from  each  of  thefe  quarters  ready  to  adopt  fuch  a profeflion, 
and  to  propagate  it  with  their  bell  abilities,  when  neceffary — - 
with  their  blood. 

Our  Provinces  are  perfectly  ignorant  of  each  other ; our 
Ifland  is  connected  ; — we  ourfelves  are  infulated  ; and  the  dif- 
tin&ions  of  rank,  of  property,  and  of  religious  perfuaflon,  have 
hitherto  been  not  merely  lines  of  difference,  but  brazen  walls  of 
reparation.  We  are  feparate  nations  met  and  fettled  together, 
not  mingled,  but  convened ; an  incoherent  mafs  of  diffimilar  ma- 
terials, uncemented,  unconfolidated,  like  the  image  which  Nebu- 
chadnezzar faw  with  a head  of  fine  gold,  legs  of  iron,  and  feet  of 
clay,  parts  that  do  not  cleave  to  one  another. 

In  the  midft  of  an  ifland,  where  Manhood  has  met  and  con- 
tinues to  meet  with  fuch  fevere  humiliation,  where  felfifh  men,  or 
claffes  of  men,  have  formed  fuch  malignant  confpiracv  againff 
Public  Good,  let  one  benevolent,  beneficent  confpiracy  arife, 
one  Plot  of  Patriots  pledged  by  folemn  abjuration  to  each  other 
in  the  fervice  of  the  People — the  People , in  the  larged  fenfe  of 
that  momentous  word.  Let  the  cement  of  this  Conditutional 
Compact  be  a principle  of  fuch  flrong  attraction,  as  completely 
to  overpower  all  accidental  and  temporary  repulfions  that  take 
place  between  real  Irifhmen,  and  thus  to  confolidate  the  fcattered 
and  fluffing  fand  of  Society  into  an  adhefive  and  immoveable 
Caiffon,  funk  beneath  the  dark  and  troubled  waters.  It  is  by 
wandering  from  the  few  plain  and  Ample  principles  of  Political 
Faith  that  our  Politics,  like  our  Religion,  has  become  Preaching, 
not  Practice,  Words,  not  Works. 


A Society, 
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A Society,  fuch  as  this,  will  difclaim  thofe  party  appellations 
which  feem  to  pale  the  human  heart  into  petty  compartments, 
and  parcel  out  into  Sedts  and  Sections,  Common  Senfe,  Common 
Honefty,  and  Common  Weal.  As  little  will  it  affedt  any  fpecu- 
lative,  unimpafiioned,  quiefcent  benevolence.  It  will  not  call  it- 
felf  a Whig  Club,  or  a Revolution  Society.  It  will  not  ground 
itfelf  on  a name  indicative  of  a party,  or  an  event  well  enough  in 
the  circumftances  and  in  the  feafon.  It  will  not  be  an  Ariftocracy 
affecting  the  language  of  Patriotifm,  the  rival  of  Defpotifm,  for 
its  own  fake,  not  its  irreconcilable  enemy,  for  the  fake  of  us  all. 

It  will  not,  by  views  merely  retrofpedlive,  ftop  the  march  of 
mankind,  or  force  them  back  into  the  lanes  and  alleys  of  their 
anceftors.  It  will  have  an  eye  provident  and  profpedtive,  a reach 
and  amplitude  of  conception  commenfurate  to  the  progrefiive  dif- 
fufion  of  knowledge,  and  at  the  fame  time  a promptitude  in  exe- 
cution requifite  in  a life  like  this,  fo  Ihort  and  fo  fragile,  in  a 
nation  like  this,  fo  pafiive  and  procraftinating.  Let  its  name  be 
the  Irish  Brotherhood.  Let  its  general  aim  be  to  make  the 
light  of  philanthropy,  a pale  and  ineffectual  light,  converge,  and 
by  converging  kindle  into  ardent,  energetic,  enthufiaftic  love  for 
Ireland ; that  genuine  unadulterated  enthufiafm  which  defeends 
from  a luminous  head  to  a burning  heart,  and  impels  the  fpirit  of 
.man  to  exertions  greatly  good,  or  unequivocally  great.  For  this 
Society  is  not  to  reft  fatisfied  in  drawing  fpeculative  plans  of 
reform  and  improvement,  but  to  be  practically  bufied  about  the 
means  of  accompliftunent.  Were  the  hand  of  Locke  to  hold  from 
Heaven,  a fcheme  of  government  moft  perfectly  adapted  to  the 
nature  and  capabilities  of  the  Irifti  Nation,  it  would  drop  to  the 
ground  a mere  founding  fcroll,  were  there  no  other  means  of 
giving  it  effect  than  its  intrinlic  excellence.  All  true  Irifhmen 
agree  in  what  ought  to  be  done,  but  how  to  get  it  done  is  the 
queftion. — This  Society  is  likely  to  be  a means  the  moft  powerful 
for  the  promotion  of  a great  end — what  End  ? 

The  Rights  of  Men  in  Ireland , the  greateft  happinefs  of  the 
greateft  number  in  this  ijland , the  inherent  and  indefeafible  claims 
of  every  free  nation,  to  reft  in  this  nation — the  will  and  tn z power 
to  be  happy — to  purfue  the  Commonweal  as  an  individual 
purfues  his  private  welfare,  and  to  (land  in  infulated  indepen- 
dence, an  imperatorial  People. — — To  gain  a knowledge  of  the 
real  ftate  of  this  heterogeneous  country,  to  form  a fummary  of 
the  national  will  and  pleafure  in  points  moft  interefting  to  na- 
tional happinefs,  and  when  fuch  a fummary  is  formed,  to  put  this 
DoRrine  as  fpeedily  as  may  be  into  PraRlce , will  be  the  purpofe  of 
this  Central  Society,  or  Lodge,  from  which  other  Lodges  in  the 
different  towns  will  radiate. 

The  greatest  Happiness  of  the  greatest  Number — On  the 
rock  of  this  principle  let  this  Society  reft  ; by  this  let  it  judge 

and 
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and  determine  every  political  queftion,  and  whatever  is  neceflary 
for  this  end,  let  it  not  be  accounted  hazardous,  but  rather  our  in- 
tereft,  our  duty,  our  glory,  and  our  common  religion.  The 
Rights  of  Men  are  the  Rights  of  God,  and  to  vindicate  the  one 
is  to  maintain  the  other.  We  mull  be  free,  in  order  to  ferve 
Him,  wliofe  fervice  is  perfect  freedom. 

Let  every  Member  wear,  day  and  night,  an  Amulet  round  his 
neck,  containing  the  great  principle  which  unites  the  Brother- 
hood, in  letters  of  gold,  on  a ribbon,  ftriped  with  all  the  origi- 
nal colours,  and  inclofed  in  a {heath  of  white  filk,  to  reprefent 
the  pure  union  of  the  mingled  rays,  and  the  abolition  of  all  fuper- 
ficial  diftindtions,  all  colours  and  fhad.es  of  difference,  for  the 
fake  of  one  illuflrious  end.  Let  this  Amulet  of  union,  faith  and 
honour,  depend  from  the  neck,  and  be  bound  about  the  body 
next  to  the  {kin  and  clofe  to  the  heart. 

This  is  enthufiafm. — It  is  fo ; and  who  that  has  a fpark  of 
Hibernicifm  in  his  nature,  would  not  kindle  into  a flame  of 
generous  enthufiafm  ? Who,  that  has  a drop  of  fympathy  in  his 
heart,  when  he  looks  around  him,  and  fees  how  happinefs  is 
heaped  up  in  mounds,  and  how  mifery  is  diffufed  and  divided 
among  the  million,  does  not  exclaim,  Alas  ! for  the  fullering, 
and  Oh  ! for  the  power  to  redrefs  it  ? And  who  is  there  that  has 
enthufiafm  fufficient  to  make  an  exclamation,  would  not  combine 
with  others  as  honeft  as  himfelf,  to  make  the  will  live  in  the  adt, 
and  to  fwear — IVe  tfiil  redress  it — Who  is  there  ? Who  ? 

The  firft  bufiriefs  of  the  Brotherhood  will  be  to  form  a tranf- 
cript,  or  digeft,  of  the  dodtrine  which  they  mean  to  fubferibe,  to 
uphold,  to  propagate,  and  reduce  to  pradlice.  It  is  time  for 
Ireland  to  look  her  fortune  in  the  face,  not  with  turbulent  often- 
tation,  but  with  fixed  refolution  to  live  and  die  Freemen. — -Let 
then  thofe  queftions  be  agitated  and  anfwered  fully  and  fairly, 
which  have  been  wilfully  concealed  from  us  by  interefied  perfons 
and  parties,  and  which  appear  terrible  only  by  being  kept  in  the 
dark.  Always  armed  with  this  principle,  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  people  to  eftablilh  their  rights,  this  Society  will  carry  it  along 
with  them  in  their  courfe,  as  the  Sybol  did  the  branch  of  gold,  to 
avert  or  to  difperfe,  every  vain  fear,  or  every  unreal  terror. 

What  are  the  means  of  procuring  fuch  a Reform  in  the  Confti- 
tution as  may  fecure  to  the  People  their  rights  molt  effedtually  and 
moll  fpeedily  ? 

,What  is  the  plan  of  Reform  moft  fuited  to  this  country  ? 

Can  the  renovation  in  the  Conftitution,  which  we  all  deem  ne- 
cefiary,  be  accomplilhed  by  the  ways  of  the  Conftitution  ? <£  The 
“ evil,’*  fays  Junius,  “ lies  too  deep  to  be  cured  by  any  remedy, 
“ iefs  than  fome  great  convulfion  which  may  bring  back  the 
“ Conftitution  to  its  original  principles,  or  utterly  deftroy  it.’* 
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Is  this  opinion  dill  truer  when  applied  to  this  country  ? or  is  it 
falfe  ? 

Who  are  the  People  ? 

Can  the  right  of  changing  the  Conftitution  reft  any  where  but 
in  the  original  conftitutive  power — the  People  ? 

Can  the  will  of  the  People  be  known  but  by  full  and  fair  con- 
vention, to  be  conftituted  on  the  plan  which  will  come  recom- 
mended on  the  moft  popular  authority  ? 

What  are  the  rights  of  Roman  Catholics,  and  what  are  the  im- 
mediate duties  of  Proteftanis  refpe&ing  thefe  rights? 

Are  the  Roman  Catholics  generally  or  partially  capaces  Liber- 
tatis  ? and  if  not,  What  are  the  fpeedieft  means  of  making 
them  fo  ? 

Is  the  Independence  of  Ireland  nominal  or  real,  a barren  right, 
or  a fadl  regulative  of  national  condudf  and  influencing  national 
charafter  ? 

Has  it  had  any  other  effeft  than  railing  the  value  of  a houfe, 
and  making  it  more  felf-fufficient,  at  the  expence  of  the  People  ? 

Is  there  any  middle  Hate  between  the  extremes  of  union  with 
Britain  and  total  reparation,  in  which  the  rights  of  the  People  can 
be  fully  eftablilhed  and  reft  in  fecurity  ? 

What  is  the  form  of  Government  that  will  fecure  to  us  our 
rights  with  the  leaft  expenc^  and  the  greateft  benefit  ? 

By  the  Brotherhood  are  thefe  queftions,  and  fuch  as  thefe, 
to  be  determined.  On  this  determination  are  they  to  form  the 
chart  of  their  Conftitution,  which  with  honour  and  good  faith 

they  are  to  fubferibe,  and  which  is  to  regulate  their  courfe. 

Let  the  Society  at  large  meet  four  times  in  the  year,  and  an 
acting  Committee  once  a month,  to  which  all  Members  fhall  be 
invited.  Let  thefe  meetings  be  convivial,  but  not  the  tranfitory 
patriotifm  of  deep  potation  ; confidential , the  heart  open  and  the 
door  locked  ; converfational , not  a debating  fociety.  There  is  too 
much  haranguing  in  this  country  already  : a very  great  redundance 
of  found.  Would  that  we  fpoke  a little  more  laconically,  and 
adfed  a little  more  emphatically  ; and  we  fhall  do  fo,  when  our 
aim  is  at  fomething  nobler  and  fairer  than  even  the  Sublime  and 
Beautiful  of  Mr.  Burke  : — the  Sublimity  of  Common-fenfe — the 
Beauty  of  Common-weal. 

Our  Society  fhould  at  firft  be  very  chafte  and  cautious  in  the 
feledlion  of  Members,  fliunning  equally  the  giddinefs  of  the  boy, 
and  that  fullen  indifference  about  the  public  good  which  comes 
on  with  decline  of  years,  looking  around  for  thofe  who  are  com- 
petent, and  with  refpedt  to  themfelves  content,  yet  zealous  and 
perfevering  ; not  venal,  not  voracious,  not  confined  in  their  man- 
ners and  their  morality  to  the  pale  o!  a profefiion  ; not  idle  pliilan- 
thropifts,  who  fidget  round  the  globe  with  their  favourite  adage  ; 
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not  thofe  who  are  bound  down  by  obedience  to  that  wizard  word 
Empire , to  the  fovereignty  of  two  founding  fvllables  ; but  honed, 
honourable  Irifhmen,  of  whatever  rank,  of  whatever  religion,  who 
know  Liberty,  who  love  it,  who  wifli  to  have  it,  and  who  will  have 
it. — Members  fliould  be  admitted  only  by  an  unanimous  ballot, 
and  perhaps  once  a year  there  fliould  be  a general  re-ele&ion. 

The  external  bufinefs  of  this  Society  will  be,  id.  Publication, 
in  order  to  propagate  their  principles  and  effe&uate  their  ends* 
All  papers  for  this  purpofe  to  be  fanftioned  by  the  Committee, 
and  publifhed  with  no  other  defignation  of  character  than — Use 
of  the  Brotherhood. — 2dly,  Communication  with  the  diffe- 
rent towns  to  be  afiiduoufly  kept  up,  and  every  exertion  ufed  to 
accomplifli  a National  Convention  of  the  People  of  Ireland,  who 
may  profit  by  pad  errors,  and  by  many  unexpe&ed  circumfiances 
which  have  happened  fince  the  lad  meeting. — 3aly,  Communica- 
tion with  fimilar  Societies  abroad,  as  the  Jacobin  Club  in  Paris, 
the  Revolution  Society  in  England,  the  Committee  for  Reform 
in  Scotland.  Let  the  nations  go  abread.  Let  the  interchange 
of  fentiment  among  mankind  concerning  the  rights  of  man  be  as 
immediate  as  poffible.  A correfpondence  with  didinguidied  men 
in  Britain,  or  on  the  Continent,  will  be  neceffary  to  enlighten 
us,  and  ought  to  be  cheriflied.  Eulogies  on  fuch  men  as  have 
deferved  well  of  their  country  until  death , fliould  be  from  time  to 
time  delivered  by  one  of  the  Brotherhood  ; their  works  fliould 
live  in  a library  to  be  formed  by  this  Society,  and  dedicated  to 
Liberty,  and  the  Portraits  of  fuch  men  fliould  adorn  it.  Let  the 
(hades  of  the  mighty  dead  look  down  and  confecrate  our  Meetings! 
The  Athenians  were  accuflomed  to  faden  their  edi&s  to  the 
datues  of  their  ancedors.  Let  our  Laws  and  Liberties  have  a 
fimilar  attachment,  taking  heed  always  to  remember  what  has 
been  always  too  much  forgotten — that  We  are  to  be  ancedors  our- 
feives ; and  as  our  bodies  moulder  down  after  fepulture,  merely 
to  pafs  into  new  forms  of  life,  let  our  fpirits  preferve  a principle 
of  animation  to  poflerity,  and  germinate  from  the  very  grave. 

What  is  the  time  mod  applicable  for  the  edablifliment  of  this 
Jnditution  ? Even  NOW.  “ Le  grand  art  ed  dans  1’  apropos  ” 
Why  is  Adminidration  fo  imperious  ? Becaufe  the  Nation  does 
not  adl.  The  Whig  Club  is  not  a transfufion  from  the  People. 
We  do  not  thoroughly  underfland  that  Club,  and  they  do  not 
feel  for  us.  When  the  Aridocracy  come  forward,  the  People  fall 
backward ; when  the  People  come  forward,  the  Aridocracy, 
fearful  of  being  left  behind,  infinuate  themfelves  into  our  ranks, 
and  rife  into  timid  leaders,  or  treacherous  auxiliaries.  They  mean 
to  make  us  their  inflruments.  Let  us  rather  make  them  our 
indruments.  One  of  the  two  mud  happen.  The  People  mud 
ferve  the  purpofes  of  Party,  or  the  Party  mud  emerge  in  the  migh- 
tinefs  of  the  People,  and  Hercules  will  then  lean  upon  his  club. 

On 
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On  the  14th  of  July,  the  day  which  fhall  ever  commemorate 
the  French  Revolution,  let  this  Society  pour  out  their  fir  ft  liba- 
tion to  European  Liberty,  eventually  the  Liberty  of  the  World, 
and  with  their  hands  joined  in  each  other,  and  their  eyes  railed 
to  Heaven,  in  his  prefence  who  breathed  into  them  an  ever-living 
foul,  let  them  fvvear  to  maintain  the  rights  and  prerogatives  of 
their  nature  as  men,  and  the  right  and  prerogative  of  Ireland  as  an 
Independent  People. — “ Dieu  et  mon  Droit !”  is  the  motto  of 
Kings. — “ Dieu  et  la  Liberte  !”  exclaimed  Voltaire,  when  he 
firft  beheld  Franklin,  his  Fellow-Citizen  of  the  World. — “ Dieu 
ct  nos  Droits  — Let  Irifhmen  cry  aloud  to  each  other— — The 
cry  of  Mercy — of  Juft  ice — and  of  Victory. 

June,  1791. 
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